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▲ PCSO Rich Osborn visits Little 
Angels page 13

▲ Exhibition for the new 
community facilities 
page 5 ►

▲ Marcham School at Birmingham 
Symphony Hall page 13

▲  Easter in Marcham  ▲ 

3 Wed League of Friends May Quiz, White Horse, 
Ock St, Abingdon, 19.15

7

4 Thu Music at the Unicorn: Charlie Dore, 19.15 15
5 Fri All old £5 notes withdrawn from circulation 5
6 - 29 Artweeks – all over Oxfordshire 11
6 Sat Wantage & Grove Lions Garden Sale, East 

Hanney BL Hall, 10.00 - 13.30
17

6 Sat Milton Hill Bowls Club Open Day, 14.00 15
9 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 

- 15.30
5

9 Tue Marcham Society: Westgate Archaeology, 
Ben Ford, All Saint’s Church, 19.45

9

10 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

11 Thu Midweek Walk: Red Lion Inn, Blewbury, 12.30 
lunch/13.30 walk

7

11 Thu Music at the Unicorn: Ross Couper and Tom 
Oakes, 19.00

15

11 Thu Sunningwell Garden Club, 19.30 15
12 & 13 Abingdon Jazz Festival 15
12 Fri Deadline: comments on the community facilities 5

13 Sat Isis Chamber Orchestra, All Saints’ Church, 
Marcham, 19.30

17

14 Sun Abingdon Air and Country Show, Dalton 
Barracks

15

15 - 17 Abingdon Drama Club: The Odd Couple, 
Unicorn Theatre, 19.30

15

18 Thu Marcham WI, Denman College, 19.30 7
20 Sat RDA Plant and Craft Sale, Southmoor, 10.00 

- 13.00
17

20 Sat St Helen’s Church Plant Sale, Dry Sandford, 
10.00 - 12.30

17

20 Sat Deadline for June MADNews, 17.00:  
editor@madnews.co.uk

23 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
- 15.30

5

24 Wed Marcham Annual Parish Meeting, Marcham 
School, 19.30

7

25 Thu Marcham Senior Citizens‘ Club, Duffield 
Place, 14.30

7

26 Fri MSSSC Quiz Night, Anson Field, 20.15 7
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D.P.L. GARDENING SERVICES
Grass Cutting & General Gardening

Reliable Service at
Reasonable Rates by

EXPERIENCED GARDENER
Tel: 01865-391437

When you contact an advertiser, please 
mention you saw their ad in MADNews

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

HOME & GARDEN

Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates  Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Garner’s Estates & Landscapes
Landscaping for over 25 years

•	 Soft & hard landscaping

•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 
steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

•	 Tree & hedge planting

•	 Free Estimates

•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

A Member of Decorators Network
D. DOWNES
Painting & Decorating

All types of wall coverings
darren.downes72@gmail.com
01235 221012 or  07974 672579

OXFORD HOUSE CLEARANCES
Residential & Commercial

Prompt, Reliable & Confidential
References available

Call us today !
01235 534216 / 07876 515258

Full Cleaning Service Available

www.oxfordclearances.co.uk
oxfordhouseclearances@outlook.com

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 

OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244
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Dear Readers

We have some thinking to do this month 
and the next - voting in the local and 
general elections, commenting on the Vale 
Plan 2, and Marcham Parish Council will be 
judging gardens.

There are lots of opportunities to get your 
gardens looking beautiful with plant sales 
(page 17) and learning about preparing to 
open your garden to the public (page 15) ! 
Mine would need quite a lot of preparing 
before I let anyone in!

Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Parish Council Vacancy
The Parish Council would thank those who 
applied to be considered for the vacancy 
that had occurred on the Parish Council. The 
Council appreciates the great interest shown 
in the village and the current problems that 
affect it. It is always a very difficult decision 
for the Council, when there are several people 
keen to become involved, and there is only one 
seat available. After careful consideration, 
and a very close vote, the Council selected 
Ian Charles from The Farthings, to fill the 
vacancy until the next election in 2019. Ian 
has strong local government connections and 
experience, having been a local government 
officer, and also a previous councillor. He has 
lived in Marcham for almost 30 years and 
therefore knows the village’s issues well.
Defibrillator
The South Central Ambulance Service 
will be providing a community awareness 
session regarding the new defibrillator sited 
outside of the primary school. This will 
explain the processes and how it works and 
provide general training in its use. The idea 
is to create confidence in the community, so 
that residents will find it easy to use should 
the need arise. The date of the training is 
currently being arranged, but likely to be a 
Saturday morning in early June. 
Marcham Garden Competition 2017
Do not forget that the first round of judging 
will take place next month. Judges will view 
the gardens from the roadside without the 
need for entering. Winners will be notified 
in due course, and invited to attend the 
September meeting of the Parish Council 
when prizes will be awarded.
Vale Local Plan Part Two Preferred Options 
Consultation The Local Plan Part II
The Parish Council has voted to object 
strongly to the Vale of White Horse District 
Council to the proposal to include two more 
sites at the Eastern side of the village for 
housing in the policy plan document that 
is being prepared at the moment. The sites 
would not help the air quality problems on 
the main road, they are not connected to the 
village by pedestrian routes, so residents 
would drive, no real plans for a bypass, and 
no accompanying infrastructure which would 
be necessary should any further development 
in the village take place.
The Vale of White Horse District Council 
will analyse all the comments, will make 
amendments where it is thought appropriate, 
and will produce the draft Plan for formal 
consultation in due course.
New Noticeboard Morland Road
The Council has been considering a new 
noticeboard in the vicinity of the school, 
as a means of promoting information to 
residents on the Eastern side of the village. 
The Council would not wish any idea to 
site a noticeboard there to interfere with the 
planned construction of new classrooms, 
so the matter will be reconsidered once the 
building works are complete.
Howard Cornish Road – street name plate
The street nameplate at the junction with 
North Street/Sheepstead Road is being 
replaced, as the existing one is broken. The 
new nameplate will have just the name 
Howard Cornish Road, and will not list the 
street that are accessed off of Howard Cornish 

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
Just dial 101 (non-emergency)
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2017
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

Road, as the current one does.
Village Car parking
The Council would thank those who contacted 
the Council regarding the letter it wrote 
to households in some parts of the village 
regarding problems which were caused by 
car parking. It is very much hoped that a joint 
approach to solving the issues raised will be 
for the benefit of the whole community.
Youth Shelter – Litter Bin
Unfortunately the litter bin next to the youth 
shelter has been damaged beyond repair, and 
is in need of replacement. A new concrete bin 
is being ordered, and will be installed shortly.
Police non emergency number
A reminder that the telephone number to 
report an incident to the Police is 101. This 
is the number to use when the issue is less 
urgent than a 999 call, and does not require 
an emergency response. This number can 
also be used to give police information about 
crime in the area, or to speak to the police 
about a general enquiry.
Planning applications
The Council has considered the following 
applications:
P17/V0712/FUL Conversion of car port and 
storage into residential annex at 1 The Green
The Council commented that appropriate car 
parking requirements be heeded should the 
development be granted permission.
P16/V3224/FUL Erection of 49 dwellings 
with associated means of access on land off 
Sheepstead Road. The Council commented 
that no bungalows were planned on this 
site, and had concerns regarding a planned 
footpath close to where vehicles had to 
reverse.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 10th May 2017 at 7.30p.m. in 
the residents’ lounge, at Duffield Place. 
Please check noticeboard outside the 
Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk in case 
arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk.

Personal adverts in MADNews are free so 
if want to put in a notice or have something 
to sell, call the editor on 391725 or email 

editor@madnews.co.uk
The deadline for all personal adverts  

is 20th of the month.

FOR SALE
Boys Saracen Rufftrax Bike 
Suit 6-9 years £60.00
« Lightweight aluminium frame 
« 6 speed Shimano gears 
« Front fork suspension 
« Short reach brake levers
« 20” wheels

Girls Apollo Pure Bike 
Suit 6-9 years £40.00
« 20” wheels, lovely condition
« great for age 6-9 years
« 6 Shimano gears, front and middle 

shock absorbers. 
« Bought from Halfords. Light use

Fyfield 07817 901520
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HOME & GARDEN

THE COMPLETE FIREPLACE SHOWROOM
Come and see the range of Solid Fuel, Gas and 

Electric appliances with displays of wood stone and 
marble surrounds at ABIGAS.

Easy parking
Opening Hours: 
9-5 Mon-Fri and 9-4 Sat

Area A, Unit 4, Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon OX14 3RY  Tel: 01235 533301

Email: abigas11@aol.com
www.abigas.co.uk

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall and tuned
Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance
and breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

Scarification	 Top-Dressing
Hollow Tining	 Removing Weeds
Lawn Aeration	 Moss Control
Overseeding	 Professional Service

No Contract
Contact Steve 01865 331501 / 0789 4983801

Email cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.comFrilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Graham Berry

64 Coleridge Drive
Abingdon Oxon OX14 5NT

Tel: 01235 522760
Mobile: 07836 501524

66

121
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 CRIME, CFSG & MVS

Marcham Village Shop
and Post Office
16 North St, Marcham
OX13 6NG
Shop: 391993 / PO: 391940
Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri:	 07.30 - 17.30
Sat & Sun:	 08.00 - 12.00
We will be closed on both May bank holidays
Congratulations to Christine Denton, who won the EASTER BASKET.

** £5 notes - if you have any old style paper notes, you must take them to 
the Post Office or bank by 5 May to exchange them for the new ones. **

HOLIDAYS??
If you’re going away don’t forget you can order your foreign currency 
from the Post Office. Euros are usually in stock but order any currency 
before 1pm and collect next day! Sterling available all the time! Plus you 
can order a Travel Money Card to keep your cash safer on holiday.

If it’s election time – it’s time for fudge !
only 50p a quarter

POST 
OFFICE

®

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
Tuesday 9th May 
Tuesday 23rd May
From 2 – 3.30pm
Come and join us in the common room at Duffield Place,  
you will be sure of a warm welcome ... and tea and cake! 
Phone 391270 for more details 
Christine Whild

Community Facilities Steering Group
Public Exhibition – new community facilities
The Vale of White Horse District Council has now signed the Section 106 
agreement and has formally given planning permission for the new community 
facilities. 
An exhibition of the updated design drawings for the community hall facilities 
was held in the church on 22nd April. Many Marcham people came along 
and had a chance to see and comment on the drawings, providing helpful 
feedback. Detailed drawings with any further adjustments to be submitted as 
amendments for planning approval. The plans will be on display in the shop 
and online at www.madnews.co.uk/cfsg and you can comment up until 12 May.
The Community Facilities Steering Group (CFSG) was set up with the clear 
objective of developing plans for new community facilities in Marcham and 
is made up of representatives from local groups with an interest in village 
facilities. If you wish to have more information on the CFSG, or you think you 
can help, please contact Jim Asher (391727).

CFSG - Opportunities without Obstacles

FLY-TIPPING
Someone dumped a wooden wardrobe 
in a garden on Packhorse Lane on 
Easter Monday!
Illegal waste disposal is a serious criminal 
offence and carries a fine up to £50,000 and 
12 months’ imprisonment (or an unlimited 
fine and up to five years’ imprisonment if 
indicted to the Crown Court).
If you witness fly-tipping or wish to report 
dumped rubbish on a public highway verge, 
please contact the Vale of white Horse 
District Council.
The true scale of fly-tipping on private land 
is not clear but it is estimated the fly-tipping 
on private land costs £50m to £150 million 
to clear up each year. 
Land managers, occupiers or owners of 
private property are responsible for clearing 
and disposing of any fly-tipping found on 
private land. Whilst the Local Councils will 
not clear waste dumped on private land 
free of charge, they may investigate such 
incidents where appropriate. In the event 
that a successful prosecution is brought, 
the Council can apply for the Court to order 
that the landowner’s clean-up costs be 
reimbursed.
The Environment Agency will investigate 
major incidents with a greater potential to 
cause harm to human health and damage 
to the environment, such as the larger scale 
incidents of fly-tipping (generally those 
involving more than a lorry/tipper load 
of waste), incidents involving hazardous 
waste, and those involving organised 
gangs of fly-tippers. By taking this approach 
it allows the system to reflect the needs of 
the community it is serving.
There are a number of steps that landowners 
and managers can take to prevent fly-
tipping on their land. These include: 
•	Physical improvements such as the 

installation of gates and barriers and 
improved visibility;

•	Better site management – keeping areas 
tidy and removing fly-tipped waste quickly;

•	Deterrence – this can be in the form of 
successful prosecutions, signage, CCTV, 
security patrols etc;

•	Working with others including your 
neighbours, local businesses and any 
existing partnerships.

Regardless of whether land is public or 
private, if you find fly-tipped waste you 
should report it to The Vale.

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

NEWS FROM OUR PCSO
There has been criminal damage carried 
out during the night to parked cars in the 
North Street / New Road / Church Street 
area of Marcham If you have had damage 
done to your car and you have not reported 
this to please could you report this to me 
via the 101 non-emergency number. 
If you have any information about the 
damage and why it is happening, or you 
have CCTV of any suspicious activity in 

the area please let me know via my e mail 
address richard.osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk 
We have stepped up patrols in the area, if 
you would like any crime reduction advice 
please contact me on the above e mail 
address. If you see or hear any suspicious 
activity don’t delay in reporting it to us if 
you suspect that a crime is taking place at 
that time call 999 if it has already happened 
and there are on offenders on scene use the 
101 number. 
PCSO RICH OSBORN C9323

DUFFIELD SUNSHINE CLUB
We meet on Mondays at 2 o’clock in The 
Residents’ Lounge, Duffield Place. Any 
new members will be very welcome. We 
play some games of Bingo, enjoy a cup of 
tea or coffee with biscuits and finish off 
with a raffle about 3.30pm.
Any further information, please contact 
me on 391384 or just come and join us on 
a Monday afternoon at 2pm for a social 
afternoon. 
ALL WELCOME 	
JEAN DIX
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
 

-Install flue liners -Install solid fuel stove or open fire       
- Supply and fit            – Install of twin wall chimney 
   -Service and Maintenance  -Handyman Services 
   - Carpentry    - Landscaping   - General Building 
 
Phone :01865391777 Mobile: 07850347381 
Email:southoxfordshirestoves@hotmail.com 

 
Free surveys and quotations  

 

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

MAN   WITH   VAN
Available for Light Haulage,

Collections, Deliveries and Small Removals
– o O o –

Daytime, Evening and Weekend Work
Tel:- 01367-710526 / 07860-656351

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 PARISH MEETING, WI, WALK, SENIOR CITIZENS & QUIZZES

MSSSC: Marcham Sports, Scouts & Social Club
The pavilion & field off Morland Road

------------------------------------------------
Quiz Night 26 May 8.15pm

Teams of up to four people are invited. But if you are alone or a 
couple come along, and we could fit you into an  

existing or even new team! 
Quiz nights usually take place on the last Friday of each month

Everyone welcome, members and non members. Just turn up on 
the night for a friendly evening of fun and banter Questions are 

on a range of subjects and aimed at everyone`s ability! 
Further details from Trevor Hill – 01865 391321

Everyone welcome - members AND non-members 
We look forward to seeing you at the club

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting
Date:	 Thursday, 18th May
Time: 	 7.30pm
Venue: 	 Denman College

Discussion on WI Resolutions, followed by speaker 
Cyril Mannion, ‘A Captain at Work - Airline Pilot’ 
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 
Thursday 18th May when we will discuss this year’s WI 
resolutions, followed by our speaker, Cyril Mannion, an 
airline pilot.  So, come along for a lively discussion and 
then enjoy listening to our speaker on ‘A Captain at Work’.

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MID-WEEK WALK: 
THURSDAY, MAY 11TH. 
For this month’s walk we will eat at the Red Lion 
Inn (Map Ref SU530856) in Chapel Lane, Blewbury 
(OX11 9PQ) at 12.30pm for lunch, starting the walk 
of about 5 miles at 1.30. We will be walking up past Churn Knob 
into the Downs and back through the numerous Gallops. 
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for lifts and further details, especially 
if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes have to 
be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always welcome 
new walkers.

MARCHAM SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB
Our March meeting, held on 30th in Duffield Place lounge 
was enjoyed by those members attending. John brought 
along some humorous poems which created some laughter 
followed by some video cartoons including some pictures of 
unusual carrier bags.
The usual raffle was followed by tea and biscuits.
Our May programme includes an outing to a Garden Centre 
and at our meeting we will hold a general knowledge quiz.
New members very welcome. We meet in the lounge at 
Duffield place at 2.30pm on the last Thursday of the month.

NEW MEMBERS VERY WELCOME 
For more information contact 

John Woods (Secretary) 391705

NOTICE OF THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

This year the annual meeting for electors will take place 
on Wednesday 24th May at 7.30 p.m. in the hall at 
Marcham Primary School. 
This is the meeting where residents of Marcham can raise 
issues about the village or wider parish. The guest speakers 
will be staff from the Vale of White Horse’s planning 
policy team who will talk about the Local Plan part II, and 
the new housing sites that have been identified. 

Light refreshments will be served 
You are invited to take part

May Quiz
3rd May 7.15 pm White Horse pub 
Ock Street, Abingdon-on-Thames

Please support your Abingdon Community Hospital 
by entering a team in a general knowledge quiz. 

The quiz is organised by the League of Friends. To join in 
please phone 01235 520768 or 820874. 

You can be a team of six or an individual.

The newly-launched YOUTH CHALLENGE OXFORDSHIRE (YoCO) 
is a local charity established to support young 
people aged 14 - 21 in youth groups following a 
guided 18 month programme designed to help 
them to overcome the problems that they face during teenage 
years by developing resilience and confidence.
YoCO has grown out of the very successful Nasio Trust (www.
thenasiotrust.org) and so can give the groups the opportunity to 
travel to Kenya so increasing their experience of the world, the 
benefits of helping others and helping them become effective 
citizens. 
If you would like more information about supporting our work, 
leading a group, mentoring young people, or if you are aged 14 - 
21 and need help with your life - go to www.yoco.online

Petypher House, Kingston 
Bagpuize

New over 55s‘ apartments for rent available in 
Kingston Bagpuize

Petypher House is an almost hotel-like low-rise block of flats 
built and managed by Soha Housing at the entrance to Petypher 
Gardens. It’s an Extra Care scheme – that is to say, it’s for over 
55s who need a little more support, but want to remain independent 
with their own front door. Flexible care or just a helping hand is 
available on site 24 hours a day, every day of the year.
Petypher House currently has several 2-bed flats over several floor 
levels (lift access to all) available for affordable rent. Although the 
emphasis is very much on providing a modern, purpose-built home to 
retreat to, residents are supported to organise events and activities. 
For example, late April saw the visit of author Sarah Wilson giving 
a reading from her own published work and introducing a giveaway 
to Soha residents of “The Secret Marriage Pact” by Georgie Lee, a 
gift from publishers Mills and Boon for World Book Night. There are 
landscaped communal gardens, a hairdressing salon, therapy suite 
and cinema room. Good connections with the village are helped 
along nicely by the Petypher House restaurant, run by Jane Rees 
and her team from Munch, being open to drop-in visitors.
Senior Extra Care Scheme Manager Kim Nichols says, “As 
Petypher House hasn’t been open very long, the residents and I 
are all ‘newbies’ together. We’re enjoying our lovely surroundings 
and learning together what it is to build a community.”
You can find out more or arrange a visit at www.soha.co.uk/extra-
care or by calling 0800 014 15 45.

VILLAGE CAFE 
12 NOON

EVERY WEDNESDAY
MSSSC

ANSON FIELD
We don’t make a charge for the meal but rely on contributions.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals   

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services   

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

- Custom Made Curtains & Blinds -
- Free and Expert Advice -  Perfectly fitted - 
10% discount off any order for Marcham area 

residents  (Mention the MADNews) 

Call -  01235 758010

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
oxfordkitchens@aol.com
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 CRICKET, CROSSWORD & MARCHAM SOCIETY

CROSSWORD BY ALISA

Archaeological discoveries 
at the Westgate

Ben Ford
All Saints’ Church, Marcham 

7.45pm Tuesday 9th May
Non-members always welcome £2	 www.marchamsociety.org.uk

Further details: Sheila Dunford (391439) or Judith Fontaine (391275)

Old Fashioned Farming for Wildlife at City Farm Eynsham 
by Dr. Alan Larkin - The Marcham Society April talk
Alan Larkman is chairman of the Oxford Ornithological Society 
and has, since 2010, been heavily involved with the project at City 
Farm Eynsham to halt the decline of wildlife, bird and plant species 
that have been in steep decline since the introduction of intensive 
farming using pesticides and herbicides. Since 1978 nineteen 
species have been in steep decline, with decline in the species 
reliant on traditional farming declining by 70 per cent since 1978. 
Alan firstly explained why this was the case, the root of which 
was food shortage in the winter caused by lack of seeds from wild 
flowers that are traditionally eaten by such birds. Switching from 
Spring to Autumn sowing with no overwintering stubble, together 
with the use of chemicals has all caused this situation to happen.
City Farm, at 250 acres of mixed farming, is being farmed using 
traditional methods last seen in the 1960s, not using intensive 
methods, with the aim to reverse the damage to wildlife. It has been 
spectacularly successful in bringing back lost plant species and was 
recognised as a site of national significance in 2015 and then going 
on to the higher accolade of a site of European significance in 2016.
Alan illustrated his talk with excellent photography, which was 
unfortunately marred slightly by a mysterious projector fault which 
resulted with it not showing the true glorious colour of the plant 
and bird species. He was not deterred however and the appreciative 
audience were full of admiration for the success of the project and 
a lively question session followed.
Visitors are very welcome at our meetings. The charge is £2, which 
includes light refreshments
PETER STEERE

May 1st XI 2nd XI
6 Uffington Away Watlington II Home 
13 Garsington Home Kennington II Away
20 Deddington Away Uffington II Home
27 Kilkenny Home

Telegraph Cup
Uffington II Away
Osberton Cup

MARCHAM CRICKET CLUB
OCA Fixtures for May are:

Please contact Trevor Hill (391321) for 
information relating to the club - including 
playing for or umpiring on behalf of Marcham.

And finally.....the famous Yorkshire bowler Fred 
Trueman was known for his acerbic comments; 
the following example was directed at the 
Rev David Sheppard after he had dropped a catch off Trueman’s 
bowling: “You might keep your eyes closed when you are praying 
Vicar, but I wish you’d keep ‘em open when I’m bowling!”	 CSB

Across
1. Breakfast food (3)
2. TV programme (5)
8. Theatre in Abingdon (7)
11. Not dry (3)
12. Rewarding sort of walk (7)
13. Sound repetition (4)
15. Total (3)
16. Quartet who performed at the 

8 (5.4)
19. Consume (3)
20. Storms and needles have 

them (4)
21. Builders at Southmoor do it 

(7)
22. Digit (3)
24. Severe (7)
26. Composer of Holberg Suite (5)
27. Female animal (3)

Down
2. Wildebeast (3)
4. It falls in winter (4)
5. Surname, not quite royal (6)
6. Where a Spring Plant sale 

takes place (3.8)
7. Those who look on the 

bright side (9)
9. Place beyond Drayton (9)
10. Group of three (4)
14. Shelter (3)
15. Blue, lark or rocket (3)
17. Reserve in advance (4)
18. Smoothly (6)
23. Always (4)
25. Female animal (3)

All Stars Cricket – Big Moments
All Stars Cricket gives children aged 5 - 8 the chance 
to play, learn great skills and meet new friends - 
includes personalised kit
Starting in May at Kingston Bagpuize CC
The Sportsfield, Kingston Bagpuize, OX13 5AR 
6:00pm - 7:00pm, Fridays (May 19th - July 7th) 
Contact:  kbcc.juniorcoordinator@gmail.com
www.allstarscricket.co.uk

1 2 3 4

5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12

13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21

22 23

24 25

26 27
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

M&A
Electricals

Want a light  
repaired/rewired? 

Give us call!!
Need something repaired? 

ASK US
LIGHTING  

SHOWROOM
A large range of  
ELECTRICAL  

ACCESSORIES

Large range of light bulbs in 
stock - Lovely Antique and 

filament LED lamps!
Orders taken for lamps & 

accessories
ELECTRICAL  
APPLIANCES

40,60,100 WATT  
LAMPS IN STOCK

TORCHES-
     RADIOS-

          CLOCKS
Conduit/trunking, Cables and 

Flexes
All major credit cards accepted 

including Amex

An unusual and unique range of table lamps in stock
NOW BACK at 30 Market Place, Wantage  OX12 8AJ

01235 762468
sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Thanks to all our loyal customers for their support

  
24 Hours a day... 7 Days a week... 365 Days a year 

Your Local Expert Plumbing & Drainage Service 

• All Emergency Plumbing • All Drainage & Blockages •  
• No Call Out Charge  • Pre-fixed Prices • Work Guaranteed • 

Jon Parker 
CALL FREEPHONE 0800 015 4767 

Tel: 01235239001    Mobile: 07540 018295 
E: draindoctor123@yahoo.com 
W: www.draindoctoroxford.co.uk 

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
•	 24 hour CCTV
•	 Easy Access
•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS

Limited
OxfordOxford

We provide:

• Regular Cleaning
• End of tenancy/moving house cleaning
• One off deep and spring cleaning
• Bed making/changing
• Inside window cleaning
• Laundry and ironing service

We are:

• Fully insured
• Reliable/flexible
• Affordable hourly rates
• Committed to customer satisfaction

Contact us for your free estimation 
Tel: 07748407302
Email: cleanerdifferenceoxford@gmail.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS 
ED VAIZEY WRITES...
Thank you to all those who contacted me after 
the incident which took place in Westminster 
recently. My team and I are fine and offer our 
sincerest condolences to each of the victims 
and their families. PC Keith Palmer lost his 
life protecting MPs and their staff and his 
bravery and professionalism will never be 
forgotten.
The Government have now invoked Article 50 and formally 
commenced the UK’s process of withdrawing from the European 
Union. Over the next two years, the Government will now be 
tasked with negotiating a positive new partnership with the EU’s 
remaining member states. The Prime Minister has made clear 
that she will attempt to deliver an outcome that works in the 
interests of the whole of the UK and will not ignore those who 
voted to ‘Remain’. MPs will be able to debate, scrutinise and vote 
on important negotiating decisions and I will make sure that the 
voices of the constituency are heard throughout.
Some of you may be aware of the 1940s film “Magic Town” in 
which the owner of a company which performs consumer surveys 
lacks the funds to compete with its larger rivals in the field. Instead, 
he comes across a small town which he believes is perfectly 
representative of the nation’s views and uses it to conduct his 
research. This month, the team at ASI Data Science used modern 
data science methods to establish an English “Magic Town” - 
an  area that is most representative of the whole country.  Their 
verdict? Our very own Didcot! Of course, we have always known 
that Didcot is indeed a “Magic Town”, but it is great to see it finally 
get the official recognition it deserves!
I am pleased to see that the Oxfordshire Cycling Network has 
launched its vision of a future Strategic Cycle Network for 
Oxfordshire. This will be a county-wide ‘all ages, all abilities’ 
cycle network linking major towns, workplaces and transport hubs 
with safe, direct and attractive routes. The 366-mile network could 
cost £120m and take 15 to 20 years to build, but it would bring 
transport and health benefits of worth at least 7 times that in the 20 
year period alone.
ED VAIZEY, MP Wantage and Didcot (Conservative)

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by
Post The House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com
News Sign up at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
Tel 01235 768 888

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT
Over the last few weeks, Richard and I have been working very hard 
all around the whole of the Sutton Courtenay and Marcham division 
on the County Council elections, so please forgive this rather brief 
District Council report and lack of a County Council report this 
month. I thought I would highlight two pieces of information on the 
Vale website.
Grants
It is that time of year when grants can be applied for. There are three 
types of grants:
1. Capital grants scheme for the Abingdon and NE surrounding 
areas with a total of £42,110 to give away…..if you are a not-for-
profit organisation you can apply for a minimum of £1,000 and up to 
50% of the cost of capital projects (eligibility criteria applies) 
Round 1 runs from 1st April to 15th May 2017
Round 2 opens 20thAugust to 15thOctober 2017 
Round 3 opens 1st December to 10th January
2. New Homes Bonus Community Grant scheme for the Abingdon 
and NE surrounding area with a total of £34,802 to give away. The 
above details also apply to this grant.
3. The Festival grant scheme. This opened on 1st April 2017 and 
will close on 28th February 2018.

More details about the grants and how to apply for all them can be 
found on the Vale website.
Syrian Families in the Vale
In June 2016, the councils pledged to resettle eight Syrian refugee 
families under a Home Office funded scheme. Four families have 
already been settled in South Oxfordshire and the Vale, with two 
more families arriving in May. The Vale are now looking for private 
landlords who can offer two more three-bedroom properties for 
future refugee families. If you know of anyone who fits this picture, 
the Vale asks you to contact Thon Gaunt on 01235 422442.
PS. Please can I remind you to exercise your democratic right by 
voting on 4th May 2017.
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com

6th – 29th May 2017  
Amazing art in wonderful places 
across Oxfordshire.
All for free.     
Explore the county’s creative talent in 450 
artists’ studios, homes, galleries & a wealth of 
interesting places.
Artweeks is an opportunity to enjoy the visual arts in a relaxed and 
friendly way, meeting the artists and designer-makers and seeing 
them in action.
Be inspired, diverted and delighted; have a go, and even chose an 
original work of art to take home.
Choose your week
SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE 6 – 14 MAY
NORTH OXFORDSHIRE 13 – 21 MAY
OXFORD CITY 20 – 29 MAY
PAINTING – PRINT MAKING – PHOTOGRAPHY – DESIGN – 
CERAMICS – JEWELLERY – SCULPTURE – MOSAIC – WOODTURNING 
– TEXTILES – GLASS & more

www.artweeks.org

Marcham Motor Club 21st March: World of Tanks
Marcham Motor Club, still under one year old, invited its 
first external speaker for the meeting on the 21st of March. 
Over 20 people came to hear Les Tyler, ex-Programme 
Manager for the Challenger II tank design, talk to the club 
about tank design generally, and then concentrating on 
the design  decisions taken for Challenger II,  Britain’s 
main battle tank, moving from a likely threat from North 
West Europe to a war in the desert of the Gulf of Arabia. 
Designs from the USA, Germany, France and Poland 
were all assessed by H.M. Government before awarding 
the contract to BAE systems in 1991. The tortuous 
procurement and negotiation process was also part of the 
talk and the final video was an exciting view of what 
the Challenger is capable of; moving at speed across 
rough ground whilst maintaining a stable and fast firing 
platform. Its ability to do this was as much to do with the 
sophisticated software systems employed as is was to the 
mechanical engineering involved. The talk was followed 
by questions, all entertainingly answered by Les Tyler. 
Our thanks go to him for providing us with an insight into 
current tank design thinking. 
If you are interested in hearing more about what the 
Marcham Motor Club does and coming along to the 
next meeting then please see the following web page: 
http://asm.churchinsight.com/Groups/275610/Marcham_
Motor_Club.aspx
PETER STEERE
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

GCSE / A Level English / Philosophy Tutor
Excellent testimonials and results.  

TAKING BOOKINGS NOW
AQA Examiner

www.englishandphilosophytutor.com
englishandphilosophytutor@gmail.com

07771925238

___________________________________ 
 

   M SUMMERS  ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

_____________________________________ 
            Your Local Electrician, Fully Qualified, With Over 20 Years Experience. 

 

             All Work Certified To BS7671 & Building Control Notified If Required 

 

                               Please Contact Me For A Free Quotation 

                                    Fully Insured & Warranty Available 

                                             You’re In Safe Hands! 

07894 955438 

MSummersElectrical@btinternet.com 
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Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement to 
help develop strength and flexibility and ease tension 
from mind and body. 
 
Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 
   
   Andrea Buckingham 
      07939 523083 
  www.innerstrengthpilates.co.uk 

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

�� EXTENSIONS
�� ALTERATIONS
�� PLASTERING
�� KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
�� FENCING
�� ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

376
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND  OUT OF SCHOOL

NEWS FROM LITTLE ANGELS 
Baby Room We are enjoying 
the lovely weather in April! This 
means we have been outside 
in the baby garden, spending 
time outside in the fresh air is an 
important aspect here at Little Angels, looking at the great field we 
have around us to see the dogs being walked, birds and we know 
its nearly summer because the tractor is back cutting the grass on 
the cricket pitch! There has been lots of sand play, learning the 
concept of empty and full but filling the sand bucket up! 
We were also treated over Easter by a visit in our garden, they left 
paw prints to show us where they have been. The Easter bunny left 
us lots of different size eggs - they are intriguing to feel and put in 
and out of baskets. 
Pre-School Room We enjoyed Jill visit where she told is the story 
of Easter. All the children listened intently and could tell the adults 
here why we celebrate Easter. There was also a visit from the Eater 
bunny, leaving tracks in the garden for us to find the eggs, we then 
used our mathematical ideas to look at sizes, weight and placed 
them into groups to compare them. 
We also had to develop our hand eye co-ordination, by competing 
in our egg and spoon race- it was great fun and also we learnt 
that sometimes you need to move slowly to balance the egg on 
the spoon! Then we created our own Easter bonnets and paraded 
around the garden in them, we are always very proud of what we 
achieve and the teachers who help us also very proud of what we 
accomplish!
We have also been very interested in the mini beasts in our 
garden, so much that we made a hotel for them to stay in using 
natural resources we could find in the field, we made sure there 
was small and dark places for them to feel safe. Then we created 
a water habitat for water insects, it was so much to see how we 
could manipulate the water to make bubbles and space for the mini 
beasts to live. 
We could not forget that the doctors came to check we were all ok, 
Laia was not feeling too well so had an appointment to check she 
was ok! They checked her temperature, ears and eyes! Even some 
bandages were used to make Laia better!
Breakfast & Afterschool Club Although there have not been many 
weeks in April, it has been very busy. We were very fortunate that 
our local PCSO is our friend, he popped in to say hello and check 
we were all ok. He even let us have a look in his Police Van and the 
equipment he uses! Here at Little Angels we believe it is important 
to be part of the community, and that includes those who help look 
after us here in Marcham. 
There was also lots of fun and competition with our very own egg 
and spoon race, we helped each other to make sure our eggs 
stayed on the spoons! 
Are you joining Marcham School in September? There is limited 
space available in our Breakfast and After School Club, contact 
Kaye at kaye@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk to arrange a time to 
look around and see what we can offer to support you. 
To find out more and see what we have been up to follow us on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/littleangelsmarcham and take a 
look at our website: www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk


MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
If you have young children and would like to register an interest in your child attending Marcham School in the future, please fill in and 
return this form to school as soon as possible. This form is not an application to school and does not guarantee a place, but will allow us 
to plan the future of the school and help with our discussions with the Admissions Team at Oxfordshire County Council.

NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:

ADDRESS:

NAME OF CHILD DATE OF BIRTH MALE/FEMALE

NEWS FROM MARCHAM SCHOOL
Birmingham Symphony Hall
On Saturday 25th March 12 children from Marcham Primary 
School travelled to Birmingham Symphony Hall to take part in the 
75th anniversary concert of Oxfordshire County Music Service. 
We were part of a massed choir of primary and secondary school 
pupils who sang a piece called Apollo’s Lyre. 
First it was a long drive because it took about 2 hours to get there. 
When we got there we didn’t know where the Symphony Hall was 
but it was right behind us. Then we walked in and it looked like 
a shopping aisle. The hall was massive inside and there were red 
seats everywhere and there were some seats almost going into the 
ceiling. Then we had a practice and it went really well. After that we 
had our tea. Then it was the real thing and it was terrifying but we 
did it. We felt special because we sang at Birmingham Symphony 
Hall , one of the most important concert halls and we felt  tingly 
because we were very proud of ourselves. After the interval there 
were lots of great things to listen to. We really enjoyed Hot Mikado 
by the Oxfordshire Youth Musical Theatre Group. 
At the very end Ollie went to the front and sang Land of Hope and 
Glory with the County Youth Orchestra. Then there was a massive 
balloon drop over all our parents. It was so much fun. We didn’t get 
back until 2 o’clock in the morning and some of us didn’t wake up 
until 10 o’clock the next day. 
ISLA HILIS & CHARLOTTE WILSON

Marcham School Easter Egg Hunt
I’d like to say a big thank you to Marcham Village Shop, who 
have been extremely kind in donating chocolate eggs for our 
school Easter egg hunt this year. You can only imagine the delight 
it brings to the children when they find their eggs (their squeals 
can be heard right across the school) and this joy has been made 
possible by the shop’s generosity. Thank you!
V HUTCHINSON

PTA Round-up
Many thanks to everyone who bought 
a ticket for our Easter raffle, and 
particular thanks to Lisa Newport 
who singlehandedly put together the 
Easter hamper and sold the tickets, 
raising a total of £93.  
By the time you read this we will have held our Spring Disco.  We’ve 
needed to rearrange the Family Quiz Night we had planned for 19 
May, and as soon as we have a new date we’ll let everyone know.
Don’t forget to put Friday 7 July in your diary, the day of the PTA 
Summer Fete.  It’s guaranteed to be lots of fun for all the family 
and one of our biggest fund-raiders.  Many more details will follow.

See you on the school run
Peter Kidd, PTA Chair
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PERSONAL SERVICES

Bouquets :: Baskets :: Handtieds  
Wedding Flowers :: Funeral Tributes

Modern And Traditional Arrangements
Contact: Jackie 07850-570019

www.floral-elegance-flowers.co.uk

F
l o

r a l  E l e g a n c e

Flowers for All Occasio
ns

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

 

Foot Health Professional
Providing complete foot care  
in the comfort of your home

• Nail trimming 
• Corn removal 
• In-growing nails 
• Callus reduction
• Fungal infections
• Foot Massage

Erna Bage MCFHP MAFHP

01235 535050
foot-health@talktalk.net

Member of the British Association of  
Foot Health Professionals

Based in Marcham, Denman offers day schools and short 
courses in cookery, craft and lifestyle. Book with us today! 

To get 10% off your booking call                                                
01865 391 991 and quote the code: MADNews. 

www.denman.org.uk  

EVERYONE 
WELCOME! 
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Abingdon Drama Club 
Young Company
The Odd Couple

by Neil Simon

Monday 15th - Wednesday 17th May | 7:30pm
Unicorn Theatre, Abingdon
Tickets: £10 (£8 Concessions)
Online: www.abingdon-drama-club.com
Shop: The Bookstore, Abingdon Precinct
Phone: 0845 4636638

ADC – in 3D since 1944

www.abingdon-drama-club.com

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MUSIC, DRAMA AND OTHER THINGS TO DO

Sunningwell and District Gardening Club
Thursday 11th May  at 7.30pm

Talk by Ann Dawson on 
Opening your garden for N.G.S.
Venue: Sunningwell  Village Hall
New and non-members welcome 

Entrance fee:  Members £2   Non-Members £3
Visit our website at www.sdgc.org.uk

Thursday 4th May
SPECIAL EVENT: CHARLIE DORE
An Exclusive Preview Of The New Album - 
Dark Matter With Julian Littman (Steeleye 
Span) & Gareth Huw Davies (virtuoso 5-string 
double bass player)
www.charliedore.com
Doors: 7.15pm - Music: 7.30pm | £14

 -- o O o -- 
ROSS COUPER & TOM OAKES 
www.rossandtom.com 
Support: Emma Lawrence
Thursday 11th May 
Doors: 7:00pm Music: 7.15pm | £14 

Abingdon Unicorn Theatre
Tickets: www.musicattheunicorn.org.uk 
& REMADE GUITARS, (Stratton Way) Coxeter House

AFTER SCHOOL DROP-IN FOR  
SECONDARY AGED YOUNG PEOPLE.

Come join us at the Baptist Chapel on Packhorse 
Lane after school for any amount of time (until about 

6pm).  There will be the chance to play games and 
generally spend time with friends.  

Contact Rob, the Parish Youth Worker for more 
information, rob@marchamyouth.org

ABINGDON  
AIR & COUNTRY SHOW   

Gates Open 8am
Show Opens 10am
Sunday 14th MAY      
Abingdon Airfield, 

Dalton Barracks
A great family day out with something for everyone, it has 
now become one of the largest events in the Thames Valley 

area. 3 hour flying display, static aircraft, ground attractions, 
craft and trade stalls, falconry, Farms 2 Ewe, Abingdon 
Morris dancers, live music from Ellie Mae of ‘Britains 

got Talent’ fame, The Mangled Wurzels, Abingdon Rock 
Choir, Radio Days big band, Oxford Drum Troupe, Classic 

and Military vehicles, Helicopter flights, Arena displays, 
Abingdon Caledonian pipes and drums and much more. 
Tickets in advance: Adult £12 Seniors £8 Child £4
On the day: Adults £17.50 Seniors £12 Child £6 

Advance tickets available from  
www.abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

Supporting the work of 12th and 13th May
abingdonjazzfestival.org.uk

Sponsored by Slade Legal

Age UK Oxfordshire 
and Action for Carers 

Oxfordshire have moved 

Local older people’s charity Age UK Oxfordshire has moved from 
West Saint Helen Street, in the centre of Abingdon, to 

Unit 9/10 Napier Court, Barton Lane, 
Abingdon OX14 3YT 

They have been joined by their sister charity, Action for Carers 
Oxfordshire, who are moving from The Charter, Abingdon
Age UK Oxfordshire:

 www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire/ or ring: 0345 450 1276 
Carers Oxfordshire:

www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk/cms/ or ring: 0345 050 7666

Open Day  –  Have A Go
footwear & coaching provided, no charge

Saturday 6th May 2017   2.00pm
The Bowls Club is situated behind 

Milton Football Club, Milton Heights
Contact: Colin Trinder 01865 391718
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FOOD AND DRINK

www.milletsfarmcentre.comMillets
FARM CENTRE

Freshly picked, homegrown 

Asparagus
Now available in the Farm Shop

Beef, Rosé Veal, Lamb, Mutton
Free Range Pork and Free Range Eggs

Also available at Marcham Village Shop

Direct from our Farm Shop at  
Manor Farm, Marcham OX13 6NZ

Open Monday - Saturday 10am - 1pm
01865 391 327

www.cumberfarms.co.uk

Reared on 
our farms 

to the 
highest 

standards 
of  quality 

and 
welfare

Frozen 
and 

vacuum 
packed in 
a variety 
of  sizes

 

 

 

“Probably the best 
Takeaway in 
Abingdon!” 

(Tripadvisor, Just Eat,  
Hungry House) 

FREE HOME DELIVERY 
ON ORDERS OVER £20 WITHIN 6 MILE RADIUS 

(ABINGDON £15) 
10% DISCOUNT ON COLLECTION (ORDERS OVER £10) 

01235 55 30 92 / 53 39 31 
15 BRIDGE STREET ABINGDON OX14 3HN 

MAHEETANDOORI@YAHOO.COM 

Frilford Heath
Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard

Shop open 11- 6 on Saturdays or by appointment
Wines, gifts and conviviality 

English Wine Week Open Days
Sat 27 May – Wander around vines, picnic, dogs on lead welcome. 
Free tours at 11 and 3, and at 2pm entertaining book reading 

by Graham Hardy (author of a Wine Miscellany) 
£4 with a glass of wine.  

Venue hire or tour groups catered for by prior arrangement.
01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk

www.bothyvineyard.co.uk Facebook.com/bothyvineyard

HOLIDAYS

Contact: Mrs Sigrid Grawert

Tel  01865 391298  
Fax 01865 391173 
enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk 
www.bnb-rafters.co.uk 

Abingdon Road 
Marcham 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
OX13 6NU

B&B Rafters 
Join us and discover  

A place  to relax

Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
•	 Located in a private gated community
•	 Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
•	 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
•	 Sleeps up to 10 
•	 Air conditioned and fully equipped 
•	 Own swimming pool and covered patio
•	 Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com
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Local Events
£11,830

Donations
£8,260

Bank Balance
£22,225

5p Coins
7562

2016 - 2017 Membership
Voting: 72       Junior: 18

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 MCG & PLANT SALES

Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim)  admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org
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mCommunity event on 13th May — Fund-raising concert
We are delighted that Marcham will again have the pleasure in May of playing host to a concert by the Isis
Chamber Orchestra, which has generously offered to support community facilities.

ISIS Chamber Orchestra
Saturday 13th May 2017, 7.30pm
All Saints’ Church, Marcham
Conductor: Chris Gill
Flute: Rachel Wright
Clarinet: Ruth Foxman
Music: Vaughan Williams - Two Hymn Tune Preludes (Dominus regit me, Eventide) for small orchestra
Danzi - Sinfonia Concertante for flute, clarinet and orchestra, Grieg - Holberg Suite, Haydn - Symphony no. 80
MCG will provide food and refreshments for the concert, with proceeds from the evening going to support 
community facilities through MCG. Please come along, support the event and enjoy this evening of great music. 

Tickets (£10, concessions: £8 Children under 16: £4) available from Marcham Village Shop in early May.

St Helen‘s 2017 
Spring Plant Sale
10.00 - 12.30pm  

Saturday 20th May
St Helen‘s Church, 

Church Lane, 
Dry Sandford OX13 6JP

Garden and house plants,  
tea, cake ... and more

www.sthelensdrysandford.org

Wantage & Grove Lions are holding a 
plant and garden bit and pieces sale 
at East Hanney British Legion Hall on 
Saturday May 6th. Also cake stall and 
refreshments come & get your spring 

plants open 10am - 1.30pm. 

Riding for the Disabled 
Plant and Craft Sale 

10am-1pm
Saturday 20 May 2017 

Lower Lodge Riding Centre, 
Charney Road, Southmoor OX13 5HW 

Cards, crafts and books. 
Refreshments, Raffle,  

Children’s Stalls Tombola 

We welcome donations of plants for the sale. 
Either bring them along on the day or get in 
touch with the organiser Sarah Wilkinson at 
sarahwilkinson123@gmail.com

Sunningwell and District 
Gardening Club

Plant Sale 
10.am to 12.00pm 
Saturday 3rd June

Sunningwell Village Hall

SPRING PLANT SALES
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Dear Friends, 

There are times when we become increasingly aware of the fragile nature of the world around us; whether that is in 
a global sense [e.g. environmental concerns such as climate change, international tension and conflict, wildlife species 
on the brink of extinction], a more local sense [e.g. increasing traffic concerns, additional houses being built, reduced 
public services], or in a personal sense [e.g. bereavement, loss, changed circumstances, health concerns]. At present 
the world appears to be particularly fragile, and as a result some can feel very vulnerable. 

Being aware of our human vulnerability is not necessarily a bad thing. As human beings we can exhibit amazing 
strengths and great resilience, but also great weakness. We like to think that we are all self-sufficient, that we can live 
independent lives from one another (and God) – do our own thing regardless, and pay only lip service to our 
vulnerabilities. 

In fact, as with so much of life, we are not meant to be independent beings, but interdependent. We need one another! 
And if we follow this train of thought from a Christian world-view, we soon come to the place of recognising that as 
human beings made in the image of our Creator God, we are called to be interdependent and also dependent on the 
life and guidance that our Creator alone can provide. He provides a framework for life that enables and enriches our 
lives, provides healthy moral and spiritual boundaries that are in place for our overall wellbeing – and given that we 
may know a rich and deep fullness of life. Rather than being confining, these boundaries are liberating, freeing and a 
source of blessing, and a framework for community. 

The well-known, and much loved, Psalm 23 speaks powerfully about knowing the shepherding care of God, even in a 
dark and scary world. The psalm speaks of the living presence of God, and that this takes away the fear of darkness 
and evil, and more than that, speaks of God pouring out his blessing. ‘I will not be afraid, for you are close beside me’. 
God can renew our strength, restore our soul, provide quiet places for rest and restoration – he has our wellbeing at 
heart. Jesus is the Good Shepherd, whose death and resurrection provides the means of life that we might know for 
ourselves this shepherding care of God, individually and as community. Easter anticipates Pentecost! 

May the month of May be one of interdependent blessing for you and those you love. 

Richard 

Revd. Canon Richard Zair, Vicar 

Contacts: Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org * Jill Rowe Children’s and families 
Minister 390885 families@allsaintsmarcham.org * Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, 
rob@marchamyouth.org *Tim Jack Churchwarden 01865 864900 * Debbie Flint Churchwarden 01865 391056 * 
Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator 391319 * Parish Office: info@allsaintsmarcham.org 

 

 

 
 
 

Regular services 

Sundays: 10am & 6pm at All Saints’  

Wednesday: 10.30am at Duffield Place 

Men’s Breakfast – Saturday May 6th, 
8.30am at the Baptist Hall 

Changing Room (Women’s Breakfast) 
– Saturday May 20th, 8.30am at the 
Baptist Hall. Speaker: Ky Prevette 

http://www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk/

