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READ & RECYCLE!                   FREE

Diary for September

SEPTEMBER 2019 VOL: 41 NO: 9

Details of events may change after publication, please check with the relevant organisers before attending events

▲ See centre spread for full details

happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us happy birthday to us 

▲ Little Angels: Regional Finalist in 
National Business Award

5 Thu Marcham Society Midweek Walk: George and 
Dragon, Upton 12.30 lunch / 13.30 walk

7

7 Sat Wantage and Grove Lions: Cash Bingo and 
Great Raffle, Grove, 18.45

15

9 Mon Mostly Books: Robert Harris, Amey Theatre, 
18.45

2

10 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place 14.00-
15.30

7

10 Tue Marcham Society: AGM & Two Hats (Brian 
Gower), All Saints’ Church, 19.30

5

11 Wed Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Duffield 
Place, 19.30

3

12 Thu Music at the Unicorn: Gerry Colvin, 19.00 15
14-22 Heritage Open Days around the country 5
14 Sat Denman Faberdashery Sale, 10.00-15.00 5
14-22 Abingdon Heritage Exhibition, Bury St, 

Abingdon, 10.00-16.00
5

14 Sat Cancer ResearchUK: Table Top and Car Boot 
Sale, Hanney WM Hall, 10.00-14.00

19

18 Wed Arts Society Abingdon: Gems from Life, 
Trinity Church, Abingdon, 10.30 & 14.00

2

19 Thu Marcham WI, Denman College, 19.30 7
20 Fri Deadline for next MADNews, 17.00  

editor@madnews.co.uk
21-22 Sculpture Workshops, Garford 2
21 Sat Abingdon Heritage: Homecoming 1919, 

Market Place, Abingdon, 10.00-16.00
5

21 Sat Abbey Meadow Lacemakers Silver 
Anniversary, Preston Rd, Abingdon, 12.00-
14.00

5

24 Tue Singing is Good for You, Duffield Place 14.00-
15.30

7

24 Tue National Trust Abingdon: Liz Woolley on Child 
Labour in 19thC, Trinity Church, 14.30-15.30

19

26 Thu PTA AGM, Marcham School, 19.00 9
26 Thu ABCD Film Society: A Plastic Ocean, 

Abingdon, 19.30
5

26 Thu Mostly Books: Mary Paulson-Ellis, Abingdon, 
19.00

2

27-29 Great Marcham Weekend: see centre spread
29 Sun Harvest Celebration, All Saints’ Church, 18.00 20

▲ 1000 bricks 
sponsored! 
see page 13

see page 9
▲ Calling All Girls! 
see page 15
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THINGS TO DO
The Arts Society Abingdon (ex ADFAS) is 
holding its monthly lecture on Wednesday 18th 
September, 10.30am and 2.00pm, at Trinity 
Church, Conduit Road, Abingdon, OX14 1DB.

Gems from Life  
from Flies to Elephants

by Maggie Campbell Pedersen 

A richly illustrated lecture introducing you to organic gem 
materials their uses and origins. Amber, horn, tortoiseshell, ivory, 
pearl, shell and coral, have all been used for many thousands of 
years as adornment – in the form of jewellery, and for decorating 
our surroundings as carvings and furniture inlay. From current 
trade bans to spotting fakes, this talk is an absolute gem! 

 Non-Members welcome, £6.00. The lectures are one hour long, 
but leave extra time for announcements etc.

 For more information on future lectures and other 
activities see www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk or 

email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

DISCOVER MORE! 

C R A F T

C O O K E R Y

L I F E S T Y L E

&  M O R E !

D E N M A N  I S  O P E N  T O  E V E R Y O N E !

W W W . D E N M A N . O R G . U K

0 1 8 6 5  3 9 1  9 9 1

Join us for events and courses 

 

Abingdon & District Model Railway Club 

 
Presents the 

DIDCOT MODEL RAILWAY EXHIBITION 
Saturday 19th October 2019 

10.00am – 4.30pm 
DIDCOT CIVIC HALL, BRITWELL ROAD 

DIDCOT, OX11 7JN 
14 Quality Layouts & Supporting Traders 

Demonstrations, Displays 
Refreshments 

FREE PARKING 
Adult £6.00 Children free when 

accompanied by an adult 
www.admrc.org.uk 

Registered Charity No. 1176029 

 

 

 

 

Robert Harris in Conversation - Monday 9th September
Bestselling Robert Harris will be in conversation with broadcaster 
and book fanatic, Howard Bentham, at the Amey Theatre on 
Monday 9th September.  
Tickets are £20 and include a copy of 
The Second Sleep (RRP £20). Tickets 
will be available from the Amey Theatre 
Box Office from 5th June. Doors open at 
6.45pm for a 7.30pm start. Robert will 
be signing copies of his book after the 
event.  Refreshments will be available to purchase at the Amey 
theatre bar. 

Mary Paulson-Ellis in Conversation - Thursday 26th September
Mary Paulson-Ellis, best-selling author of The Other Mrs Walker, will 

be at Mostly Books on Thursday 26th September 
in conversation with Laura Shepherd-Robinson.
Tickets are £7.50 and include a drink and £2 
redeemable against a purchase on the night.  
Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.
Tickets available from EventBrite and Mostly 
Books.

www.mostly-books.co.uk

Ceramic sculpture workshops 
with Beatrice Hoffman, in Garford

21-22nd September as 
part of GMaDWeekend
Two half-day ceramic 
sculpture workshops 
10am-1pm or 2-5pm
Only eight spaces in each
For more information:
beatricehoffman.co.uk
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Dear Readers

After a lot of planning the Great Marcham 
and District Weekend is here! If you can 
help in any way with preparations, baking in 
advance, moving tables etc. please see the 
centre spread for details of what is required.

Also don't forget to enter all the 
competitions, quizzes, games and do 
the treasure hunt! Full programmes will 
be delivered during the week of 16th 
September... if you can deliver a few, just 
contact the organisers!

Until next time

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Future Road Closures
North Street
The Parish Council has learned that Southern 
Gas Networks will be undertaking gas 
main reinforcement work at the Southern 
end of North Street for approximately one 
month between 7th October, 2019 and 8th 
November, 2019.  The road closure will 
operate 24 hours a day.  Access will be 
maintained for properties which are only 
accessible from the closed section of road, 
and for emergency services.   Unfortunately 
the S8 and 15 bus services will not be able 
to serve the village during this time and 
will travel along the A415.  Stagecoach is 
currently assessing whether there is need 
for additional temporary bus stops along the 
main road during this period.
A415
Following completion of the North Street 
works, Skanska, on behalf of the County 
Council will be undertaking overnight 
resurfacing works in the A415, between 
8.00 p.m. – 6.00 a.m.  This is planned for 
8th November 2019 to 10th November 
2019.  So the A415 will be closed overnight 
for these two nights.  The evening and night 
buses between 8.00 p.m. – 6.00 a.m.  Oxford 
to Wantage, will serve Howard Cornish 
Road, then Sheepstead Road, Faringdon 
Road past the Dog House Public House, 
then southwards along the A338 towards 
Wantage. The reverse route will be taken 
from Wantage to Oxford. It is anticipated that 
the A415 should be re-opened at 6.00a.m. 
on Sunday 10th November. However, see 
below:
A415/Church Street/New Road
As Sunday 10th November, 2019 is 
Remembrance Sunday, a further Road 
Closure will apply to the A415, Church 
Street and New Road to allow the parade 
to the War Memorial following the service 
in Church.  The timings are currently being 
finalized but will be approximately between 
10.45 a.m. to 12.15p.m. The diversion during 
this period will be North Street, Sheepstead 
Road, Faringdon Road and A338.
Grants
The Parish Council considers any requests 
for grants at its November meeting.  Grant 
requests are considered usually just once 
a year.  Therefore, if there is any worthy 
and needy organisation where Marcham 
residents benefit which is considering 
applying to the Parish Council for a grant, 
then please use the application form available 
in the publications section, on the Council’s 
website www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.
uk, and enclose a copy of your organisation’s 
accounts.  The Council’s grant policy too 
can also be found there. Details of where to 
send the application are on the form.
The deadline for submissions is 15th 
October, 2019. Applications received after 
that date or not on the application form will 
not be considered.

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS PARISH NOTICES & NOTICES

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Judith & Peter Fontaine
Parishioners of the Year 2018 
14 Tower Close, Marcham 
Abingdon Tel: 01865 391275
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
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Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.
police.uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
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Tel: 01235 534001
Webbercatherine1@gmail.com
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www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2019
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.

Any member of the public is most welcome 
to attend any of our meetings. There is a 
section near the start of each meeting for 
public participation, where any member of 
the public is able to speak about any topic 
which is relevant to the work of the Parish 
Council (for a maximum of three minutes). 
Members of the public are also welcome 
to observe some or all of the rest of the 
meeting.

Larch Wood Logs For Sale
Larch tree felled mid May 2019

~3m3 wood in total,  
currently stored outside

Logs are in ~70cm lengths with 
diameters from 20 - 50 cm. 

Ideal for halving/thirding and then 
splitting for firewood this winter.

£200 for the lot
Buyer collects please (Frilford Heath)
Trailer needed if picking up in one go

Tel. 07787 712702

Parish Council has considered the 
following applications:
P18/V2473/O Additional information 
regarding traffic and land contamination 
reports for 114 dwellings on land north of 
Longfields. The Parish Council continued 
to object on air quality grounds, and 
contamination queries raised by District 
Council had not been satisfactorily resolved. 
This application has subsequently been 
refused by the Vale of White Horse District 
Council..
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
Wednesday 11th September 2019 at 
7.30p.m. in the residents’ lounge, Duffield 
Place. Please check noticeboard outside 
the Institute and/or the Council’s website  
www.marchamparishcouncil .gov.uk  
in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council: Mrs. L. Martin,  
90 Howard Cornish Rd, 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

We will be leaving Marcham at the 
end of August to move closer to our 
family in Cambridge. After living 
here for almost forty years it’s quite 
a wrench to leave and we would like 
to thank everyone for the friendship 
and good neighbourliness which is 
such a feature of the village, and for 
the many messages we have received 
wishing us well.
We hope to stay in contact. We have 
signed up to MADNews and will 
watch progress on the new village hall 
with great interest.  We may even visit 
once in a while. Our best wishes to all 
our friends in Marcham.
Jessica and Manfred Brod
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Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care
* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 
* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired
Most property maintenance covered 
* painting / decorating including outside
* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work
* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 
Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

Garner’s Estates & 
Landscapes

Landscaping for over 25 years
• Soft & hard landscaping
• Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 
turfing, stonework & drainage work

• Fencing, all types carried out including: close 
board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

• Tree & hedge planting
• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence
Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936

Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

T: 01235 221012 
M: 07974672579 
E: darren.downes72@gmail.com 

 



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukSeptember 2019 5

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS EVENTS & NOTICES

AGM
& Two Hats 

a talk by Brian Gower
All Saints’ Church, Marcham 

7.30 for 7.45pm 
Tuesday 10th September

Non-members always welcome £3
Further details: Sheila Dunford (391439) 

www.marchamsociety.org.uk

Abbey Meadow Lacemakers are 
celebrating their Silver Anniversary 
at their annual Lace and Craft 
Day on Saturday 21st September, 
held at Preston Road Community 
Centre.  This is a day to spend 
making lace or indulging in other 
needlecrafts with other like minded 
people.  There is also a chance to 
shop as there will be needlecraft 
suppliers to browse.
The members of AML will be having an exhibition of silver 
inspired needlecrafts to celebrate this special anniversary.  
If you want to join us for the day please contact either 
chairman@abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk or 
webmaster@abbeymeadowlacemakers.co.uk for tickets, 
numbers are limited and cost £5 for adults and £2.50 for 
young lacemakers.  Shoppers are welcome between midday 
and 2pm at a cost of £1.  If you are  interested to see what it 
is all about and lacemaking is something you think that you 
would like to try then visitors will be welcome at the same 
time and cost as the shoppers.  All proceeds of this day 
will be donated to BE FREE YC which is charity supporting 
young carers aged between 8-24, living in the Vale of White 
Horse and South Oxfordshire Districts. (befreeyc.org.uk).

ABINGDON HERITAGE FESTIVAL
Abingdon Heritage Festival this year will be celebrating and 
exploring an event that took place 100 years ago in this town; 
an event that has left an enduring mark because it was filmed. 
Like many towns, to mark the end of the First World War, 
Abingdon staged a Homecoming Parade, a “Carnival 
of Affection” for the returning troops and a ceremony of 
remembrance for the “Glorious Dead”. The events of that 
day, 4th August 1919, included a parade around the town 
centre, the Mayor’s address in the Market Place, a march-
past and laying of wreaths at the temporary memorial and 
a lunch at the Corn Exchange for all the men. Thousands 
turned out and were caught in the camera’s sweep, giving us 
a fascinating source of information about the people of the 
town at that time.

The film remains in good condition for us to study today, and 
this September it will become the centrepiece of a Heritage 
Festival which seeks to recreate some of the events of the 
day, to understand and learn more about the times that those 
people were living through, and to expand on the themes that 
the film raises.
The former Superdrug shop in Bury Street will contain a 
temporary interpretation, explaining the film, highlighting 
key points that are worth looking at in detail and delving 
into the background of what we are seeing. This exhibition 
will start a whole week before the main festival weekend, 
opening on Saturday 14th September and daily through the 
following week.
On Saturday 21st September Abingdon Market Place will be 
the setting for a small recreation of the events of 100 years ago 
and a chance to enjoy costumes, songs, food and customs 
from the era. The Homecoming Film itself will be available 
to view in the Guildhall and the Museum. The Festival also 
includes Heritage Open Doors properties, as well as walks 
and talks on the 1919 theme with a local history twist.
To find out more, and join in on the festival day, go to 
abingdonheritage.org.uk

This month, before our main season starts, ABCD Film 
Society will be screening the film “A Plastic Ocean” on 
behalf of Abingdon Carbon Cutters on Thursday 26th 
September at 7.30pm at the Abingdon Health and Wellbeing Centre, 
details below. Entrance is free, but a £5 donation is suggested. 
www abfilms.org.uk   or   info@abfilms.org.uk   or   01235 521976 
or 01235 522163  Registered charity No. 292723

If you like to enjoy a really eclectic mix of films,  
why not try us out?

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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HOME & GARDEN
GARY CUDDON

Painter and Decorator
Fully qualified with 30 years experience

Providing a high quality service
Free quotations and fully insured

Local and friendly service
07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

■ Internet - extension points & improved wifi
■ Extra TV Points - for aerial and Sky (In HD!)
■ Sky TV - also foreign language satellite

■ Poor reception solved
■ Aerials - supplied & repaired
■ TV’s - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

For high-quality design, installation, maintenance and
breakdown services, contact....

Andrew Mugleston
www.muglestons.co.uk  office@muglestons.co.uk

Office:01884 260122    Mob:07947 315860

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

• tree removal • tree thinning • tree reduction  
• dead wood removal • stump grinding  

• landscaping 
• £10 million public liability

• City & Guilds Certified

07889 881 525 or 01491 651052
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS WALK, WI, CRICKET & SINGING

Marcham WI 
Date: Thursday, 19th September
Time:  7.30pm 
Venue:  Denman College
Topic: Emergency Planning 
Now that the summer break is over, we are looking forward 
to seeing everyone again in September.  We have a change 
of speaker from our published progamme and at our meeting 
in September will be welcoming Carol MacKay. Carol will 
enthral us about her role as an Emergency Planning Officer 
for Oxfordshire County Council. We hope this will be an 
interesting and informative evening, so please do come along 
to hear what she has to say.   
Don't forget to come and see our stall between 2pm and 
6pm on Saturday 28th September at Marcham Primary 
School, when we will be running the Flower, Produce and 
Craft Show and serving refreshments as part of the Great 
MaD Weekend.  The deadline for entries for the show is 
Friday 20th September and the forms can be collected from 
Marcham Village Shop.  Please all have a go!

New members and visitors are always welcome 
For further information, please contact:

Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM CRICKET CLUB NEWS
Two months has passed since the last up date, so 
a lot to cram in!
First Team – Have won two, tied one and lost four 
over the past two months. The two wins were on 
the `home` soil of Clifton. Batting first against Brill 
we scored 201 runs for 9 wickets, with youngsters 
Archie McLintock and Freddy Selby-Lowndes scoring 49 and 
31 respectively. Ethan Davie`s spin of 5 wickets for 44 and 
Mike Palmer`s 3 for 26 reduced the visitors to 135 all out, and  
maximum points of 30 were therefore achieved.
The other win saw Broughton and New Newington set a good 
target of 205 runs for 6 wickets, with Stuart Armstrong`s spin 
continuing to work its magic taking 5 wickets for 37 runs. We 
replied with 208 for the loss of just five wickets, with Ethan 
Davie top scoring with 75 not out, sharing in an unbroken 
sixth wicket partnership with Tom (Belly) Mooring who scored 
40 not out. Stuart Armstrong having previously completed a 
satisfactory day, scoring 32.
The unusual result of a tie continued the good `home` form. 
In an exciting match, with no facility for an extra over in a tie 
position, Ethan Davie excelled in scoring 72 after his bowling 
return of 6 wickets for 39 runs in dismissing Kidlington for 170 
runs. A brave attempt for a quick single by Andy (Buckers) 
Buckland failed on the last ball, leaving us with a tied score of 
170 for 9 wickets.
The defeats were against Wantage, who scored 194, leaving 
us 11 runs short with 183 for 6, despite excellent not outs of 
Neil Patel (83) and Ethan Davie (73), and bowling of 4 for 57 
by Stuart Armstrong and 4 for 66 by Davie; against Risinghurst 
after we crumbled to 77 all out, the home side won for the loss 
of 5 wickets, despite the efforts of youngster Ollie Armstrong, 
who took 3 wickets for 38; against Combe who, despite 
Tristan Barratt`s 59 and Mike Palmer`s 54, made easy work of 
knocking off the 174 target we set for the loss of no wickets!; 
and against Radley, who set a massive 253 runs for 5 wickets 
on a lightning outfield at Radley School, which we replied with 
182 for 8, with second team skipper Chris Webb scoring his 
highest of the season with 41. Pity he cannot replicate it in the 
seconds!  
Second Team – The seconds have struggled in recent weeks, 
winning just one match and losing four. However the win was 
extra enjoyable, as it was against old rivals Sunningwell. For 
once we made a decent score, with Steve Hill scoring 61 not 
out in a total of 158 for 5.Andy (Snake) Chalmers then skittled 
the hosts with bowling of 5 wickets for 19 runs, dismissing them 
for a total of 69. 
Though Charlie Mason scored 34 and Andy Chalmers 30, our 
total of 105 was never going to defeat Kilkenny, despite Andy 
Chalmers` good day continuing by taking 3 wickets for 19 runs 
as the visitors reached the target for the loss of 6 wickets.  
Other defeats included a very strong Chinnor  team scoring 
187, with Deepak Patel taking 5 wickets for 32 runs and Andy 
Chalmers 3 for 38, with us replying with 97 all out; an equally 
strong Wootton side amassing 174 for 8,despite Gary Butler`s 
4 for 21, and then with an excellent pace attack dismissed 
us for just 60; and finally the return match with Kilkenny who 
scored a very high 193 for 5 in the reduced 36 overs, which we 
replied with 95 for 8 thanks to `Mr Extra`s` top scoring with 26!
Please contact Trevor Hill at trevor3chancel@aol.com if you 
are interested in playing or to know more about the club. We 
are a friendly bunch, as I`m sure any new recruit would confirm. 
We look forward to meeting any of you who may be interested 
in playing in our two Saturday teams.

MARCHAM SOCIETY MIDWEEK WALK:
Thursday, September 5th 
NOTE FIRST THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
This month’s walk from Upton to Chilton will 
follow the pretty valley through which the railway 
climbed into the Downs towards Newbury. We 
will meet at The George and Dragon Inn, Reading Road, Upton 
(Map Ref: SU512867, Post Code OX11 9JJ) on the A417 between 
Harwell and Newbury at 12.30 for lunch and 1.30 for a walk of 
about 4 miles returning via the Lynch Way.
Ring Eric Dunford on 391439 for further details and car-sharing, 
especially if you are not on our email list as sometimes late changes 
have to be made. Members free, non-members £1. We always 
welcome new walkers.

SINGING IS GOOD FOR YOU!
Tuesday 10th & Tuesday 24th September 
From 2 – 3.30pm in the residents' lounge  
at Duffield Place
• Sing a wide range of popular songs
• Get to know fellow villagers and 

forget your aches, pains and woes!
Phone 391270 for more details Christine Whild

Car Parking at Marcham Road Health Centre
The Health Centre spent a considerable amount of their 
income providing 25 protected parking space for its 
patients. The cost of maintaining this facility for patients 
was expected to be relatively low.
However, we are now in danger of losing the facility because 
we are having to purchase extra parking tokens at 80p each. 
On average, 2000 tokens go missing each year, resulting 
in a cost of £1600 per annum. This is unsustainable and 
we are asking you to return unused tokens, otherwise our 
protected car parking area may not continue to be managed 
and parking will become challenging.
Please help to retain the protected car park by returning any 
unused tokens.



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts September 20198

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk @HillsQuarry

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling
Slating Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

For a FREE quotation or to find out more about 
solar electricity, tailored to suit your business 
or home, call us now on 01865 391241

Solar power uses cleaner  
energy that helps you save 
money - as well as safe  
guarding the environment

01865391241   .   office@aespv.com  .  www.aespv.com  

Solar electric panel installers 

• Damp Proof Coursing
• Timber Treatment
• Dry & Wet Rot Treatment
• Woodworm Treatment

• Waterproof Re-Plastering
• Cellar & Basement Tanking
• Beetle Treatment
• Environmentally Friendly 

Products Used
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Free Survey and Advice: 01235 762525
Email: lizeverley@aol.com

www.preservationspecialisttreatments.co.uk
18 Sugworth Lane, Radley, Abingdon OX14 2HY 

466

CONTAINER STORAGE
• 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
• 24 hour CCTV
• Easy Access
• Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS
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MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
All has been quiet in the preschool 
classroom over the summer,  
however we have been continuing in 
the background!  Staff have been 
working hard to ensure that the 
coming year will meet every aspect 
of our vision which is to provide an 
exciting, friendly, engaging and interesting environment 
for your child to learn, grow and excel in their Early 
Years. We aim for our experiences to be BIGGER, to 
be MESSIER and to be NOISIER than ever before!!
During the summer term the preschool, in partnership 
with the school, were busy collecting ‘hard to recycle’ 
plastics with two missions in mind: FIRSTLY to do our 
‘bit’ in saving the planet; and SECONDLY - to save 
enough items to win a refurbished playground!
Although we were not successful in the competition, we 
have been delighted with the support and contributions 
made not only by the preschool and school children but 
by the whole village. We will be continuing to collect 
your hard to recycle waste.... there’s a box in the shop.
We will collect baby wipe packaging, pump dispensers 
(but often not the bottle itself), rubber gloves, make 
up tubes, toothpaste tubes, pots and bottles, etc.... 
please make sure they are washed first.

So please sort your plastic waste.... 
don’t send it to landfill.... send it to us!

And if you’re not sure what to include, look 
for the recycling triangle - this can then 
be placed in your usual green recycling bin. 

SAVE OUR PLANET
Nicky Sanford, 
Early Years Teacher, Marcham Pre-School 
01865 392101   Marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

Baby Room Our babies have been 
enjoying playing outside in our garden 
this summer, splashing in the water 
trays, emptying and filling containers 
and digging in the sand. It has been a very musical month as 
we follow our Little Angels' interests at nursery and lots of our 
babies are really enjoying songs and musical instruments. We 
have been shaking rice shakers, banging drums and clapping 
along as we sing our favourite nursery rhymes. One of the most 
popular in the baby room is '1,2,3,4,5, Once I caught a fish alive', 
our babies have been joining in the actions as we sing along. 
Moving to music is a great way to build up babies gross motor 
skills and strength, we have been dancing around the room and 
the garden lots and lots!

Preschool Room It has been a busy summer in the Preschool 
Room preparing our eldest angels for Primary School. They 
have been attending their weekly phonic sessions in which 
they begin to hear sounds and match to letters through phonic 
based games. We have been playing lots of turn-taking games 
in which they have learned key social skills in preparation for 
school. They have been learning to form letters, recognize 
their names and even some have begun to write their own 
name! We held our Graduation Ceremony this month, it was 
emotional but we are so proud of each of our little angels and 
watched them grow their wings and fly to Primary School. You 
will all be missed, but we are looking forward to still seeing lots 
of you at our Afterschool Club at Marcham Primary School.

Breakfast & Afterschool Club We have been missing our big 
angels throughout the summer but we hope you are all having 
a lovely summer holiday with your family and friends! We are 
looking forward to seeing you in September and welcoming our 
newest younger members to the fun!

If you would like to be part of Little Angels Family, where 
our home is your home, please contact us on 01865 

819992 or marcham@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk, 
see www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 

and follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham 

PTA ROUND-UP
Can I offer a HUGE vote of thanks to every 
single one of you who came along to the school's 
summer fete, dug deep in your purses, wallets and 
pockets, and gave your hard-earned cash to the 
cause. You are RECORD-BREAKERS!!!!
At the event we took a total of £3,004.49, the first 
time we EVER broken the £3k mark. Not only that, but once 
we deducted the expenses, the total profit for the event was 
£2,204.80!!  That's the biggest profit we've made, EVER!
So thank you all for your support - whether you made a cake, 
filled a goody bag, donated a raffle prize, bought an ice cream or 
tried your hand at the Tombola or the new Lucky Lollies stall, we 
are very grateful to each and every one of you. We’ll have more 
fun and games at our Christmas Fair in December. 
PTA AGM
Our Annual General Meeting will be held at Marcham Primary 
School at 7pm on Thursday 26 September.  All parents of 
children at the school are welcome to attend, but more than that: 

I encourage ANYONE who is able to help support the work of 
the school and assist us in raising money to fund its mission to 
join your PTA.  Because it is YOUR school and YOUR Parent–
Teacher Association. 
Every year, we lose a number of our team as their children move 
on to secondary school, so every year we need to add new names 
to your team.  If you can see yourself helping us to organise 
school discos, run Christmas fetes, sell refreshments at quiz or 
bingo nights, or if you have some new ideas about how we can 
raise funds, please let me know. We’d love to hear from you.
As I write this, it’s a hot and sunny day at the end of July.  When 
you read it, it’ll probably be the end of August.  I hope you’ve had 
a wonderful summer holiday and are looking forward to the new 
school term – some of you for the first time.  Very best wishes, 
and I hope we see lots of you at our AGM on 26 September.  If 
not – well …
See you on the school run.
Peter Kidd 
PTA Chair 07708 251312 peter.kidd61@btinternet.com

Wednesday 12pm  
in the Baptist Hall

All welcome – young and old!
It's a wonderful way to catch up 

with old friends or make new ones 
and have a delicious light lunch!
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Great Marcham and District Weekend 28th - 29th September  
PLUS a Quiz Night on Friday 27th  
AND Art Exhibition + Church Tower visits throughout the weekend
For information or to volunteer to help,  
please contact jim.asher@btinternet.com (391727) or neil.rowe.nsch@gmail.com (391168)
Full Programme to be delivered to each house in Marcham or available from Marcham Village Shop soon

Saturday:
Historic Walk
Model Aeroplane Display
Teddy Bears' Picnic 
Archeology Exhibition
Flower, Produce  
& Craft Show
Dog Show
Moldovan Gala Dinner
Apple Juicing
Bouncy Castle
Pub Games
Fish and Chips
Ice Cream
Refreshments

Volunteers needed for:
• Marshalling
• Setting up gazebos, tables etc
• Donation collectors
• Refreshment stalls
• Baking cakes and biscuits

Contact Denise 391727 or 
denise.asher@btinternet.com

Marcham Motor Show
Sunday 29th September 11am till 4pm

Lime Walk, Denman College, 
access via the Farthings OX13 6QD. 

Cars, bikes, tractors ... anything with a motor!
All are welcome. Refreshments and Toilets available 

All interesting vehicles welcome 
Please contact Neil Rowe 07856 502578  

or Gordon Brown 07748 513986 for more details

Film Competition
Create your 3-minute film, upload it to 

YouTube and send the link with your 
name and age (if under 16) to

malcolm_denton_954@msn.com
Closing date for entries is 15th 

September. A £5.00 per film entry fee will 
go towards the New Building Fund. Winners will 

be announced during the weekend.

Archaeological Exhibition 
11am - 5pm on Saturday at 
Sharrards Barn, Mill Road

Plus a chance to sample 'Marcham 
Mulsum' spiced wine made to an 

authentic Roman Recipe!

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS GMADW

Great MaD Weekend 
Marcham School,Morland Road 

QUIZ NIGHT -  FRIDAY 27 SEPTEMBER 7.30PM START  
DOORS OPEN AT 7.00PM 

A QUIZ NIGHT is being held on Friday 27 September in 
Marcham School. Teams of up to five persons.£10 entry per 

team. Funds raised towards the furnishings of the new 
community building. Everyone welcome.  

A range of questions to suit everyone – which are not too 
difficult!! Don’t worry if you are on your own or just a team of 

two, we will make sure that you join another team! 
Entry forms, with a `tenner`, can be obtained and completed in 

the shop. Or you can pay on the night.  
        

                      We look forward to seeing you                                  
For further information call Trevor Hill on 01865 391321 

 
 
 

Sunday:
Fun Run
Motor Show
Historic Walk
Family Games
Pub Games
BBQ
Songs of Praise  
& Harvest Service
Garden Teas

@ Garford
Open Farm
Open Church
Sculpture Show
Teas in the Village Hall

Can you bake? 
Cakes, biscuits, scones 

required Contact Denise 
391727 or 

 denise.asher@btinternet.com

Calling all First Aiders!
If you hold a valid first 
aid certificate and are 
available for any time 
during the weekend, 

please call Ruth Mander on 01865 
392 861 and leave a message.

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk September 201910
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Moldovan Gala 
Evening

7pm 
28th September

All Saints' Church

Tickets £20 from Marcham Shop 
or Church Office

THE GREAT MARCHAM WEEKENDTHE GREAT MARCHAM WEEKEND

proudly sponsored by

DOG SHOWDOG SHOW
28th September 2019 at 3:00pm

Classes: 
Best Bitch • Handsomest Dog • Golden Oldie

Best Puppy • Waggiest Tail • Best Trick • Best Dressed

Dog that most looks like it’s owner

Overall Best In Show

67 Oxford Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2AA
T: 01865 538 721  F: boundaryvets
W: www.boundaryvets.co.uk

Entry forms from Marcham Village Shop

Sunflower Extravaganza Competition
2019 has been a difficult year for growing 
Sunflowers, with Slug and Snail attacks, 
followed by Drought and finally Storms, 
but some have survived! 
It is now time to submit your entries for 
the different classes; entry forms with full 
instructions are available at the Shop.
Entries must be submitted by 21st 
September, please return your form to the 
shop with your entry fee.  Judging will be 
by photograph, details on the entry form.

Judging will take place during the following 
week, winners will be announced during the 
GMaD Weekend 
Which class does your sunflower excel in?!
• Tallest, grown in the ground 
• Tallest grown in a pot 
• Biggest head, seed head diameter 
• Best multi-head 
• Prettiest 
• Best group display, minimum of  3
• Shortest, with a flower head 
• Best fancy-dressed sunflower

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukSeptember 2019 11
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All ages, abilities and 
experience 
£1.50 per person to enter 
Sponsorship money  on the 
day or go to justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/mad5k
More information and book 
your place eventbrite.co.uk/d/
united-kingdom--abingdon/
mad5km/
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

 planning & building control approvals   

 extensions, new homes, conversions

 party wall surveyor services   

 award winning designer

 free initial consultation

 over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

 
 
 
       

             
            Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Charging Installations for  
                                          Homes & Business 
                           
        Government OLEV Approved Charge Point Installer. 
                               Up to £500 grant available. 
                                        3 year warranty. 

                       info@PremierEV.net 
                               08000 146 216 

       
          Contact us for Service, Quality & Safety you can rely on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

Gabi’s Cleaning Service
If you need help to keep  

your house tidy please don’t  
hesitate to ring Gabi.

References are available

Cleaning
Ironing

Contact me by What'sAp 07771 391209
or Email gabipapp@icloud.com

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukSeptember 2019 13

Local Events
£11,830

Donations
£8,380

Bank Balance
£23,090

5p Coins
9123

Membership
Voting: 102       Junior: 22

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL
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MarchamCentre—further rapid progress! 
Your new village hall building has come along rapidly in the last two months. The walls and roof structure 
are complete, external brickwork has been laid, and doors and windows fitted. The roof insulation is in place 
and most of the roof tiling has been done. Underfloor heating pipes are being installed as this edition goes 
to print. Although the August rain resulted in a little delay, the project is still close to schedule for the target 
completion next Spring. Work has also just begun on the Institute site to protect the frontage during the 
building project there. Demolition work will start behind the main building, which will remain in place. 

We push on with fund-raising to provide your new MarchamCentre with the equipment we need to operate 
the facilities fully. We need to find about £30,000 for basic equipment when it opens.  
Since July, we have raised just over £1000 so far from Sponsor-a-Brick (run by the shop 
volunteers) with further to go – have you been to the Shop to make your donation yet?   
The Vintage Tea Party, organised by Jenny Allan, raised over £330.  A huge thank you to 
everyone who has supported these. We have also received an anonymous donation of 
£500.  So far, we have a total of over £6,000 in our equipment fund towards our target and 
pledges of a further £1,000.  We have more fund-raising events coming up later this year, 
including the Great Marcham & District Weekend (see pages 10&11). We need support from all 
YOU to make these events as successful as possible so we can reach our target. 

There are many ways you can contribute, 
including helping at events, baking cakes and 
sponsoring 5k runners. We welcome all 
donations – you don’t have to wait for a 
fund-raising event. If you have any ideas for 
fund-raising or would like to help, please 
make contact with us. 
We are speaking to organisations in Marcham 
about bookings, hire rates, and our plan to run the facilities.  
Please email new requests to chris.ricketts47@btinternet.com. 

We will keep you updated on progress here, with updates, photos and posts on our Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/marchamcentre/ or @marchamcentre, and our website, 
www.marchamcentre.org. We are happy to answer any questions you may have. 
Please help us by taking out membership of MCG (or renewing your memberships).  Your 
support and help is really important now to raise funds to equip our new building. 

Vintage Tea Party 

Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim) admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

01235 239001

WE’RE AN EXPERT:

All Drainage
CCTV Surveys
Soakaways & Cess Pits
Designed, Installed & Repaired
Drain Lining & Installation
Emergency Plumbing

•

•

•

•

•

•

WE’RE PROFESSIONAL:

No Call Out Charge
Fixed Prices
Work Guaranteed
Fix It Right First Time

•

•

•

•

oxford@draindoctor.co.uk

DrainDoctorOxford.co.uk
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M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’S
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa]
Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

CALL 01235 762468
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS 

a full range of lamps [light bulbs] in stock
A SELECTION OF ORIGINAL we have accounts with many 

lighting companies. BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS we 
can make almost anything into a lamp for you

NEED HELP CHOOSING YOUR LIGHTS AT HOME 
GIVE US A CALL

SHADES a large selection in stock
REPAIR & RESTORATION OF LIGHTS  

& OTHER ITEMS
DON’T THROW IT HAVE IT REPAIRED!

ORDERS TAKEN PLEASE ENQUIRE
If it is electrical we can supply it!!

sales@mandawantage.co.uk    www.mandawantage.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

STUART BECK
stuartb8989@icloud.com 

07983 431494
01235 759124

D & B TRADITIONAL 
WINDOW CLEANING
D & B Offer a Quick reliable Service  
That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

Preservation Specialist Treatments
Local Company Trading for 30 Years

All Plastering works undertaken internal & external 
To include plastering walls, ceilings and external rendering

Smooth, wet dash, pebble dash  
& K-Rend (assortment of colours)
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Email: pauleverley@aol.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS SHOP, GIRLGUIDING & WILDMAN

Thursday 12th September 
GERRY COLVIN
www.gerrycolvin.co.uk
Doors: 7pm | Music: 7:15pm | Main act: 
8pm Tickets: £15  
Online: musicattheunicorn.org.uk  
or  Mostly Books, 36 Stert St, Abingdon 
OX14 3JP (cash only)
Abingdon Unicorn Theatre OX14 3JB

Specks of Dust and Hope
Long days of Summer allow us to sit out 
in the garden, and still be warm, even 
as darkness descends. Warm, often well 
beyond the time it gets dark, so we can 
stay out there enjoying our garden with 
friends.

Friends, not just of the humankind, but the moths and 
bats as well. Many times, I’ve sat out after dark, with 
some basic garden lighting my only obvious companion. 
Then suddenly the moths arrive, in a stunning range of 
colours. In turn, those moths attract the bats that hunt 
them down. It’s not unknown for me to be sat out in the 
darkness, being showered in moth wings, which the bats 
spit out after eating the moth body.

Lots of us like watching nature, but cringe at the brutal 
reality of the hunter and the hunted. You can’t have 
one without the other. It's Yin and Yang. Good and bad. 
Survival of the fittest playing out, right there, in front of 
us, in our own gardens.

Even in a small way we are contributing to Darwinian 
theory and evolution, if that’s what you believe in.

I’ve been told “What’s the point in gardening? It all dies 
anyway. When we die, the garden just gets overgrown 
and all that work is wasted”.

It’s a good point, if a little depressing. To me it's just 
about the ‘now’, the present. The past is gone, the future 
is always out of reach. All we ever have is ‘now’. Without 
life we wouldn’t have death. Without death there 
wouldn’t be life. It's cyclical.

We just have to keep hope going, trying to work out our 
place in the cycle, for the brief time we are on this little 
rock of ours. Mere specks of dust in the universe.
Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993 / PO 391940

Mon - Fri: 07.30 - 17.30
Saturday: 08.00 - 12 noon
Sunday: 08.00 - 10.00
The shop and Post Office will open over 
the GMaDWeekend as a refreshment 
stop and cash point
8 am - 4 pm on Saturday 28th
8 am - 12 noon on Sunday 29th

Get baking this autumn with our 
fantastic range of flour from Wessex Mill  

Try Tomato and Garlic for pizza bases or bread!
Last acceptance time for post:
Mon-Fri 16.45 & 10.15 on Saturdays
If have difficulty getting to the shops, call us on 391993 
and we will get your essential supplies to you  
OR join the weekly Tesco minibus trip - call Marion for 
details 07507 797757.

It's September: Time for Allsorts!  
Only 60p a quarter

POST 
OFFICE

®

CALLING ALL GIRLS 
How would you like to be part of Rainbows or 

Brownies here in Marcham?
We currently have spaces for both units starting in 
September. Rainbows age 5-7, Brownies age 7-10. We 
have an exciting new programme, designed to provide 
girls with a wide range of skills for life. The programme 
is fun, creative and educational. There are also many 
interest badges to earn.
We aim to provide a fun and safe space, where life-
long friendships are made, whilst building confidence 
and encouraging girls to be themselves.
If you would like more information, please contact: 
Rainbows: marchamrainbows@gmail.com
Brownies: marchambrownies@gmail.com
Or to register your daughter: https://www.girlguiding.
org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/
VOLUNTEERING WITH GIRLGUIDING
We are always seeking to recruit new volunteers to 
keep the units running. Whether you’re interested in just 
helping out at unit meetings, or taking it further with a  
leadership qualification, we would love to have you on 
board.
If you have an hour or two to spare each week, and 
you would like to make a difference, please contact: 
trishsummersprospectdistrict@gmail.com

Wantage & Grove Lions are holding a  
Cash Bingo and Great Raffle  

at Grove Village Hall on Saturday 7th Sept  
doors open 6.45pm eyes down 7.30pm 

hope to see you there

DRAYTON SEQUENCE DANCE CLUB
Dancing Thursday Nights at 

Drayton Village Hall
7.30pm – 10.30pm

Admittance £2
Do you want to dance? 

Friendly club seeking new members
Further information 01235 531701
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HOUSEHOLD / PERSONAL SERVICES
Louise Tierney
Mobile State Registered  
Hairdresser
Member Of The F.H.A. 

for all enquiries 
or to book an appointment please call.

Tel:   01865 730428    Mob: 07525 784807

01865 735842

Hand crafted wines from Oxfordshire’s oldest vineyard
Wines, gifts and conviviality

Shop open 11- 6 every Saturdays or by appointment
Drop in tours on the last Saturday of each month 

(£10 pp, 2 pm)
Please check website for updates

01865 390067     office@bothyvineyard.co.uk
www.bothyvineyard.co.uk Facebook: bothyvineyard

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

	
	
	
	
	
	 	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

Daytime	and	Evening	classes	
in	Abingdon	and	Marcham.	

New	classes	starting	in	Autumn.	
	

Andreabuckingham.co.uk	
07939	523083	

andreabkm@btinternet.com	
	

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Visit our website for  the 
latest offers and news 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 

The Abbey  
Chiropody Clinic

Mr P J Neighbour &  
Mr P A Neighbour

Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

nail clipping, corns and hard skin  
verrucae and everyday foot problems

manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle 
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis  

minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice 
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS REPRESENTATIVES' REPORTS

Contact Ed Vaizey MP by
Post The House of Commons, London SW1A OAA
E-mail dicksonce@parliament.uk 
Web www.vaizey.com
News Sign up at http://bit.ly/EdVaizeyMP
Tel 01235 768 888

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
What has been happening in Council?
Times at the Vale are busy and challenging. 
On Wednesday, 17th July, the Vale held its first meeting with the new 
council of 31 Lib Dem councillors, 6 Conservative councillors and 1 
Green councillor, and all the feedback we have been getting on it has 
been very positive. For example: ”This the first time we feel we are 
being listened to for years”
Several motions were passed including one on the Local Plan Part 
2 (LPP2) which was proposed by Councillor Debby Hallett and 
seconded by me. It asked the Leader of the Council to send a letter 
to the Minister of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
asking him “to explain to us how the Local Plan Part 2 (LPP2) can 
be considered sound and legal when the housing figures used are 
based solely on a working assumption of Oxford’s unmet needs,  the 
Plan Allocates the housing development in the Green Belt in clear 
contravention of paragraph 137 of the NPPF ( the legal document 
on which all planning is based) and the Plan removes Dalton 
Barracks and Shippon from the Green Belt without the exceptional 
circumstances the regulations (NPPF) require.”
Remember that the main purpose of this inherited LPP2 is to 
satisfy Oxford city’s unmet housing needs, whose figures are very 
questionable and possibly overestimated by as much as 40%. Is it 
reasonable to ask us to agree to a plan that could be faulty? In fact, 
we feel that the whole examination procedures are deficient and is a 
case of “the cart being put before the horse”. We should have a clear 
evidenced housing target before being asked to help Oxford with its 
unmet needs. So, we are asking the Council to write to the 2 local 
MPs and to the Minister asking him to relook at the issues we have 
raised and to give us advice (and the necessary time) on how we 
can adjust the LPP2 once Oxford’s unmet need is established. We 
need this help and advice as we know that if we don’t adopt the Plan 
we are at severe risk of speculative developers, and the bonanza of 
house building which happened under the Conservatives when they 
delayed adopting the Local Plan they inherited 8 years ago.
Another motion which was passed was on the Oxford Cambridge 
Expressway. We pointed out the lack of public consultation or 
clarity on whether an Expresssway is the best way to connect 
Oxford and Cambridge; the high risk of going against our Climate 
Emergency motion by increasing carbon emissions and damaging 
the bio diversity and countryside during the road building; and the 
vast amount of evidence showing that building big roads merely 
attracts more traffic and clutters the surrounding roads in the long 
run. We asked that Council should write to the local MPs and the 
Minister of Transport, pointing out our opposition and asking 
that instead the £3-7 billion should be put towards completing 
and enhancing phase three of the East-West Rail link and to local 
governments to enhance cycle infrastructure and public transport. 
Now we wait to see the response!
Extra news Residents of Leas Lane and their neighbours will 
be pleased to hear that the application for 114 houses on the 
field near them has been turned down, even before it reached the 
Planning Committee.
Polling Station If you feel that the choice of our temporary Polling 
Station, the Baptist Hall on Packhorse Lane, (the new hall will be 
used in the future) was not suitable last May, especially for older 
and disabled voters, can you let your Parish Council know as soon 
as possible, as the Council is prepared to look again. There may be a 
General Election before the end of the year! See opposite for details.
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC - DC for Marcham and Shippon
01235 534001 or Webbercatherine1@gmail.com

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
In the current atmosphere, it is very difficult to understand what 
might happen next. Almost everyone has their very own prediction 
of how things will turn out. Most of the predictions range between 
gloomy and utter despair. In order to cheer ourselves up, some 
friends and I played a game of “determined optimism” where each 
of us had to come up with three good things which could happen 
in the next year and how they might be achieved. It is a game I 
recommend to everyone, but the problem is that we all wished the 
world to be in different places so it is by no means a guaranteed 
way of spreading peace and harmony.
At VWHDC, what to do with the Local Plan is occupying 
everyone’s minds. Much will depend on the HIF grant (£250m) and 
whether or not this will be guaranteed if either SODC or VWHDC 
were to decide to withdraw their plans in order to modify them. 
For VWHDC, this is particularly critical as their Plan is dependent 
on the delivery of “Valley Park, Didcot”. Without the HIF money, 
OCC cannot afford the road improvements needed to deliver it. 
OCC would then be compelled to object to the plan which might 
then fail. In which case, the whole Vale would be back to coping 
with speculative development all over the District. 
No-one wants that and we are all waiting for some clarity from 
Government. Unfortunately for Oxfordshire, Government is rather 
preoccupied at present so maybe to keep calm and sane, I will 
continue to play the “determined optimism” game.
RICHARD WEBBER Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001

Have your say on Polling Stations
We are carrying out a review of the polling district and places and 
would like to hear about your experience of using them in the 
recent elections. We'd like to know whether changes need to be 
made to the buildings or locations and about possible new venues. 
We would particularly like to hear from disabled residents and 
carers about their experience in accessing the polling stations.  
Visit our website to comment up until Friday 27 September.
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk – and search for review 
polling. Any representations, comments please send to 
elections@southandvale.gov.uk

Did you know that just one minute of sitting with 
your car engine running and the vehicle not 

moving produces the equivalent of 150 balloons 
of harmful pollutants into the air?

Please make sure you switch off when you stop 
for more than a minute.
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PERSONAL SERVICES

www.milletsfarmcentre.com

A mouth watering selection of  

Homemade Cakes
Baked daily in the Farm Shop

Millets
FARM CENTRE

wordCloud90x80Marcham.2019.indd   14 19/06/2019   11:45
Your Home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage

 morganharrison.co.uk     eve@morganharrison.co.uk
33 Willow Farm Marcham OX13 6FP

Local advisor offering expert 
advice and a personal approach

Tel:  01865 391496     Mob:  07917 716002

 Buy-To-Let

 Property Purchases

 Mortgage Reviews

 Help-To-Buy Schemes

 Whole of Market

Morgan Harrison
M o r t g a g e  S o l u t i o n s

M  H

So
l7

73
8

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

PET CARE

Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
• Located in a private gated community
• Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
• 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
• Sleeps up to 10 
• Air conditioned and fully equipped 
• Own swimming pool and covered patio
• Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 390125 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax
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TABLE TOP & CAR BOOT SALE
Hanney WM Hall

10 till 2pm Sat 14th September
Craft Stalls
Bric a brac
China
Toys

Something for Everyone
Hot and Cold Food

Hanney Fundraisers for CRUK
01235 868527/470/772114

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS JUBILEE WALKS & POLICE NEWSLETTER

Neighbourhood Team Newsletter for 
Marcham from Rich Osborn
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter 
tvpsouthandvale for regular updates 
from the South and Vale neighbourhood teams. Sign up to our alerts 
system at www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk to receive information 
related to crime in your area. 
The Abingdon neighbourhood team will be out and about in Marcham 
on Saturday the 14th September. The team will visit properties to 
sign them up to our Thames Valley Alerts system which allows the user 
to receive messages from the Police about their local area, security 
advice, meetings etc. By working together we can build community 
resilience to deter burglars from targeting homes within the area!
Scams 
The neighbourhood team have responded to several reports of scams, 
particularly involving retired people. The team have been working 
alongside the banks to prevent fraud and safeguard those who are 
vulnerable. As scams become more sophisticated, it is increasingly 
important to be aware of potential scams and to look out for those who 
are less able to spot a scam. You can find out more information about 
fraud by contacting Action Fraud or by visiting our website: https://www.
thamesvalley.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/fa/fraud/
Community engagement
• PCSO Ali Blood and PCSO Susie Morley (Abingdon Town) - Monday 

16th September 10am-midday at The Market Place, Abingdon..
Contact us: 
E-mail: AbingdonNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 
Twitter: @tvpsouthandvale 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/tvpsouthandvale 
Phone: 101 
Website: www.thamesvalley.police.uk. 

National Trust: Abingdon & District Association
2.30-3.30pm Tuesday September 24th 
Trinity Church Hall, Abingdon
Liz Woolley - “It will do him more good 
than going to school”: Child labour in 
nineteenth-century Oxfordshire. 
In rural counties like Oxfordshire, child labour 
was as much a feature of everyday life in the 
nineteenth century as in industrialised areas. This hour-long 
illustrated talk tells the story of our county’s child workers, many 
of whom started work part-time at the age of six or seven and, 
until the compulsory school legislation of the 1870s, left education 
for good by the age of ten to become permanently employed in 
agriculture, in domestic service and in lace-making, gloving and 
in a host of other small-scale occupations. Liz is a local historian 
specialising in aspects of the history of Oxford and Oxfordshire. 
She is particularly interested in the everyday lives of rural people 
across the county, chiefly during the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries.
Everyone is welcome and non-members of the Abingdon & District 
National Trust Association are asked to donate £3. Refreshments 
are available after the talk. For more information, phone Ruth on 
01235 524119. 

Town Furlong Cattery  
is looking for weekday help from September. We 
run two shifts, 8-11 and 3-5 all year round and 

longer over busy periods. The role includes feeding, 
cleaning and general admin.  

You must love cats!
Contact us at townfurlong@gmail.com  

for more information

Children Heard and Seen 
is a charity that works 
to mitigate the effects of 
parental imprisonment 
on children, young 
people and their families. 

We aim to provide quality services for children with a family 
member in prison. I am approaching you because we are desperately 
looking for volunteers to assist in the Marcham area with a number 
of families who require our support.

Some key facts surrounding the work of the charity include

1. A prison sentence separates 17,000 children a year from their 
mothers;

2. Children of prisoners are more likely to experience poverty, 
poor housing, social exclusion, poor physical health, aggressive 
behaviour. Children of prisoners are 3 times more at risk of 
committing Anti-Social Behaviour or delinquent behaviour;

3. 65% of boys with a convicted parent go on to offend themselves;

4. 5% of children with a parent in prison are at risk of mental health 
problems including depression, anxiety, eating and sleeping 
disorders;

5. Parental imprisonment is associated with negative school 
experiences such as persistent truanting, bullying and failure to 
achieve in education;

6. Children of prisoners are also disproportionately represented 
among young offenders and the care population;

7. It is estimated that every £1 invested in supporting prisoners’ 
families could save the taxpayer £11.

We would like to seek your assistance to publish a short article 
to recruit volunteers from the Marcham community area to spend 
some time per week with the children affected and their families 
in and around South Oxfordshire either in a one-to-one mentoring 
role or within groups. 

Ours is a niche charity in a meaningful area within the criminal 
justice and social care sectors where we are desperately in need of 
assistance and support to further develop support for these children 
and families.

Planning is now well under way for 
this year’s Christmas Extravaganza in 
Abingdon which is organised by volunteers 
of the Abingdon on Thames Chamber 
of Commerce. We are looking for local 

bands, groups, singers, or performers of any kind to join 
us on stage and / or in the parade. We are also taking 
bookings for local charities & community groups to have a 
stall in our Christmas Market. Anyone interested can get in 
touch by emailing events@abingdonchamber.co.uk
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 ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH
www.marcham-with-garford.org. uk 

 

Contacts:  
Rev. Canon Richard Zair 391319 vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org Jill Rowe Children’s and Families Minister 390885 
families@allsaintsmarcham.org  Rosemary Siebert Associate Priest 07763330113 Rob Finch Youth Worker 
07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.org  Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator 391319 info@allsaintsmarcham.org 

 

Regular Sunday services at 10am & 6pm Youth Drop-in 5.30-8pm on Wednesdays Wednesday mid-week 
communion, 10.30am in Duffield Place Lounge. Village Cafe, Wednesdays 12pm at the Baptist Hall Friday 
Club, 5.30-6.30pm at All Saints’ Church (primary-age) 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 

I hope you have been able to enjoy the summer this year, whether at home or on holiday. 

September is upon us, and there is a great deal to look forward to this month. As well as new beginnings in the 
school year, we can look forward to the special Marcham and District Weekend at the end of the month! A lot is 
being planned, details of which will be available soon.  

Two special events are being held in All Saints’ over that weekend: a special Moldovan Gala Evening – ticket only - 
[Saturday 28th] to mark the 10th anniversary of our Marcham Moldova Lifeline work, and to close the weekend, a 
‘Songs of Praise’ harvest celebration at 6.00pm on Sunday 29th, during which we will be receiving food gifts for the 
Abingdon Food Bank. 

We will be welcoming guests from Moldova at the Gala Evening, and there will be an auction at the end of the 
evening to help raise funds for on-going projects in Moldova. It promises to be a wonderful occasion! Tickets for 
this event are available from the Village Shop and all are welcome. 

In many respects, September will be a month of saying ‘thank you’ for the good things that we celebrate as a 
community. Having an ‘attitude of gratitude’ is at the heart of the Christian faith, as we celebrate God’s love and 
gracious generosity in Jesus, and all that He has done for us, and continues to do for us day by day. Harvest 
provides us with the opportunity to focus our gratitude to God for all His provision, and presence with us in life 
through His Holy Spirit.  

May this month be one of gratitude for us all. Happy September! 

With my warmest greetings, 

Richard 

 

Harvest Celebration 
Sunday 29th September, 6pm 


