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marcham &district news events, notices  & poem

talking science @ CCLRC RAL
Friday 9 February 7pm  age 14+
Gravity, gas and stardust Pete Edwards, Durham University 
How and when did out universe begin? What made it look 
like this? How will it end? Gravity, gas and stardust’ will take 
the audience on a journey through the cosmos, exploring 
some of the latest research projects of astronomy and what 
they reveal regarding the birth, life and death of our universe. 
The show will include demonstrations, hands-on activities 
and 3D movie clips.
Admission is free but booking is essential as places are limited. 
Booking opens four weeks prior to the lecture. To reserve places 
please either email talkingscience@rl.ac.uk or phone 01235 445959 
(24hr answerphone). 

Abingdon College & District
Film Society

new season
21 weekly screenings • comedy • drama

some old, many new • talks • special events

free brochure: Ab 522163 or info@abfilms.org.uk
2005-6 winners “best programme of films”

(British Federation of Film Societies awards)
www.abfilms.org.uk Reg. Charity 292723

OXFORD WELSH MALE VOICE CHOIR and guests
IN  CONCERT CELEBRATING ST DAVID 

featuring Rhian Williams, Mezzo Soprano 
and Immogen Garnett, Harpist

TRINITY CHURCH, Conduit Rd, ABINGDON
7.15pm SATURDAY MARCH 3rd 2007  

In aid of Trinity Church Organ Appeal and 
the OWMV Choir charity

Tickets: £10 / £9 [concession] Available from: 
Music Shop St Aldates Oxford; Dawsons High St, Abingdon; 

Ron Salter 01869 331245; John Prout 01235 521307

Could your village group make use of a small grant?
The Harding Bequest is a small charitable trust which for some 
years has made grants to a variety of causes in the parish. In fact, 
over the past year, village organisations have benefited from small 
grants totalling £5,600! Grants have been made to organisations 
such as Marcham Primary School, Marcham Pre-School Playgroup, 
Guides, Cubs and Brownies. These funds have been used to 
purchase books and Bibles, art equipment, help with travelling 
and catering expenses for camps as well as a contribution towards 
funding the Youth & Children’s Minister.
Any village group may apply to the Bequest for a grant if there is 
an evident need. The Trustees’ intention is to be specific in their 
giving, without needing to know the names of individuals who 
would benefit. Meeting the cost of hiring a coach or a meeting 
place, or the purchase of specific equipment needed by the group 
would be good examples of how the Trustees can help should there 
be genuine need.
If you are involved in a village organisation that may benefit from 
a small grant you are invited to write to Louise Butt, Secretary 
to The Harding Bequest, 8 Hyde Copse, Marcham OX13 6PT 
outlining how you think the Trustees might be able to help.

BOTHY HOUSE WINS VALE DESIGN AWARD
When we bought Bothy Vineyard five years ago, our 
dream of living amongst our vines, in an ultra modern, 
environmentally-friendly and yet practical house seemed 
within reach. There were a huge number of challenges 
which, when viewed collectively were very daunting, and 
it would take nearly four years before we could realise this 
ambition. And yet, last month, our new home received a 
Design Award commendation in the Vale of the White Horse 
Design Awards. (See cover for pictures.)
The new house at Bothy Vineyard was designed by Wylie 
Associates (www.wylie-associates.com).  A part of this brief 
was to incorporate the old bothy which was the only proper 
building on site, and the walled garden attached to it.  In order 
to optimise solar gain during the colder months, the house 
has been built with a large number of highly insulated glass 
windows facing south, which trap the sunshine and warm the 
house up.  In the summer, shading called brise solei shade 
out most of the sunshine, while a natural ventilation system 
pulls air through the house to cool it during the night.
There are many other “intelligent” and environmental features 
in the house, but one is continually wondering whether there 
are other technologies that one should be incorporating! The 
most important thing is that the house really works for us as a 
family, and it works for us as a business/shop building too.   
SIAN AND RICHARD LIWICKI
www.bothyvineyard.co.uk

NADINE ROGERS
An old school friend is trying to get in touch with Nadine 
Rogers who used to live in Marcham. If anyone knows where 
she is now, please contact paul@elegantcuisine.com.

A PERFECT DAY
Did you miss that Autumn evening

Or like me, did you enjoy.
Just standing in your garden
Gazing at the clear blue sky.

It held a peaceful silence
That made you feel at ease.

Not one note from a single bird
And no movement among the trees.

It has been a perfect day
An evening that made you feel proud.
But there was just one small problem

It was an evil looking black cloud.

This black cloud hung motionless
Directly in front of the Sun.

Who was doing its very best
To return from where it had begun.

This cloud defied all known laws
It should have been moving away.
But it simply hung there motionless

As if it was here to stay.

The Sun stretched out its many arms
And tried to push the cloud away.
But this cloud was a wicked cloud

And taunted I am here to stay.

I knew the Sun would disappear
And that the cloud would drift away.

I can’t tell you what tomorrow will bring
But this has been a perfect day.

M.Shepherd

BBOWT FAIR TRADE 
COFFEE MORNING
Methodist Church, High Street, Witney
10am - 12 noon, 10 February
Contact Shirley Jarvis 01865 371297
Come and meet the badger!


