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READ & RECYCLE!                   FREE

Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events. 

Diary for May
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May Bank Holidays 2018 Waste Collection Change

Wednesday 9 May Thursday 10 May
Rubbish and Food Waste

Wednesday 30 May Thursday 31 May
Recycling, Garden and Food Waste

▲ Marcham Pre-school 
waiting for new shoots to 
appear see page 11

► Pre-school's 50th birthday 
party see page 20

▲ Little Angel project 
managers and engineers ► 
checking the building site 
on Anson Field see page 11

3 Thu Music at the Unicorn: Gilmore & Roberts, 19.00 15
5 Sat Wantage and Grove Lions Garden Sale,  

East Hanney BL Hall, 10.00 – 13.30
17

6 Sun Abingdon Air and Country Show, Dalton 
Barracks, 10.30 – 17.30

5

8 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
– 15.30

7

8 Tue Marcham Society: William Wintle, All Saint’s 
Church, 19.30

7

9 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

10 Thu Midweek Walk: The Hand and Shears, Church 
Hanborough, 12.30 lunch / 13.30 walk

7

10 Thu Sunningwell Gardening Club, 19.30 17
11 Fri Eclectic Cabaret, Wootton Community Centre, 

20.00
15

12 Sat Village Litter Pick, Anson Field, 09.30 5
12 Sat RDA Plant Sale and Mini Fête, Southmoor, 

10.00 – 13.00
17

12 Sat Vale Chairman’s Charity Fundraising Show, 
Beacon, Wantage, 19.00

5

13 Sun Marcham Pre-School 50th Birthday 
Celebration, School, 11.00 – 15.00

20

13 Sun YoCO Buttercup Family 5K Run and Walk, 
Manor Farm, Eaton 12.00

2

16 Wed The Arts Society Lecture, Trinity Church, 
Abingdon, 10.30 & 14.00

2

17 Thu Marcham WI, Denman College, 19.30 7
18 Fri Deadline for entry to win tickets to 

Mapledurham at War, 17.00
2

18 Fri Quiz Night, Club Room, MSSSC, 20.15 7
20 Sun Plant Sale and Tea, Prior’s Corner, Marcham, 

14.00 – 17.00
5

20 Sun Deadline for next MADNews, 17.00:  
editor@madnews.co.uk

22 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place, 14.00 
– 15.30

7

22 Tue Garford AGM, Garford Village Hall, 19.30 3
23 Wed Annual Marcham Parish Meeting, Marcham 

School, 19.30
11

1968 – 2018

You are invited to our 50 th
Birthday celebrations

On Sunday 13 th
May 2018

11am – 3pm

To include all residents, friends and neighbours of the village, 

who have been part of the pre-school history.

Join us for our free event at Marcham Pre-school and enjoy….

Bring your own picnic and join our ‘mad hatter’s tea-party’. Anyone 

wishing to make a decorated hat can enter our competition - there will be 

a prize for the best hat from each decade! (adults and children!)

Magic Peter Entertainment throughout the event 

Tea and cakes available

Fancy Dress Hat Competition          Contribute to our family crafts area

Beer Tent          Meet the Llamas          Egg Throwing          Water Stocks

Free side shows & activities    Decorate Gingerbread People

Sports activities

Explore the history of pre-school (bring along any photos)

Showcase of our “50 things for 50 years” sponsored events!

Collect the letters from our posters around the village and collect a prize

LOTS FOR ALL THE FAMILY!           ALL AGES WELCOME!

Win a prize with our ‘100 square’ competition and/or furthest 

traveller in our ‘balloon release’ - £1 to enter.

Any profits/donations taken on the day will go to Breast Cancer 

Research in memory of Louisa Borg. 

For more information: please ring 01865 392101 or 

email marchampreschool50years@hotmail.com

Happy May Day
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THINGS TO DO

DRAYTON SEQUENCE DANCE CLUB
Dancing Thursday Nights at 

Drayton Village Hall
7.30pm – 10.30pm

Admittance £2
Do you want to dance? Friendly club 

seeking new members
Further information 01235 531701

HOME & GARDEN

 

The Arts Society Abingdon (ex ADFAS) is holding 
its monthly lecture on Wednesday 16th May 
2018, 10.30am and 2.00pm, at Trinity Church, 
Conduit Road, Abingdon, OX14 1DB.

Henry VII’s State Bed 
by The Arts Society Lecturer Dr Jonathan Foyle 

When Arts Society Lecturer Dr Jonathan Foyle was invited to 
inspect a member of the public’s antique bed he assumed that 
the varnished Pre-Renaissance styled object must have been 
a late Victorian revival. It was just too improbable a survivor 
to really represent anything from the Tudor period. After two 
years of collaborative research to help find its identity, his initial 
impression that it was too good to be true was completely 
undermined. 

Non-Members welcome, £6.00 including coffee/tea.  The lectures 
are one hour long, but leave extra time for announcements etc.

The Arts Society Abingdon is celebrating its national Golden 
Jubilee on Wednesday 18 July 2018 at 6.30-8.45pm in the 
Amey Theatre at Abingdon School OX14 1DE. There will be a 
Reception in the adjacent Jekyll Garden with drinks, canapés 
and music – harpist Pervin Shahin will perform music from 
Baroque to Jazz – followed by a lecture by David Phillips on 
‘Who Says? Can we trust the experts on good and bad art?’
Non-members most welcome.   Free parking.  Tickets £12.50  

For more information on future lectures and other 
activities see our website or  

email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk
www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

ADRIAN SMITH
PAINTER & DECORATOR

City & Guilds qualified – 35 years of experience

domestic and commercial redecoration –
from a single room to an entire house

♦ period homes ♦ new builds ♦ change of tenancy ♦

♦ friendly, reliable and trustworthy service ♦

♦ quality finish using quality materials ♦

♦ competitive rates ♦

asmith417@btinternet.com

07717060297

♦

Mapledurham at War 
16 & 17 June 2018

Come to the Mapledurham Estate 
near Reading and see re-enactors 
camping as if it were World War 
II showing how life was during 

that time, in the location where Jack Higgins' exciting book 'The 
Eagle Has Landed' was filmed. There will be displays of army 
trucks, tanks and cars while amphibious jeeps will be swimming 
in the pond of the watermill. Authentic battles will take place each 
day and musicians and dancers from the period will entertain the 
troops. Christine Wallace and Jill Vallis will be sharing recipes and 
memories, plus Battle of Britain Memorial Flight which includes 
Spitfire, Hurricane, Lancaster, Dakota and Chipmunk aircraft!

Tickets in advance from www.mapledurhamatwar.co.uk
OR Win TWO FAMILY TICKETS by completing this 

wordsearch. Once you have ticked off all the words on the list 
you will be left with one hidden word relating to Mapledurham at 
War. Email this to editor@madnews.co.uk and all correct anwers 
will go into the hat and the two drawn out will win family tickets.

Deadline for entries: 5pm Friday 18th May
CHRISTINE
WALLACE 
JILL
VALLIS 
JACK 
HIGGINS
EAGLE
JUNE 
WAR
WATERMILL
WWII

  BUTTERCUP FAMILY 5K RUN AND WALK 2018  
  SUNDAY 13th MAY Midday  

  Manor Farm, Eaton OX13 5PR  
Please join us for a beautiful run/walk through 
undiscovered stunning wildflower meadows, woods, 
past ancient sites and by the River Thames. All 
welcome to run, walk and to bring dogs on leads. 
There will be an opportunity to picnic with friends 
and family at the finish. The Rotary Club will also be 
providing refreshments.

Entry: £15 per adult, £5 per child, 
£35 per family of  4

Medals for everyone! 

For full details go to 
www.yoco.online
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Dear Readers

There are lots of great things to do inside 
and out this month, with the Air Show 
taking over our skies, a Buttercup walk, 
lectures, plant sales, music and a 50th 
birthday party for Marcham Pre-school! 
Not to mention all the usual activities that 
happen every month of the year.

Not so usual this month, we have a 
competition to win tickets to Mapledurham 
at War – see opposite – that will be a great 
day out for two families.

Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
Annual Meeting of Electors – 23rd May 
7.30 p.m. Marcham Primary School
See notice on page 11. The guest speaker 
this year Mr Andy Brett, Emergency 
Planning Officer from Oxfordshire 
County Council, will talk about emergency 
planning and what the community can do 
to help itself. 
No Elections this Year in the Vale of 
White Horse
The Vale of White Horse District Council 
has been approached by some people 
making enquiries about elections in May. 
Unlike other parts of the county, there is 
no election here on 3rd May. No poll cards 
or postal votes will be sent out. The next 
elections which are due in this area will be 
in 2019. These will be Parish and District 
Council elections.
Oxford Cambridge Expressway
Highways England has given a briefing 
to the County Council on the Oxford 
Cambridge expressway proposals. The 
Parish Council has had sight of the slides 
shown. There are 3 main broad corridors 
undergoing study. The information 
available to date is not detailed, and it is 
therefore difficult to form a view on how 
Marcham will be affected. The Council 
has written to the Department of Transport 
requesting that it be formally consulted in 
due course, and has received an assurance 
that the Parish Council and others in the 
community will have the opportunity to 
express views on the scheme during the 
development process.
Abingdon Flood Alleviation Scheme
Modelling of the rivers Ock, Stert and 
Thames are still ongoing, as well as studies 
to use Abingdon Common, west of the 
A34 Marcham interchange, as a flood 
storage area. The results of studies will 
update the flood map. The Environment 
Agency’s newsletter about the whole 
project including the Oxford Scheme is 
available from them. To contact the project 
team or to request to be added to the 
newsletter mailing list, email enquiries@
environment-agency.gov.uk
Thames Water Utilities – Water 
Resources Management Plan
Thames Water’s plan has been considered 
by the Parish Council. Of note, of course, 
is the proposal for a reservoir in years to 

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS PARISH NOTICES

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2018
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

come, on land south of Marcham. The 
Council is concerned that it would have 
transport impacts in the area, yet there 
was no reference to a bypass or road 
improvements. Of concern too, was the 
volume of leaks elsewhere which should 
be addressed as well as trying to justify the 
need for a reservoir.
Planning applications
The Parish Council has considered the 
following applications:
P18/V0624/HH Demolition of existing 
garage, construction of two storey extension 
to form grandparent annex. Construct new 
garage and extend dropped kerb to A415 
at Stone Cottage, Abingdon Road. Council 
requested an electric charging point owing to 
the existence of the air quality management 
area, screening alongside the A415, and 
materials compatible with the existing.
P18/V0769/HH and P18/V0770/LB 
Alterations to wall to form new access, 
drive and erection of bay open port garage 
at 12 Frilford Road. The Council requested 
an electric charging point owing to the 
existence of the air quality management 
area, confirmation that the conservation 
officer was in agreement, and materials 
compatible with the existing. 
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 9th May 2018 at 7.30p.m. in 
the residents’ lounge, Duffield Place. 
Please check noticeboard outside the 
Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk in 
case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

FRILFORD NOTICES
Please Note:

All members of the Frilford Parish 
Mailing List will receive an opt-in 

request in early May  
as per GDPR requirements

For more information or to join 
the Frilford Book Club, Parish 
Email or WhatsApp Group email  
frilfordparish@gmail.com

GARFORD AGM
Residents of Garford are invited to 
attend the 126th Annual General 
Meeting at the Village Hall at 7:30pm 
on Tuesday 22nd May. It is anticipated 
that representatives of OCC and the 
Vale will be present. In addition to 
the regular agenda items, the recent 
publication of the Thames Water 5 year 
Draft Water Resource Management 
Plan which again includes the proposed 
construction of the Abingdon Reservoir 
will be discussed.
Rob Treadgold 
Chair Garford Parish Meeting.

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by

Post The House of Commons, 
London SW1A OAA

E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com

News Sign up at http://bit.ly/
EdVaizeyMP

Tel 01235 768 888
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When you contact an advertiser, please 
mention you saw their ad in MADNews

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

A. D. Maclean
T  R  E  E   M  A  N  A  G  E  M  E  N  T   L  T  D 

• Tree Removal
• Crown thinning, reduction and lifting
• Sectional tree removals
• Fruit tree pruning 
• Stump grinding
• Hedge cutting
• Seasoned logs and kindling supplied
• £10M Public Liability Insurance
• All work carried out to BS 3998:2010

Based in Frilford, Oxfordshire, A.D. Maclean Tree Management Ltd 
is a small, local business dedicated to providing high quality, 

professional tree care throughout The Vale of the White Horse

www.admtrees.co.ukandrew@admtrees.co.uk

Call today for friendly, professional 
advice and a free quotation

01865 391859

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

A Member of Decorators Network
D. DOWNES
Painting & Decorating

All types of wall coverings
darren.downes72@gmail.com
01235 221012 or  07974 672579

Supply & fit all types 

of fencing & gates

No obligation quotations

Fully insured

01865 739005 / 07900 938061
trentwoodfencingoxfordshire.co.ukGarner’s Estates & Landscapes

Landscaping for over 25 years

• Soft & hard landscaping
• Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

• Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

• Tree & hedge planting
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

OXFORD HOUSE CLEARANCES
Residential & Commercial

Prompt, Reliable & Confidential
References available

Call us today !
01235 534216 / 07876 515258

Full Cleaning Service Available

www.oxfordclearances.co.uk
oxfordhouseclearances@outlook.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS MARCHAM VILLAGE SHOP, LITTER PICK & WHAT'S ON

Personal adverts in MADNews are free so if 
you want to put in a notice or have something 
to sell, call the editor on 391725 or email 
editor@madnews.co.uk

Book publishing from Stanford Publishing
Do you have a story you’d like published? 
A manuscript in a drawer waiting to be printed?
Stanford Publishing is experienced in all aspects of 
publishing and can provide advice and guidance through 
the process from the first thought to the finished book. 
Assistance can also be provided for marketing the 
book, having an online presence, etc. Working with 
professional typesetters and printers, we can convert 
your Word file or handwritten manuscript into print and also 
into an e-book if required.
Call  Richard on 01367 710677  
or email richard.astell@stanfordpublishing.co.uk

Countryside Champion needed for 
Vale District

The Campaign to Protect Rural England 
is looking for a new Chairperson 
to help co-ordinate its activities in 
the Vale of White Horse, including 
Abingdon, Wantage, Faringdon 
and all the surrounding areas. 
CPRE works to protect and promote 
the countryside.  We have a very 
friendly and experienced Vale 
District committee, but would love 
to find someone to come on board as 
Chair.  It’s a great way of getting to 
know your local area and helping to 
influence local decision-making on 
issues as varied as planning policy, 
affordable housing, litter, minerals 
and water.  With so much development 
scheduled to come through in the area 
in the next 20 years, it is vital that 
someone is in place to speak up for 
the countryside and make sure that we 
can keep thriving village communities.  
The role is voluntary and needs a 
commitment of just a few hours 
a week.  No particular knowledge 
or qualifications are required, 
but it would suit someone with 
leadership or organisational 
experience and good people skills.  
Full details are available on 
the CPRE Oxfordshire website –  
www.cpreoxon.org.uk
Or by calling the CPRE Branch Office 
on T: 01491 612079
To find out more about CPRE Oxfordshire 
see our website (www.cpreoxon.org.
uk) or follow us on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/CPREOxfordshire) or 
Twitter (@CPREOxfordshire) and sign 
up to our monthly e-news bulletin  
(E: administrator@cpreoxon.org.uk / 
T: 01491 612079).

It's time for a 
Village Litter Pick 
Saturday 12th May 
starting at 9:30 am

Meet on the Anson Field

Children under 16 welcome  
with adult supervision

Vale Chairman's Charity 
Fundraising Show

Saturday Night at the Wantage Beacon 
7pm Saturday 12 May 

including singing, comedy, music and 
more ...

Tickets cost £13.50 each or £10 for 
concessions available from the Beacon 
01235 763456 or Karen Dodd 01235 
422082 or karen.dodd@southandvale.
gov.uk  All profits from the show will 
be shared between the Children's Air 
Ambulance and the Alzheimer's Society.

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Shop 01865 391993 / PO 391940
Mon - Fri: 07.30 - 17.30
Sat - Sun: 08.00 - 12 noon
Visit us on Facebook: marchamvillageshop

We will be closed over the bank holidays, 7th and 28th May.

If you’re going away don’t forget you can order your foreign currency from Marcham 
Post Office. Euros are usually in stock but order before 1pm and collect the next day

May - why not have a go at the Vimto bonbons?  
only 60p a quarter!

POST 
OFFICE

®

Abingdon Air and Country Show
Sunday 6 May 2018
10.30am - 5.30pm.

One of Abingdon's largest events a fun 
day for all the family. Flying displays, 
Static aircraft, Classic cars, Military 

Vehicles, Steam, Dr Who Daleks, Tank 
and Pony rides, Helicopter rides. Trade 

and Craft stalls. Live Music, Arena 
Displays, Free Parking.  

Save £££s  get your tickets early  
for more information  visit www.
abingdonairandcountry.co.uk

Plant Sale & Tea in the Garden
Sunday May 20th  2-5pm

Prior’s Corner, Priory Lane
In aid of the new village facilities

Pirates of Penzance 

Friday 22nd June  
at 7.30pm  
(doors open 7pm)
All Saints Church 
with 
Opera Anywhere
Tickets £20 / £15 / 
£8 (child)

www.OperaAnywhere.com

Wednesday 12pm in the Baptist Hall
All welcome - term-time only
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HOME & GARDEN

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ Extra TV Points - for aerial and Sky (In HD!)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language satellite

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired
■ TV’s - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance and
breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk  office@muglestons.co.uk

Office:01884 260122    Mob:07947 315860

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling
Slating Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Graham Berry

64 Coleridge Drive
Abingdon Oxon OX14 5NT

Tel: 01235 522760
Mobile: 07836 501524

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING COMPANY 

LTD
 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 


OXFORD: 01865 772996 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

MAN   WITH   VAN
Available for Light Haulage,
Collections and Deliveries

– o O o –
Daytime, Evening and Weekend Work

Tel: 07860 656351
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS LOCAL GROUPS & ACTIVITIES 

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting
Date: Thursday, 17th May
Time:  7.30pm 
Venue:  Denman College
Discussion on WI Resolution
Speaker: Sam from Notcutts, 
 ‘How to Connect with Gardening’
We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 
Thursday 17th May when we will discuss this year's WI 
resolution, following which our speaker, Sam. from Notcutts 
will be talking on 'How to connect with gardening'.  We 
hope to see you at the meeting for a lively discussion and 
then to enjoy listening to our speaker.

New members and visitors are always welcome 
For further information, please contact:

Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM SOCIETY MIDWEEK WALK: 
THURSDAY MAY 10TH
This month’s walk will start in the pretty hamlet 
of Church Hanborough and explore the low hills 
between it and Freeland. We will meet at The Hand 
and Shears Public House in Church Hanborough 
(Map Ref: SP426128, OX29 8AB) at 12.30pm for lunch or 1.30 for 
the walk of about 4½ miles. 
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for further details and car-sharing, 
especially if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes 
have to be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always 
welcome new walkers.

MARCHAM SENIOR CITIZENS’ CLUB
At our March meeting we had a talk by Thames Valley 
Recycling which gave our members a really good insight 
into what could and could not be recycled. A very informative 
talk. After the talk we had our usual tea and biscuits during 
which our raffle was held with all present receiving at least 
one prize. 
At our April meeting we had a sing-along with our local 
'Singing is Good For You' group (see advert opposite).  
New members are very welcome; just come along at 2.30pm 
on the last Thursday of the month or give me a ring.  
John Woods (Secretary) 391705

Marcham Sports, Scouts & Social Club – 
Anson Field 

QUIZ NIGHT -  FRIDAY 18 MAY 8.15pm 
A QUIZ NIGHT is being held on Friday 18 May in the 

club room. As usual teams of up to four persons. 
Everyone welcome. Don’t worry if you are on your 
own or just a team of two, we will make sure that 

you join another team!   
We have a wide range of questions to suit everyone  

-  which are not too difficult!!!!! 
 We look forward to seeing you,                                  

For further information call Trevor Hill on 01865 391321 
 
 
 

The Iron Age and Romano-British 
landscape of the  

Vale of the White Horse
William Wintle

All Saints’ Church, Marcham 
7.30 for 7.45pm 
Tuesday 8th May

Non-members always welcome £3
Further details: Sheila Dunford (391439) 

or Judith Fontaine (391275)

www.marchamsociety.org.uk

MARCHAM CRICKET CLUB
The season has started with two league matches 
on the 28 April, the first team playing Kilkenney 
(Away) and the seconds against Sunningwell 
seconds at home. Outcomes will be reported 
in next month's report. The fixtures, starting at 
1.30pm on Saturdays, for the rest of May are: 

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
From 2 – 3.30pm 
Tuesday 8th & Tuesday 22nd May
Come and join us in the common room at Duffield 
Place, you will be sure of a warm welcome ... and tea and 
cake!  Phone 391270 for more details      Christine Whild

May 1st XI 2nd XI
5 Chadlington Home No game
12 West Ilsley Away Watlington II Home
19 Brill Home Steventon Away
26 Combe Away Faringdon II Home

The Club are looking forward to the development of the 
community`s new facilities, though dwelling over so many happy 
memories of its existing. However, just as we all were saddened 
when the previous thatched, wooden pavilion was replaced forty 
plus years ago, the changes are for the long term betterment of 
sport and facilities within the village. We hope and expect a wider 
membership of our club, welcoming more non-playing as well as 
playing members in the future. 
In the meantime, the Club will be pleased to welcome any `passers 
by` to its matches or bar during match days. Whether its en-
route to the children`s playground or walking the dog, we would 
be pleased to see you, albeit for a brief chat. During this early 
period of change, the Club are pleased to continue maintaining the 
playing and remaining non-playing  areas of the field for the use 
of everyone, until formal arrangements are in place for Marcham 
Community Group to take over the management of the areas.
Any general queries can be made to the secretary Trevor Hill 
(07748696733).  TH

Have you got a view on recent events or future plans? Write 
to MADNews and share your ideas. You can send an email to 
editor@madnews.co.uk, put a letter in the envelope in Marcham 
Village Shop or drop a note through the door at 8 Orchard Way, 
Marcham. Deadline is 5pm on the 20th of each month ... looking 
forward to hearing from you.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
Sharman Roofing

GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist
tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  

new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds
all work considered, call Mark on

07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

Also don’t forget to 
contact us with your 

aggregate requirements

• Ready-mixed concrete
 and floor screed loads
 from 0.5m3

• Ideal collecting point for
 Abingdon and
 surrounding villages
• Upwood Quarry open six
 days a week, including
 Saturdays

Call us on 01865 362159
or visit

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

For all your
ready-mixed

concrete needs

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

The complete fireplace showroom
Come and see the range of Solid Fuel, 

Gas and Electric appliances with displays 
of wood stone and marble surrounds at 

ABIGAS.

Easy parking
Opening Hours: 
9-5 Mon-Fri and 9-4 Sat

Area A, Unit 4, Radley Road Industrial Estate
Abingdon OX14 3RY Tel: 01235 533301

Email: abigas11@aol.com
www.abigas.co.uk

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
oxfordkitchens@aol.com
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

COUNCILLORS' REPORT
Notes on the AQMA Meeting on Wednesday, 4th April 2018
The panel was made up of:
Rachel Roberts, The VWHDC Air Quality Officer (RR)
Jason Sherwood, a senior OCC Highways Officer (JS)
Richard Webber OCC Cllr for Marcham (RW)
Catherine Webber VWHDC Cllr for Marcham (CW) 
More than 40 Marcham residents attended to hear presentations and 
answer questions.  
RR began by explaining how the 1995 Environment Act first gave a 
legal status to the quality of air we breathe. Marcham was declared an 
AQMA 5 years ago, as measurements of NOx gases in some parts of 
the pinch-points in Packhorse Lane were in excess of 40micrograms 
per/l – the EU agreed safety limit. RR pointed out that 2 years ago the 
measured figure was well over 50. Last year the figure had reduced to 
below 45. There has been a countrywide decrease in Nox Levels over 
the past year, but we are not sure why, although the improvement in 
diesel engines in HGVs and the increase in the number of electric cars 
on the roads will have helped.
The District Council’s role is to measure and publish the measurements. 
They are also charged with presenting ideas which could be 
investigated to bring the measurements down. One such suggestion 
was an HGV weight limit through the village. This was the thinking 
behind the Marcham residents’ traffic survey of 2017.
JS followed by explaining that the County Highways Department had 
modelled the effects of removing the HGVs from the AQMA on the 
traffic movements in the wider network, based on the figures that were 
collected over a year ago from the residents’ 24hour survey. He said 
that this could result in 60 more HGVs in Abingdon’s AQMA,  417 
more HGVs diverting through Grove and Wantage and cause extra 

ED VAIZEY WRITES...
Three pieces of excellent news on new 
investment in roads and infrastructure this 
month.  The first is about the A34, the bane of 
many of our lives. After months of campaigning 
by myself, local MPs, councils, LEPs and the 
A34 Action Group, the government has agreed 
to fund some much needed safety improvements. 
Upcoming changes will include improved 
laybys and digital signage, which will change 
depending on traffic flow. A new sign has also been recommended, 
to make it clearer to HGVs where they are not allowed to overtake. 
Removal of vegetation from junctions was another recommendation 
and this will be improved.
The second piece of news concerns support for new infrastructure for 
the new homes being built in our area – an issue that is raised with 
me regularly.  The government has announced up to £150 million to 
build much needed bridges, roundabouts and roads and £60 million to 
support new affordable homes. In total the government has committed 
up to £215 million of funding.
Finally, I was very pleased to open the Harwell Relief Road last 
month.  The road will provide a route from housing development west 
of Didcot at Great Western Park and Valley Park to Harwell Oxford 
Campus and support delivery of planned housing growth. The road 
will make the journey to work easier for the five thousand people who 
work at Harwell Campus and I am particularly pleased that it will 
relieve the pressure of through traffic on Harwell village.
Other news - the National Lottery tell me that they are funding 4 
projects in Wantage worth £30,905. Well done to all those who applied 
for funding, you can still do so at www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/funding.
Last month I met with Fyfield and Tubney parish councils about the 
A420, and visited local social enterprise Maymessy in West Challow, 
which offers gardening, kitchen craft and family-style sit-down meals 
and picnics for disadvantaged children and volunteer groups. I received 
523 items of correspondence (emails and letters) from constituents. 
Subjects raised with me included local infrastructure, Brexit and new 
data protection rules.
ED VAIZEY, MP Wantage and Didcot (Conservative)

congestion in Wootton, Dry Sandford, Denchworth and the A34 at 
Botley. So, he concluded that an HGV ban through Marcham would 
have an unacceptable impact on the whole surrounding network – 
which was already severely stressed.
JS explained that in 1990, the County looked in detail at Faringdon 
Road as a possible alternative route … the state and quality of the road, 
the pinch points etc ... and came to the conclusion that compulsory 
purchases would have to be made to make the road safe, and the road 
itself would have to be rebuilt. He said the cost would be the same as 
a bypass!
The meeting was then opened to questions.
Why can’t an HGV ban be set up for a month as a trial to get a 
definitive answer? 
This is possible but would be difficult and expensive. We would still 
have the problem of impact on surrounding network
Why can’t gating traffic lights be set up?
There would be multiple things to consider such as how much queuing 
would result with standing traffic belching out fumes and how long 
would be the delays? How would the slip roads be affected? This 
would result in long queues, and now, at peak times, traffic backs 
right into Marcham from the Frilford junction! Also, the traffic at the 
junctions onto the AQMA would need to be controlled. Long waits. 
How can money be raised to pay for a by-pass?
a) Thames Water are keen to build a reservoir near Marcham and a 
condition could be made for them to pay for a by-pass. Many listeners 
did not like the idea of a reservoir, especially as it was expected to 
attract over one million people to the area each year with their cars.
b) The Growth Deal would release millions of pounds to deliver 
infrastructure for the new houses ….the new roads would relieve 
Marcham’s AQMA, but not until 2030!
c) The proposed Oxford Cambridge Expressway too would generate a 
lot of money and also would take a lot of traffic travelling east….this 
may relieve the AQMA but not until 2040!
Can we have a 20mph in the AQMA?
Yes, but now the traffic here tends to be forced to travel at about this 
speed. It would probably make little difference.
Can we have car plates- recognition to allow only low-emission 
vehicles through the AQMA? 
Very expensive. This is a successful cities’ solution, but not so 
successful in rural areas. 
Conclusions
Despite the general message that we won’t be able to get an HGV ban 
in the AQMA, the meeting ended with some positive messages.
RR is insisting that all new housing developments in the Vale have to 
have electric charging points.
New HGVs are cleaner than many cars ... that is if it hasn’t been fitted 
with an illegal emulator or other system to fudge the figures!
A suggestion put forward by Mike Blanch, a Marcham resident, was 
enthusiastically received ... to put up notices at each end of the AQMA 
saying: “You are entering an Air Quality Management Area. 
   We welcome drivers of low emission cars.” 
In the summer, OCC is setting up an all air quality action group – 
made up of councillors and officers from all councils to make 
recommendations. The levels of poor air quality in the Marcham 
AQMA have dropped quite significantly in recent years. Although he 
is not optimistic, JS agreed to look into a one- way system through the 
AQMA. A proposal to reduce the speed limit on the A415 might well 
reduce the stop/start behaviour of traffic in Packhorse Lane.
The meeting concluded with thanks to both Jason and Rachel for their 
very sympathetic and knowledgeable contributions and to All Saints 
for hosting. Everybody had the chance to put forward their points, and 
many came up to speak to the officers at the end. Incidentally, this 
was Rachel’s last official meeting, as she is now on maternity leave, 
expecting her baby next month. We wish her and her family all the 
very best!.
RICHARD WEBBER CLLR OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

 planning & building control approvals   

 extensions, new homes, conversions

 party wall surveyor services   

 award winning designer

 free initial consultation

 over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

- Custom Made Curtains & Blinds -
- Free and Expert Advice -  Perfectly fitted - 
10% discount off any order for Marcham area 

residents  (Mention the MADNews) 

Call -  01235 758010
 
 
 
       

             
            Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Charging Installations for  
                                          Homes & Business 
                           
        Government OLEV Approved Charge Point Installer. 
                               Up to £500 grant available. 
                                        3 year warranty. 

                       info@PremierEV.net 
                               08000 146 216 

       
          Contact us for Service, Quality & Safety you can rely on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTAINER STORAGE

• 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
• 24 hour CCTV
• Easy Access
• Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS MARCHAM PARISH MEETING & IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
Pre-school have been exploring plants 
and growing over the last few weeks... 
each child chose what they would like 
to grow and planted their seeds, taking 
home their pots to wait for the first 
shoots to appear... which they have now 
started to do!  It's all very exciting!  We've just received a 
special delivery of caterpillars to rear and observe as they 
change into butterflies and I'm sure that these will provide to 
be another amazing experience for these children. 
We are now full for September 2018 but we're taking 
applications for September 2019 so please do get in touch if 
you have a young child - it's never too young to register with 
us! There's no commitment and no registration fees to pay.  
Please contact us for more information on 01865 392101 or 
marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

NEWS FROM LITTLE ANGELS 
Baby Room Our babies have 
really enjoyed their new layout 
baby room this month. Lots 
of our little angels have just 
started walking, we are very proud! So, to meet their needs we 
have rearranged our baby room and they have loved the new-
found exploration space! The babies particularly loved the ice 
sensory tray this month, a great tip for cooling down in this warm 
weather. Our wonderful baby room staff placed ice cubes into the 
sensory tray with different minibeast toys, the babies loved feeling 
the ice and moving this around and splashing the bugs in as the ice 
melted – great fun! Our babies have also really enjoyed the musical 
instruments this month, we have heard lots of singing, banging and 
shakers from the baby room. Well done babies!
Preschool Room We were very busy over the Easter break and 
transformed our garden ready for summer! The children have loved 
playing in our new mud kitchen making mud pies, riding their bikes 
and cars around our road and filling them up at our new petrol station. 
We now have a sensory garden where the children can smell and feel 
different plants to stimulate their senses! Our new book area has been 
a big hit where we tell stories that fuel our little angels' imaginations. 
Our little angels have loved being outside in the wonderful weather 
learning and exploring and they have been particularly inspired by 
the diggers and turned into builders using our dumper trucks and 
recreated the building work in the sandpit! We always follow our little 
angels' lead here and have therefore transformed our role play room 
into a building site with construction bricks, hard hats and high vis 
jackets, what a fun month!
Breakfast and Afterschool Club Our Breakfast and Afterschool 
Club have been very creative this month, making various models 
from junk modelling – we have seen robots, cars and even castles! 
What a great way to wind down after school by getting messy and 
creative and getting busy making! The afterschool club have been 
making the most of the sunshine this month and loved being out on 
the field making daisy chains for each other, playing football and 
cricket, a great way to burn off all that energy! It's great to see you 
all back after the Easter Break, we have missed you!
If you would like to be part of Little Angels Family, where our 

home is your home, please contact us on 01865 819992 or 
marcham@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk, 

see www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 
and follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham 

MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
If you have young children and would like to register an interest 
in your child attending Marcham School in the future, please fill in 
and return this form to school as soon as possible. 
This form is not an application to school and does not guarantee 
a place, but will allow us to plan the future of the school and help 
with our discussions with the Admissions Team at Oxfordshire 
County Council.

NAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN:

ADDRESS:

NAME OF CHILD DOB M/F



NOTICE  OF  THE  ANNUAL  
MARCHAM  PARISH  MEETING

This year the annual meeting for electors will take place on 
Wednesday 23rd May at 7.30 p.m. in the hall at Marcham 
Primary School.   
This is the meeting, open to all registered electors of Marcham 
where you can raise issues about the village or wider parish, and 
discuss any local topics.    The guest speaker will be Mr. Andy 
Brett, Emergency Planning Officer  from Oxfordshire County 
Council who will advise the village on how to be prepared for 
unexpected events.  

Light refreshments will be served. 
You are invited to take part

SUNSHINE CLUB
We meet on Mondays at 2 o’clock in The Residents’ Lounge, 
Duffield Place. Any new members will be very welcome. We play 
some games of bingo, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits and 
finish off with a raffle about 3.30pm.
Any further information, please contact me on 391384 or just come 
and join us on a Monday afternoon at 2pm for a social afternoon. 
ALL WELCOME  JEAN DIX

PTA Round-up
Many thanks to everyone who bought a ticket for 
our Easter Raffle. You raised a total of £71, so 
thank you all.  And thanks to the Abingdon Air and 
Country Show for donating the prize.  Those who 
came to our Family Bingo Night had a fun evening 
and helped us raise another £120, so thanks to you, too. A good 
start to the year.

Our next School Disco is on Friday 11 May (KS1 children: 
5.50-6.50. KS2 children: 7.00-8.00.), so get your kids’ 
boogie boots on.  Next month we’ll be holding a Family Quiz 
Night Saturday 23 June, so watch out for further details in the 
next few weeks. 

And please make a note in your diary for our Summer Fete 
on Friday 13 July.  I’ll keep you up to date with more details 
here, on the Marcham Facebook pages and in the regular school 
newsletters.

Want to help organise events to raise money to support our 
children’s education? Of course you do! We’re always looking for 
new faces to join our friendly team, so don’t be shy – drop me a 
line or give me a call.

Peter Kidd 
PTA Chair 07708 251312 peter.kidd61@btinternet.com
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd
M&A

Electricals
Want a light  

repaired/rewired? 
Give us call!!

Need something repaired? 
ASK US

LIGHTING  
SHOWROOM

A large range of  
ELECTRICAL  

ACCESSORIES

Large range of light bulbs in 
stock - Lovely Antique and 

filament LED lamps!
Orders taken for lamps & 

accessories
ELECTRICAL  
APPLIANCES

40,60,100 WATT  
LAMPS IN STOCK

TORCHES-
     RADIOS-

          CLOCKS
Conduit/trunking, Cables and 

Flexes
All major credit cards accepted 

including Amex

An unusual and unique range of table lamps in stock
NOW BACK at 30 Market Place, Wantage  OX12 8AJ

01235 762468
sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Thanks to all our loyal customers for their support

HALE AND SONS
GENERAL BUILDERS
FROM SOUTHMOOR

FULLY INSURED
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

CALL RICH 07903 496569
01865 820488

 � EXTENSIONS
 � ALTERATIONS
 � PLASTERING
 � KITCHEN AND BATHROOM FITTING
 � FENCING
 � ROOFING

ANY BUILDING WORK
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

01235 239001

WE’RE AN EXPERT:

All Drainage
CCTV Surveys
Soakaways & Cess Pits
Designed, Installed & Repaired
Drain Lining & Installation
Emergency Plumbing

•

•

•

•

•

•

WE’RE PROFESSIONAL:

No Call Out Charge
Fixed Prices
Work Guaranteed
Fix It Right First Time

•

•

•

•

oxford@draindoctor.co.uk

DrainDoctorOxford.co.uk
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Domestic Appliance Repairs
Service & Repair all Major Brands

Washing Machines - Washer Dryers - 
Tumble Dryers - Fridge Freezers - Ovens - 

Cookers - Hobs & Extractor Hoods

Fast, Reliable and Friendly Service
01865 391614 / 07507 111289

•• • • • • • •
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MarchamCentre — on-site work has started at last! 
After many years of working and waiting, on-site work to prepare for the building of new community 
facilities for Marcham has now started. Fencing was put up and topsoil is being removed from the area to 
start the first stage of the work, the archaeology investigations of the parts of the field that will be built on. 
We will have a better idea of the finish date for that work once the archaeological dig is underway. 

The main gate to the site will be locked for normal vehicle access to the field to ensure the safety of 
pedestrians entering and leaving the field from Morland Road. There is no public access to the fenced-in 
area during the site work. Access to the rest of the field and the nursery is on foot from Morland Road, 
Tower Close, the North Street footpath, or Packhorse Lane. Parents of nursery school parents are being 
informed by Little Angels of changes in arrangements for drop-off and pick-up. 

In the event of any health and safety concern during the building project, please email or phone the project 
coordinator ac�ng for �he �nson �rust, Mark �atche� on �78����87987 or Mark@mpconsultancy.org.uk 

We continue to work through detailed plans for the building, with the main layout agreed. These are being 
discussed in a working group, drawn from the CFSG working group, the Parish Council Working Party and the 
MCG team, with Anson Trust and Thomas Homes.  

The Community Facilities Steering Group (CFSG) will continue to oversee the project. MCG aims to keep 
everyone in Marcham updated regularly on the project and will be happy to try to answer any questions that 
people may have as this project moves forward. 

We are keen to recruit more members of MCG. This helps to support our case for external fund-raising to 
complete/equip the new facilities.  Please contact Jim Asher (jim.asher@btinternet.com) for details and a 
membership form. Annual subscriptions are £5 (single) and £8 (family). 
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Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim) admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES

Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

F A R M   F I T

Level 4 qualified Personal Trainer with an 
MSc in Nutrition & Physical Activity 
Services include:

nutritional consulting

personal training

outdoor exercise classes

Leah Maclean
Health Consultant & Personal Trainer

www.raw-ingredients.com 07800 99 55 18

F A R M  F I T
Personal Training &

Group Exercise Classes

with Leah Maclean

Sick of the gym? 
Why not try...

01865 735842

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Visit our website for  the 
latest offers and news 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 
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Thursday 3rd May
Gilmore and Roberts
plus support  
gilmoreroberts.co.uk
Doors: 7pm | Support: 7:15pm | Main 
act: 8pm | Tickets: £15  
Available online musicattheunicorn.
org.uk/ or  
Mostly Books, 36 Stert Street, Abingdon OX14 3JP (cash only)
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre OX14 3JB

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS YOULBURY FUN & MUSIC

YOULBURY
A few weeks ago, on the 5th of March, Years 5 and 6 travelled 
to Youlbury. Youlbury is located near Wootton. It is a camp 
surrounded by a forest, with lots of fun activities. We went to 
learn to work as a team, and face our fears. 
On our first day, my team did high all aboard.  High all aboard is a 
tall wooden pole with metal rods sticking out, and a tiny platform 
on top. We each had teams of 4, and one at a time we would climb 
up onto the platform. We all had to hold hands, and lean back 
then jump; we had a lot of fun. After that activity, we did abseiling 
and it rained the whole time. Everyone had fun until they got cold 
and muddy; some of us had another go. After, we all went back to 
our dormitories and waited for dinner.
The next day the weather was still cold and rainy. Our next 
activity was Jacob’s ladder and as a team we cheered each other 
on. Me and my friends got up to the 7th step as the gaps got wider 
every time.
After the Jacob's ladder, we did the 3G swing.  As we were excited 
to go on the 3G swing, all of us were determined to finish. At first 
the swing was broken, but it was soon fixed.
When the swing started it went really high and everyone screamed. 
After, we had lunch and got changed. For the last activity, we did 
pioneering; pioneering is when you build something out of wood. 
We built a car that worked as a team and it was so cool. Then, 
we went to a campfire and sang songs and danced.  By far this 
activity was the best.
Early in the morning, we got up and started to pack.  After we had 
breakfast, our first activity was team building. I didn’t like this 
one so much because it involved catching things and I’m not good 
at that. Then we did sensory trail when you find your way around 
a forest with weird blindfolds - this activity was amazing. Then, 
we had lunch and went home.
Over all, it was really fun and educational and I wish I was still 
there. The instructors were extremely kind I loved it.

By B. Sanders, Year 6, Marcham Primary School
VACANCY: 

COMMUNITY ADVICE LIAISON MANAGER
Hours and Pay: 
15 hours per week @ £10.50 per hour – Monday & 
Wednesday (9-2), Friday (11-4). 
This role is funded for 1 year initially.  
Reports to the Joint Operations Managers 
The role includes: 
• Providing advice and assistance to clients and their families 
• Liaising with other professionals & 3rd party agencies 
• Conducting client assessments (in their own homes) 
• Considering new Good Neighbour referrals 
• Allocation of appropriate resources 
• Administration, development & management of the Good 

Neighbour Scheme 
• Supporting the Good Neighbour volunteer team 
• Organising & chairing meetings 
• Other tasks may be required as needed 
The ideal candidate will have: 
• Good team working skills, essential 
• Strong interpersonal skills 
• An empathetic manner and an ability to communicate at all levels 
• Previous experience of working with the vulnerable or elderly, 

particularly in a customer-orientated environment, would be 
advantageous 

• Own transport would be beneficial 

We are looking for a practical, reliable team player with a sense of 
humour to join us. Training on all aspects of WIAC services including 
our bespoke in-house software will be provided. 

To apply please email your CV to help@wantageadvice.org.uk or 
deliver to 16 Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AE 
by Wednesday 23rd May 2018

S O U N D S  O F  T H E  S U M M E R

J o i n  u s  f o r  a  m a g i c a l  m u s i c a l  a f t e r n o o n  w h e r e  w e ' l l  b e  

h o s t i n g  a  n u m b e r  o f  b a n d s  a n d  s i n g e r s  w h o  w i l l  p e r f o r m  

s o n g s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  m u s i c  o f  t h e  l a s t  7 0  y e a r s !  

 

S a t u r d a y  1 5  S e p t e m b e r  
T i c k e t s  f r o m  £ 8  

 

D e n m a n ,  M a r c h a m  

 

w w w . d e n m a n . o r g . u k                                                             0 1 8 6 5  3 9 1  9 9 1
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PERSONAL SERVICES

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866

Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

Primary 1-1 Tutoring  
 
Does your child need some help with a school subject? 
Perhaps they need help with their homework or they 
require some help in the lead up to exams? I provide 
individualised tuition lessons tailored to meet the 
needs of your child. 
 
DBS checked teacher with 8 years teaching experience age 3-11. 
Tel: 07506529147 Email: marchamprimarytutor@hotmail.com 

	

Gabi’s Cleaning Service
If you need help to keep  

your house tidy please don’t  
hesitate to ring Gabi.

References are available

Cleaning
Ironing

07771 391209

Pilates & Yoga 
Exploring a mindful approach to your movement 
to help develop strength and flexibility and ease 
tension from mind and body. 

Daytime and evening classes in Marcham 

Andrea Buckingham 
07939 523083 

www.innerstrengthpilates.co.uk

‘Home, why live anywhere else?’ 
 

A real alternative to a residential or nursing home 
 

For more information call us on  
 01865 861944 

or visit  

www.opclive-in.co.uk 
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS REPORTS, NATURE NOTES & GARDENING
IS IT HIDING IN PLAIN SIGHT?
Ever wondered where colour goes in winter or 
where it comes from in spring?  
Is it hiding away or staring at us in plain sight?  
Maybe it actually does disappear at some times 
of the year?
A philosophical start to another article but 
something I’ve been thinking about recently as 
we emerge from the long, cold, dark days of winter to the long, 
warm, bright days of spring.
The colour palette may seem less varied, obvious or in your face in 
winter but there is still plenty out there.  On a windy winter day, the 
bramble patch varies from shades of green to bronze as the breeze 
passes through. The underside of the leaves flash silver if you care 
to look and see. Now the colour is appearing in the spring distance 
like an old friend appearing off a steam train and walking towards 
us in the mist on the railway platform.
Stop for a moment and question.   
Where has the colour been for so long?  What is colour?
What processes are in place to make the colours we actually see?
Do we all see colour in the same way at the same time?
These reflections have led me to realise that no matter how familiar 
we get with our own wildlife gardens, some mysteries and surprises 
always remain.  Like during a walk in the woods or an African 
safari, we have no idea what wonders Mother Nature will present 
to us around the next corner or on our own doorstep.
So your challenge today is to take a philosophical walk around 
your own garden and see what you find.
Happy Gardening.
Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk
MADNews has sponsored Stuart to make 10 radio show podcasts 
in 10 days and you can listen to all the programmes via the link 
on www.madnews.co.uk or Stuart’s Patreon page www.patreon.
com/stuartmabbutt

MARCHAM SOCIETY TALK 
10TH APRIL 2018

On 10 April, the Marcham Society heard an interesting talk on 
the architecture of the Radcliffe Camera by Geoffrey Tyack, who 
explained that “camera” is the Latin word for “room”.
John Radcliffe was a very successful 18th century doctor, with 
royalty on his patient list.  He left his large fortune to Oxford 
University, stipulating that a new building be provided to encourage 
the study of medicine, which was not a popular choice then. 
Nicholas Hawksmoor provided the initial design for the Radcliffe 
Camera, but died before building commenced.  The project was 
taken over by James Gibbs, an architect who had trained in Italy.  
The result was a less heavy design, with alternating niches and 
windows on the first floor.  Inside, there is vaulting over each 
ground-floor window and a beautiful iron-work staircase. It is built 
of Burford and Headington stone and was completed in 1747.
Unfortunately, there was little increase in the number of medical 
students, so the building was taken over by the Bodleian Library.  
Such was John Radcliffe’s generosity, there was enough money 
left over from the project to build the Radcliffe Infirmary and the 
Observatory. JF

Wantage & Grove Lions are holding a grand 
plant sale plus secondhand garden pots & 

other garden things on 
Saturday May 5th 10am-1.30 pm 

at East Hanney British Legion Hall
Refreshments too!

Get your summer plants here hope to see you there

SUNNINGWELL & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
Jonathan Ford will talk about Garden Design
Thursday 10th May at 7.30pm in Sunningwell Village Hall
New and Non Members welcome. 
Entrance fee:  Members £2  Non members £3  www.sdgc.org.uk
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Plant Sale and Mini Fête 
Saturday May 12th 2018 

10am to 1pm 
Lower Lodge Riding Centre, Charney Road, 

Southmoor OX13 5HW 
Refreshments, Raffle, Tombola etc. 

In aid of the Riding for the Disabled Association, 
Abingdon Group

Here is the latest 
neighbourhood team 
newsletter from  
PCSO Rich Osborn 
Priorities 
I have had reports of damage to fields in the Shippon area and it is 
believed that young people are driving onto the fields and causing 
damage to the crops. This is criminal damage and anti-social 
behaviour and if you see this going on call 101 and report it. 
‘You said, we did’ - speeding 
I have had reports about speeding in and around the area. We 
have a Speed Indication Device (SID) and I will be carrying out 
some speeding checks in the area and report back the findings. If 
speeding is found to be an issue then this will be passed over to 
Highways who will monitor it further.
What the neighbourhood team have been doing 
I have been out and about patrolling the area and meeting up with 
you. I gave a cybercrime and prevention talk to the Wootton and 
Dry Sandford Lunch Club on the 9th April which was well received. 
If you are a group and would like a chat from the team please let 
me know!
Spring into action and secure your home! 
Help us to keep crime down this spring by making it harder for 
criminals by following our crime reduction advice:
• Cut back your shrubs and hedges to aid visibility.
• Secure access to your garden, maintain your gates & fences.
• Consider a time switch for your radio and lights.
• Service/maintain your burglar alarm.
• Keep gardening tools and ladders locked away.
• Ensure sheds and garages are fully secured.
• Consider joining Neighbourhood Watch – Please contact us 

using the email at the bottom of the page if this is something 
you would be interested in.

• Please report any suspicious people or vehicles by calling 101 
(999 if a crime is in progress).

Contact us If you are on Twitter please follow us for daily updates 
from the South and Vale Policing Teams @tvpsouthandvale.
We will also will have a stand at the Abingdon Air Show on 6th 
May. We will have the Police Cadets with us, if you have any 
questions about joining the cadets you can ask them. 
If you want any advice or would like to contact the neighbourhood 
team you can call us on the police non-emergency number 101 
or if it is an emergency then dial 999. You can also contact us 
via email AbingdonOuterNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk. 
Please note this email address cannot be used to contact Thames 
Valley Police to report crimes or for any urgent matters. To view 
information on your neighbourhood team visit the Thames Valley 
Police website at: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. Receive free 
local crime alerts and crime prevention advice by registering at 
www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk today. This allows anyone who signs 
up to choose what updates they receive and how they would like 
to receive it.
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Contact: Mrs Sigrid Grawert

Tel  01865 391298  
Fax 01865 391173 
enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk 
www.bnb-rafters.co.uk 

Abingdon Road 
Marcham 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire 
OX13 6NU

B&B Rafters Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
• Located in a private gated community
• Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
• 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
• Sleeps up to 10 
• Air conditioned and fully equipped 
• Own swimming pool and covered patio
• Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

Join us and discover  
A place to relax

HOLIDAYS, FOOD & THINGS TO DO

Frilford Heath
Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard
Shop open 11-6 on Saturdays or by appointment
Drop in tours on the last Saturday of each month 

(£10 pp, 2 pm)
Wines, gifts and conviviality 

Venue hire or tour groups catered for by prior arrangement.
Proud to be hosting the extraordinary Sculpture in the Vineyard 

exhibition from 8th to 23rd September
01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk

www.bothyvineyard.co.uk
www.facebook.com/bothyvineyard Sunday 13th May 2018

Classic Oxfordshire Bike Ride
Ride for Research in our 25th year!  
There is still time to sign up!
Website: www.bike-events.co.uk 
Location: Harwell, Oxfordshire
Contact the Team: Richard & James  
events@againstbreastcancer.org.uk / 01235 858282

 
Mix 96 Tour de Vale Charity Bike Ride

The Tour de Vale Bike Ride is WheelPower's largest annual 
fundraising event and is taking place on Sunday 10 June 
starting and finishing at Stoke Mandeville Stadium.  We have 
two new routes of 60k and 100k which both pass through 
some of the most scenic villages in Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire with some challenging climbs along the way. And 
as ever we have our classic family friendly 25k route.
Funds raised will help disabled children and adults take 

part in sport at Stoke Mandeville 
Stadium, the birthplace of the 
Paralympic movement. 
Enter online and promote the 
ride by downloading the poster 
from our website: 
www.wheelpower.org.uk/events/ 

mix96-tour-de-vale-bike-ride

 

We are a friendly group who meet for

lacemaking and the practice of other

needlecrafts

e.g. crochet, knitting, cross-stitch, beading.

We welcome the beginner as well as more

experienced practitioners.

We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

between 9.30 and 15.30 at

Preston Road Community Centre

Preston Road,Abingdon,

OX14 5NR

On site parking is available.

Please see our website for more details

www.abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk

or for further information email:

chairman@abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk

ST NICOLAS CHURCH SALE
Try our weekly sale of fresh seasonal produce, baked goods, 
garden plants, preserves and handicrafts at St Nicolas Church, 
Abingdon on Friday mornings from 11.00am to 1.00pm – in the 
church yard weather permitting, otherwise in the church. The 
production team is a diverse group mainly based in Abingdon.
A share of the proceeds goes to the church. Contact Geoffrey 
Currey for further details on geoffrey@tgcurrey.plus.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS 

Dear Friends, 

At last we can celebrate some warm sunshine, blue skies, 
and fresh early summer breezes!! It is such a relief to 
emerge from the cold and wet of the early spring! 

May is a celebration month in other ways this year, as it 
heralds the Royal wedding  of Prince Harry and Meghan, 
as well as three significant events in the Christian 
calendar: the Ascension, plus Pentecost and Trinity 
Sundays.  

The Royal wedding: Saturday 19th – which is also Cup 
Final day! We are planning to show the wedding on the 
big screen in All Saints’, and the church will be open to 
the whole community  to come and enjoy the 
celebration! Bring a packed lunch and enjoy the 
occasion! 

Then the three significant Christian celebration of the 
Ascension, Pentecost and Trinity,: Thursday 10th, and 
Sundays 20th and 27th May respectively.  

• The Ascension of Christ celebrates the moment 
when Jesus was lifted up to heaven, returning home 
after the resurrection. There will be an Ascension 
Day service of Holy Communion in All Saints’ at 
7.30pm on Thursday 10th May, to which you are 
warmly invited. 

• Pentecost is the wonderful celebration of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit, sent by God following the 
Ascension, and in fulfilment of His promise to the 
first disciples; and  

• Trinity Sunday celebrates the Being of God, revealed 
as God the Father, Jesus [God the Son], and the Holy 
Spirit – three persons in the family of the Godhead, 
but essentially One.  

So May is truly a month of celebration, whether from a 
Christian perspective or as members of our wider 
community – from Royal family to football supporter. 

Further details of the Royal wedding viewing can be 
found elsewhere in MADnews. Do come along and enjoy 
the occasion. And whether you have come to a Sunday 
service before or not, you are warmly invited to the 
Jesus-centred celebrations in All Saints’ throughout this 
month! 

With my warmest greetings for a wonderful May! 

Richard 

 

www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk
 

 

Contacts: 

Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 
vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org

Jill Rowe Children’s and families Minister 390885 
families@allsaintsmarcham.org

Rob Finch Youth Worker 07888331708, 
rob@marchamyouth.org

Rachel Gaisford Older person’s worker 391432

Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator 391319
info@allsaintsmarcham.org

Regular Sunday services at 10am & 6pm

Men’s Breakfast, Saturday 5th May, 8.30am at the 
Baptist Hall

Men’s Night, Monday 7th May, 8pm at the Crown

Youth Drop-in from 3.30pm on Wednesdays

Ascension Day HC, Thursday 10th May, 7.30pm

A Royal Family Friday, 18th May, 5.30pm at All 
Saints’ Church.

The Royal Wedding on the Big Screen at All 
Saints’ Church, Saturday 19th May – Look out for 
more details soon. 

Changing Room (Women’s Breakfast), Saturday 
19th May, 8.30am at the Baptist Hall. 

St.Luke’s: Pentecost Celebration, Sunday 20th

May, 10.30am

Wednesdays, 12pm at the Baptist 
Hall (term-time only). All welcome. 
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1968 – 2018
You are invited to our 50th Birthday celebrations

On Sunday 13th May 2018
11am – 3pm

To include all residents, friends and neighbours of the village, 
who have been part of the pre-school history.

Join us for our free event at Marcham Pre-school and enjoy….
Bring your own picnic and join our ‘mad hatter’s tea-party’. Anyone 

wishing to make a decorated hat can enter our competition - there will be 
a prize for the best hat from each decade! (adults and children!)

Magic Peter Entertainment throughout the event 
Tea and cakes available

Fancy Dress Hat Competition          Contribute to our family crafts area

Beer Tent          Meet the Llamas          Egg Throwing          Water Stocks

Free side shows & activities    Decorate Gingerbread People

Sports activities

Explore the history of pre-school (bring along any photos)

Showcase of our “50 things for 50 years” sponsored events!

Collect the letters from our posters around the village and collect a prize

LOTS FOR ALL THE FAMILY!           ALL AGES WELCOME!

Win a prize with our ‘100 square’ competition and/or furthest 
traveller in our ‘balloon release’ - £1 to enter.

Any profits/donations taken on the day will go to Breast Cancer 
Research in memory of Louisa Borg. 

For more information: please ring 01865 392101 or 
email marchampreschool50years@hotmail.com


