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Dear Readers
The information about Ladies Hole has 
been fascinating – what other local stories 
are there! If you have a tale to tell, please 
send it in – or you could even put it in 
verse!

I am looking forward to seeing how far the 
senior travellers can get on their free bus 
passes, I suppose the rest of us will just 
have to carry on paying to get to Skegness 
and back...

Until next time .

PUBLISHER/EDITOR
Meriel Lewis
8 Orchard Way, Marcham
Abingdon OX13 6PP
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk

Advertising
Contact the Editor

distributorS
Judith & Peter Fontaine
14 Tower Close, Marcham
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275

deadlines
Advertising: 5pm 15th month
Other copy: 5pm 20th month

additional copies
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.

Notes The Editor reserves the right 
to alter, omit or hold over copy to another 
issue. The views expressed in the Marcham 
& District News are not necessarily those 
of the editorial team.

police
PC Paul Reece
Tel: 0845 8 505 505 

county councillor
Iain Brown
Tel: 01235 751210
Email: iainbrownconservatives@yahoo.co.uk

district councillor
Marcham and Shippon
Jane Hanna
4 Charlton Road, Wantage OX12 8ER
Tel: 01235 772782
Email: janehanna@dial.pipex.com
For other councillors go to
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2008
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

Parish Council News 
A415 – Traffic Trial
At the last meeting of the Council, Cllr. Ian 
Hudspeth, Cabinet Member for Transport 
and Mr. Steven Howell, Head of Transport 
at Oxfordshire County Council talked 
about the traffic trial and their reasons for 
not proceeding. Over 30% of residents had 
responded, with differing views depending 
on where the residents lived. The majority 
of those who lived on the A415 had voted 
“no”. This had given the County Council a 
dilemma. There was not sufficient support 
to go ahead with the scheme. The County 
Council was also facing an unexpected cut 
in funding of £6.5 million, certain items 
had had to be cut out and funding allocated 
to those schemes with the highest priority.  
At the moment there was no scheme in 
Marcham to go forward with. Assurances 
were given that consideration of the road 
problem in Marcham would be on-going. 
The County was reviewing river crossings 
such as that at Newbridge, and traffic on 
the A415 was an obvious element in that.  
Similarly traffic and Marcham was also 
included in the deliberation of the planned 
expansion of Grove and the new reservoir.
Howard Cornish Road – Bottle Banks
Further to last month’s report about the 
untidy state of the bottlebanks and the 
bags and boxes that are left behind, it has 
been suggested that a litter bin at the same 
site might solve the solution.  The Parish 
Council has written to the Vale of White 
Horse District Council to enquire whether 
a bin could be provided.
Concessionary Bus Passes
The Parish Council has received complaints 
about the new free bus passes for those 
who are eligible to receive them. They 
are available for use after 9.30 a.m. This 
has inconvenienced many who travel to 
doctors and other appointments before that 
time. Other District Councils such as South 
Oxfordshire District Council, Oxford City 
Council and West Oxfordshire District 
Council all allow their passes to commence 
from 9.00 a.m. It is odd that a Marcham 
resident travelling from Marcham to Oxford 
at 9.15 a.m. would have to pay whereas 
an Oxford resident travelling to Marcham 
at that time would travel free. The Parish 
Council has written to the Vale of White 
Horse District Council to try and resolve 
the anomaly, and to seek a 9.00 a.m. start 
for the bus pass. The pass itself is available 
for those over 60 and certain other eligible 
people. For further details, if you think 
you are entitled to a pass  but have not yet 
applied, contact the Vale of White Horse 
District Council on 01235 520202.
Oxfordshire Villages of the Year
Last year Marcham was highly commended 

in the Oxfordshire Villages of the Year 
Competition. The Certificate which has 
been presented to Marcham is now on 
display in the Post Office.
Noticeboard outside Institute
The noticeboard is in the process of being 
renovated and has had a new green backing 
put inside. As the weather improves, the 
wooden frame will be restained.  
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 9 April at 7.30pm. in the 
residents’ lounge, Duffield Place.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin, 
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833

BUS PASS news
If the proposed change to the starting time 
for the concessionary Bus Pass from 9am 
to 9.30am will personally inconvenience 
you then you should write to:

Steve Bishop
Strategic Director
Vale of White Horse District Council
Abbey House
Abingdon    OX14 3JE

and explain why you will be affected.

FOR SALE
Several boxes of superb quality items 
suitable for carboot sale.  £30 the lot.  
Tele: 01865 391961

Office/computer desk in light 
wood finish. 80cm deep x 160cm wide 
and 70cm high with cable trunking.  
Slot together system for easy 
assembly.	 £25 
Goodmans 20” CRT TV with SCART 
socket 	 £25
Call 01865 391725.

ERCOL DINING ROOM TABLE ... dark 
wood, good condition, seats six.  84cm 
x 53cm  £50
Ring 01865 391 462 to view

Wanted 
GATELEG TABLE WANTED ... must 
be in good conditon and able to seat 
four comfortably.  Ring 01865 391 462

MP’s Surgery wth Ed Vaizey
5.30-7.00pm, unless stated otherwise
11 April Faringdon, Corn Exchange
18 April Wallingford, Town Hall

9 May Didcot, King Alfred Drive
Community Centre

23 May Grove
Old Mill Hall, Old School Lane

Contact Ed Vaizey by

Post The House of Commons, 
London SW1A OAA

E-mail vaizeye@parliament.uk
Web www.vaizey.com
Tel 0207 219 6350


