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▲ There are still plants 
for sale  see page 13

▲ Marcham Shop: 
Dress Up and  
Come on Down! ▼►

▲ Privet Hawk Moths
Photos taken by 
Pippa Hoath around 
Marcham ►

I wonder 
what's 

happening at 
pre-school

▲ What’s on the tree
in Parkside? page 7

▲ Pyramidal Orchid

▲ We’ve got the keys to the new hall! 
▼ see page 5

Deadline for the September issue of 
MADNews, 17.00 Thursday 20th August 

editor@madnews.co.uk

Bank Holiday Waste Collection
Wednesday 2 September

Thursday 3 September
Green, food and  garden waste

Don’t
 

Forg
et!



HELP AND ADVICE

Do something amazing 
today – give blood

96% of us rely on the other 
4% to give blood. 

We still need blood and platelets 
Your journey counts as essential travel!

Please don’t leave it to someone else. Most people can 
give blood. If you are generally in good heath, age 17 to 
65 (if it’s your first time) and weigh at least 7st 12lb you 
can donate. You can give blood every 16 weeks, and it 
only takes a few minutes.

To find a session contact
www.blood.co.uk 0300 123 23 23

If you are already a donor, why not talk 
to a friend about becoming one!

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993 / PO 391940

Updated Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 08.00 - 10.00
AND  15.00 - 17.30 
Sat: 08.00 - 10.00
Sunday: Closed

Every Friday is "Theme Day" 
dress up and join in!

Post Office Services available:
Mobile Top Ups

Free Cash Withdrawals
Cash and Cheque Deposits

Pay your bills - phone, council tax etc
Travel Money Cards : Gift Cards

Postal Orders
as well as the usual postal services

Would you like to win £100 gift card? 
Just tell us what you think of us or what 

services you would like us to do – Car Tax, 
Lottery, etc. 

Go to www.postoffice.co.uk/feedback 

or call free on 0800 047 2322

POST 
OFFICE

®MARCHAM
There are volunteers who are available to help for each 
area. If you don't know who to ask, please contact Jude 
or Jacquii by email marchamhelpers@the-kraken.co.uk or 
call MADNews on 391725

MARCHAM COMMUNITY LARDER

Providing food parcels for those in need during the current 
situation. For full details see page 13 

FRILFORD

If you don't know who to ask, please contact Shaun 
or Christine by email frilfordparish@gmail.com or call 
MADNews on 391725
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Any member of the public is most welcome 
to attend any of our meetings. There is a 
section near the start of each meeting for 
public participation, where any member of 
the public is able to speak about any topic 
which is relevant to the work of the Parish 
Council (for a maximum of three minutes). 
Members of the public are also welcome to 
observe some or all of the rest of the meeting.

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Linda Martin
As many of you will know, Linda Martin 
our Clerk is unwell and so is off work for 
the time being. We have been able to appoint 
Wendy Quigley as the interim Clerk to 
cover this absence. She can be contacted by 
email to Interim.MarchamPC@gmail.com. 
Alternatively you can contact the Chairman 
of the Council by email to David.Walton@
MarchamParishCouncil.gov.uk. It would be 
appreciated if contact can be limited to essential 
matters for the time being. Meanwhile we 
send our very best wishes to Linda for a full 
and speedy recovery.
New Village Hall and MUGA
As you will see elsewhere in this issue, the 
Parish Council took ownership of the new 
village hall and Multi-use Games Area on 
the Anson Field on Friday 19th June. We also 
received a 99 year lease  of the remainder of the 
recreation ground which includes the cricket 
ground and the two new football pitches. At 
the same time we gave a 99 year lease of the 
village hall, MUGA and most of the recreation 
ground to Marcham Community Group who 
will manage the facilities on behalf of the 
community. This was the culmination of an 
enormous amount of work that started more 
than four years ago and has involved dozens 
of people and countless meetings. The Parish 
Council would like to thank everyone who 
has been involved and we look forward to the 
community making full use of these excellent 
facilities in the months and years to come.
Play Area – Anson Field
Please note that the play area remains closed, 
with no public access. This is to conform to 
the 12 June Government rules which forbid 
the use of playgrounds due to the coronavirus 
risks
Planning Applications
The Council has considered the following 
applications: 
P20/V1083/FUL 19 Mill Road Marcham 
Abingdon Oxfordshire OX13 6NZ. 
Proposed wheelchair accessible two 
bed detached bungalow. The Council 
objected, citing impact on the street scene 
and conservation area, access difficulties 
and questions over parking. 
P20/V1101/FUL Land off Packhorse 
Lane Packhorse Lane Marcham Marcham 
OX13 6NU. Variation of condition 8 of 
application P16/V0644/O - to regularise 
the 'as built' material of the path - finished 
in hoggin instead of tarmac as approved. 
The Council objected as the hoggin 
surface was breaking up, as were the 
edges, and requested tarmac as per the 
planning approval. 
P20/V0600/HH 86 Howard Cornish Road. 
Move dining room window forward in line 
with garage and porch protrusions, move 
porch wall, replace flat roof of dining 
room recess and porch with pitched tiled 
roof and remove an internal wall. The 
Council had no objection, but requested 
materials to be in keeping with the house 
and other properties in the area.

P20/V1097/LB – New central heating 
system at 21 North Street. Council had no 
objections.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
The next scheduled meeting of the Parish 
Council is Wednesday 8th July, 2020 at 
7.30 p.m. To be held virtually via Zoom. 
However, please check the Council’s 
website for the latest information.
Interim Clerk to the Council:  
Mrs. W. Quigley  
Interim.MarchamPC@gmail.com
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Dear Readers

We had a few gremlins in the MADNews 
office this week so please excuse any 
mistakes in this issue! Hopefully by the time 
we come back in September everything will 
have been sorted out!

And by then, things might be nearly back to 
normal – we can just hope.  

In the meantime – keep safe

Dear Editor
Thank you so much to the young child
who posted postcards in Anson Close 
while in lockdown saying:
"I hope lockdown is ok I hope you find 
something to make you smile today" 
It certainly did , it was a lovely thought 
and loved the smiley face too.
SUE SODEN
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Dear fellow residents. 
While we are all focussed on the 
pandemic, don’t forget the end of June 
is the deadline for the UK to prevent 
another hit to jobs and business at the end 
of December. 
We left the European Union in January 
but until the end of this year we still 
enjoy all the benefits of membership. 
Unless the UK requests an extension 
to the trade negotiations we could be 
in for a very bleak 2021. Expect border 
problems affecting jobs and customs 
delays affecting availability of food and 
essential supplies. 
It would be wonderful if the “oven 
ready” deal could be sorted out by year-
end but because the UK/EU negotiations 
have stalled while the world struggles 
with Covid19 this is no longer realistic. 
Bluster and brinkmanship will not work 
this time and we will very likely end up 
with a no deal crash out.   
Please can everyone contact our MP 
David Johnston and ask him to support 
the transition extension, before the 
30th June deadline. https://www.david-
johnston.org.uk
Thanks
BOB ANDERSON



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts July / August 20204

HOME & GARDEN
GARY CUDDON

Painter and Decorator
Fully qualified with 30 years experience

Providing a high quality service
Free quotations and fully insured

Local and friendly service
07827 752904     garycuddon@aol.com

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned
■ CCTV & Door Entry - domestic installations

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk
Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories  

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

House - Flat - Apartments - Office

FURNITURE MOVED / TRANSPORTED

Ebay COLLECTIONS - DELIVERIES

Tel 07721 679487 + 01235 524589

“MOVING ASSISTANCE”

• tree removal • tree thinning • tree reduction  
• dead wood removal • stump grinding  

• landscaping 
• £10 million public liability

• City & Guilds Certified

07889 881 525 or 01491 651052



Local Events
£16,447

Donations
£13,993

Bank Balance
£54,977

5p Coins
10,414

Membership
Voting: 102       Junior: 22

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS MARCHAM COMMUNITY GROUP

Marcham Community Group: Company No 7470307 Charity No 1144407 
 391727 (Jim) admin@marcham.org www.marcham.org

NUMBERS IN TOP BOXES FOR 15th OF PREVIOUS MONTH 

MEMBERSHIP:  VOTING        JUNIOR  

DONATIONS  nearest 

LOCAL EVENTS       whole  

BANK    numbers 

5P COINS  

Page size is 
212 mm tall & 
180 mm wide. 

Side panel is 
212 mm tall & 
10 mm wide. 
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Major Milestone achieved — MarchamCentre handed over! 
The new village hall complex, MarchamCentre, was officially handed over on Friday 19th June. Last-minute 
legal issues were resolved and the lease documents were exchanged. The process completed just in time to 
enable MCG to receive the keys from Thomas Homes via Marcham Parish Council at 3:40 pm—with a huge 
sigh of relief.  Social distancing rules meant that only a few representatives from MCG, Marcham Parish 
Council and Anson Trust could be there to mark the occasion—a major milestone for Marcham. 

We must acknowledge at this key point the 
huge inputs from: Anson Trust (especially Neil 
Rowe); Thomas Homes (Chris Brotherton and 
his team); Marcham Parish Council (and hard 
work by Dave Walton and Ruth Mander, 
especially over the past few weeks, dealing 
with tricky legal twists); and all MCG trustees 
and committee members, for making this 
happen. This is a big step for Marcham and we 
are delighted to have reached it together. 

Government Covid-19 rules mean that we are not able to open the new village hall for its intended 
community use for some time yet. We will be working to fit out and furnish the new building over the next 
few weeks.  We do, however, have plans to open the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) for tennis, football and 
other games, under strict rules. We need first to arrange safe operating procedures for players and put 
signage in place. Page 9 has more details.  Our website will show other opening plans in due course. 
Our fund-raising continues going well. The sale of plants from the gate by Sheila Dunford and Anne Smithson 
has passed the £850 mark—thank you again to those donating for plants.  A big thank-you to Claire, Paula, 
Sue, Margaret, Pippa, Amélie, Lily, Jenny and Zoe, who have raised over £350 so far from making face-masks 
for donations to our facilities. Thank you to all who are donating for them...and using them to keep us safe. 
Thank you to everyone who has sponsored bricks at Marcham Village Shop. We have now exceeded Chris 
Ricketts’ original target of £4000—well done all!  Please continue to sponsor bricks from the Shop, as all 
monies raised will go towards equipping our new village hall.  
We will soon advertise the MarchamCentre administrator job— see our website for details.   
Updates on plans for the new facilities, with news, photos and posts are on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/marchamcentre/ or @marchamcentre, and our website, 
www.marchamcentre.org. We are happy to answer any questions you may have. 
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

Bathroom specialist 
All trades covered 
All household plumbing and heating needs
Call Simon: 07765 654303
Email: info@scpplumbing.co.uk

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: oxfordkitchens@aol.com

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

Luxury fitted kitchens bathrooms
and accessories

01865 326009
info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk
www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton,
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

LD Window Cleaning 
LD Offer a Quick Reliable Service

That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING
Also gutters and fascias

Text/Call 07984780066 or 01865 392859
Email leedancer81@yahoo.co.uk

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling
Slating Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel:  01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

For a FREE quotation or to find out more about 
solar electricity, tailored to suit your business 
or home, call us now on 01865 391241

Solar power uses cleaner  
energy that helps you save 
money - as well as safe  
guarding the environment

01865391241   .   office@aespv.com  .  www.aespv.com  

Solar electric panel installers 

• Damp Proof Coursing
• Timber Treatment
• Dry & Wet Rot Treatment
• Woodworm Treatment

• Waterproof Re-Plastering
• Cellar & Basement Tanking
• Beetle Treatment
• Environmentally Friendly 

Products Used
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Free Survey and Advice: 01235 762525
Email: lizeverley@aol.com

www.preservationspecialisttreatments.co.uk
18 Sugworth Lane, Radley, Abingdon OX14 2HY 

CONTAINER STORAGE
• 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
• 24 hour CCTV
• Easy Access
• Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

xon 
torageS

Open by 
appointment only

Please call  
01865 326009



Marcham WI 
Meetings Cancelled
Unfortunately, as we are still unable 
to hold our monthly WI meetings, our 
July garden party will not be able to 
take place this year. Hopefully we will 
be able to resume our meetings in the 
not too distant future.
If you have not already done so,we would encourage 
all our members to sign up for the Oxfordshire 
Federations's newsletter on their website: https://
www.oxfordshirewi.co.uk  
These special editions of the News and Views monthly 
magazine contain lots of information, including the 
opportunity to sign up for a range of fascinating, 
upcoming Zoom talks, which are free for all members. 
We look forward to seeing you all again as soon as 
possible, but meanwhile hope you are all keeping well

For further information, please contact:
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS WI, MARSOC ON ZOOM, MASKS & PLANTS

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukJuly / August 2020 7

Why are birds so different?
Graham Lenton

will be broadcast live online on
 Tuesday 14th July at 7.30pm

Members will automatically receive an email 
invitation to join using Zoom.

Non-Members wishing to receive an invitation 
should email Simon Blackmore

membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk

COMMUNITY FACE MASK TREE
Marcham community and surrounding areas have a 
Community Face Mask Tree. It can be found at 13 
Parkside. There are three sizes, adult, child and small child 
that would suit toddler age. We are asking for a minimum of 
£2 per mask with all proceeds going to the new facilities at 
Marcham Community Centre. 
A total of nearly 400 masks have been put out on the tree and 
we have made nearly £500. There’s a lovely lady in heaven, 
Chris, looking down on us egging us on. The more we sell 
the more money we make for the new Marcham Community 
Centre. Thank you so much for your support.
PAULA AND CLAIRE AND THE MASK TEAM

Thank you to everyone for supporting the plant sales 
available from outside the gate at No 18 Frilford Road 
(Anne) and at Priory Lane (Sheila).  

We have raised over £900 and still have plants to sell! 

Tomatoes: Roma and Money Maker; Sweet and Chilli 
Peppers; 3 kinds of  Brassica: Cabbage Greyhound, 
Broccoli Lancer, Lettuce Little Gem. 

All will be bare rooted so Anne will need to know when to 
put them in bags to be collected and how many.

Flowers: Green Zinnias, Hollyhocks (mixed), Morning 
Glory ready to climb sticks (purple), Purple Iris

Herbs: Rosemary and Sage (decorative)

There will be Rambler Rose ‘Veilchenblau’ for autumn 
planting, mauve buds fading to lilac-grey, semi-double 
and fragrant.

Cuttings prepared for next year: Rosemary, border 
carnations, Perennial wallflowers (Bowles Mauve).

You can order your plants through Sheila Dunford or 
Anne Smithson or contact MADNews.

All donations for the plants will go toward village 
facilities and can be made at the Post Office, see the 
advert on page 2 for the opening hours.

Enjoy your gardening.

SHEILA DUNFORD AND ANNE SMITHSON

Image Spedona https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=2187741
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
architectural and planning services

party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

 planning & building control approvals   

 extensions, new homes, conversions

 party wall surveyor services   

 award winning designer

 free initial consultation

 over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU

t/a Bob Nichols Vehicle Services 
Unit 3 Cuebar Court, Lashford Lane, 

Dry Sandford OX13 6EB
Call Bob Tel: 01865 730011 Mobile: 07715 707830

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE
M.O.T. STATION - NOW OPEN

Servicing – Diagnostics
General Repairs 
Tyres – Exhausts

Air Conditioning  – M.O.T.s
Courtesy Cars Available

Gabi’s Cleaning Service
If you need help to keep  

your house tidy please don’t  
hesitate to ring Gabi.

References are available
Cleaning
Ironing

Contact me by 
What'sApp 

07771 391209 or 
07917 192554

or Email gabipapp@icloud.com

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

STUART BECK
stuartb8989@icloud.com 

07983 431494
01235 759124

D & B TRADITIONAL 
WINDOW CLEANING
D & B Offer a Quick reliable Service  
That Will Leave Your Windows GLEAMING

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com
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Marcham MUGA will soon be open for ball games, 
conditioning or fitness training and general exercise for solo 
use, by members of 1 household or groups of up to 6 people 
observing social distancing rules staying at least 2 metres 
apart, and the following rules will apply. 

• You enter the MUGA at your own risk.
• Marcham Community Group will not be held responsible

for any injury caused whilst using the MUGA.
• This court is unmanned, no part of the MUGA will be

disinfected: wear gloves, practise strong hygiene/hand-
washing before and after use and keep equipment-sharing
to a minimum.

• Children under 12 must be supervised by an adult.
• Trainers or similar footwear should be worn and 

NO STUDS.
• Keep the gate open at all times to minimise hand contact.
• No glass to be taken onto the MUGA at any time.
• Please take your litter home. Thank you.

We will review these rules as and when required, in 
accordance with Government guidelines.
As Marcham Centre opens up, the use of the MUGA will be 
timetabled, with specific organisations having allotted times. 
The free use of the facility for villagers will be central to this 
timetable.
We would ask that parents make sure that their children are 
aware of these rules and that they understand mistreating 
the MUGA will result in its free use for them and others 
being limited. 
Check www.marchamcentre.org and Marcham Village 
Facebook pages for opening information and updates. 

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS NEW FACILITIES FOR MARCHAM – CENTRE, MUGA & TEA!
NEW FACILITIES FOR MARCHAM
The Trustees of the Anson Trust were delighted to see the keys of 
the new community facilities being handed to representatives of 
the Parish Council and MCG on Friday 19th June.  This marks 
the culmination of over 15 years of work by the Trustees to deliver 
facilities fit for the 21st century and it would not have been possible 
without a considerable amount of effort, determination and vision 
from members of the Trust, PC and MCG.  
The Trustees would particularly like to thank Chris Brotherton 
of Thomas Homes Ltd and Mark Patchett, our project consultant. 
Without their pragmatism, persistence and encouragement it is 
doubtful we would have all managed to steer our way through the 
complexities, challenges and frustrations that are inevitable with a 
project of this size – especially when most of us have never been 
involved in anything like it before.
Alongside Section 106 funds, donations and grants from the Parish 
Council, the Trust has contributed over £1.4m to this project and we 
sincerely hope the residents of Marcham and surrounding hamlets 
will benefit from these amazing new facilities for decades to come.  
The land on which the new Marcham Centre and adjoining multi-
use games area (MUGA) have been erected is now owned by the 
Parish Council and the Trust has leased the rest of Anson Field to 
the Parish Council on a 99 year term.
The Trust has also re-invested £400k in the wonderful new Nursery 
building which not only gives the community a much needed 
facility for its young families but also provides the Trust with an 
income stream from which it can start to fulfil its long neglected 
charitable objective of assisting those “persons resident in the 
parish who are in need, hardship or distress (including making of 
grants to bodies who provide goods, services or facilities to them)”. 
We have already offered assistance to the Marcham COVID-19 
Hardship Fund and over the course of the next few months the 
Trustees will begin work on defining a grant application process for 
those persons or organisations eligible for our charitable support.  
More information on this will be provided in the Autumn.
Lastly, thanks to everyone in the village for bearing with us during 
the last 18 months of construction but please do be aware that the 
re-seeding on the Anson Field may take longer than expected if the 
weather conditions mean it does not take and has to be re-done in 
September.
We sincerely hope that the continued relaxation of COVID-19 
lockdown rules means that we can all start to use the Marcham 
Centre soon and we urge all residents to support the MCG as much 
as you can to ensure that these new facilities are the resounding 
success they deserve to be. 
CHRIS HILLIER
on behalf of the  
Trustees of the Anson Trust 

MUGA OPEN!

ThirstyCafé – Marcham Community Café

A group of local volunteers have come together with the vision of opening an independent community coffee 
shop in Marcham with all profits reinvested back into our community. We’ve been busy working away to make 
the vision a reality. With the unfortunate impact of the Covid-19 pandemic our plans to open in a permanent 
building have been delayed. While we wait for it to be safe to open our doors, we are launching – 

A fully customisable afternoon tea service
Think golden-crusted scones with homemade jam from local strawberries and dollops of clotted cream. Or 
perhaps you’d prefer decadent chocolate brownies or rich coffee and walnut cake? For the savoury palate we have 
honey roast ham and creamy mustard sandwiches or dainty cucumber and cream cheese fingers. To wash it down, a hot cup of freshly 
brewed tea or coffee. You choose. This is just a small selection of the delicious homemade goodies we offer with prices starting at only £1. 
FREE delivery, any afternoon of your choice, to anyone who receives MAD news through their letterbox.
1. Visit us at www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
2. Choose your delicious goodies
3. Pay online via our fully secure payment system
4. Free delivery within Marcham and districts
5. Enjoy your homemade afternoon tea

See our new website www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
or email us hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Marcham Community Café Limited  
is a registered Community Benefits Society, society number 8384
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Did you know we offer:

Servicing MOT Air Con refill Bodywork Diagnostics Repairs Recovery

Radley Rd Industrial Estate, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

01235 553055

Call us today for a no obligation quote

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.com
Email: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Like us on Facebook for regular offers and updates

Cars & light commercial (up to 17 seater), mini buses & vans up to 3.5 tonnes. 
Trailer, horseboxes and Caravans. Courtesy cars & vans available.

Martin Gilbert Motor Repairs Ltd

M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’s
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa]
Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

*** WE ARE NOW OPEN ***
9am - 2pm

[see website for latest details]
We specialise in all things 

electrical particularly –
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS

RESTORATION & REPAIR OF LAMPS 
AND OTHER ITEMS

BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS-.
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, THINGS BREAK IF YOU NEED 

HELP/ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT ME [Peter]
VIA THE E-MAIL BELOW OR 

PHONE 01235 771695/07770586877 
[You can leave a message]

01235 762468

sales@mandawantage.co.uk  www.mandawantage.co.uk

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

Preservation Specialist Treatments
Local Company Trading for 30 Years

All Plastering works undertaken internal & external 
To include plastering walls, ceilings and external rendering

Smooth, wet dash, pebble dash  
& K-Rend (assortment of colours)
Tel: 01865 735555 or 07774 233033

Email: pauleverley@aol.com

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
        07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk
Home Extensions, Alterations 

and New Builds 
 

Plumbing and Heating  
Gas and Oil Boiler Servicing, 

Repair and Installation 
 

We are a family run, local business with over 35 
years experience.  No job too big or too small. 

Contact us for a quotation on 
01865 321183 

 
Email: enquiries@mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk  

www.mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk 



We are delighted to have reopened our 
doors and welcome our children back 
to Little Angels. We have been having 
a fantastic time since returning. 
We missed our families so much through lockdown, and they 
missed us. We kept in touch with each other as much as we 
could sharing activity ideas, posting on social media, and 
sending cards and activities to our children.
Since returning we are enjoying our social bubbles, and we have 
been having a wail of a time in the garden whatever the weather. 
We’ve been learning all about social distancing, and why it is 
important to keep washing our hands. Our pre-schoolers have 
even been measuring our 2 meter distance checks and laying 
the tape on the ground so our parents know where to stand when 
dropping off.
It is fantastic to see our children thrive back 
in their nursery environment, and their 
imaginations have been running wild. One of 
our bubbles spent a whole afternoon playing 
with a 3 meter long cardboard tube. It started 
out as a builder’s beam, being carried around 
the garden and cemented into place in the 
sandpit. It then became a tunnel for cars and we were able to see 
how fast or slow the cars went down it depending on which angle 
it was held. The tube then turned into a magic train which took 
the children to space where they went to the space supermarket 
and the space zoo. It then turned into a boat which transported 
our children back to the nursery, splish splashing all the way in 
time to meet their parents after a busy day. It’s wonderful to see 
the way our children have been interacting again after such a 
long time away from each other.
Before we re-opened we made the decision to create a garden 
especially for our babies to enjoy in their own social bubble, 
and they have been having a wonderful time exploring this new 
space. With tyres to climb on, tunnels to crawl through, sensory 
pods, and walk along toys, the garden has been a huge success 
and we will continue to add resources to it over the coming 
weeks. Our babies are thoroughly enjoying their time outside, 
and with this comes even more water play, sand and messiness. 
They also have the best vantage point to watch the final stages 
of the Marcham Community building coming together, and have 
been fascinated to watch the building team at work. 

It’s great to be back!!! 
Tel: 01865 819992
Email: info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
Web: http://littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk/

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
The effects of Corvid-19 have 
reached everyone and impacted on 
daily life for each of us.   As a charity 
and a not-for-profit organisation, 
Marcham Pre-school has been hit in a 
number of ways...

We have sadly had to limit the number of children able to 
attend, which means that for some, their journey in the 
classroom has been cut short... but we are staying connected, 
being creative and running lots of events via Zoom! 

Financially, the preschool has been hit hard, not just by a loss 
of fees, but through the loss of fundraising opportunities 
and the ongoing support from our fabulous families.... with 
reduced face-to-face contact - we estimate a loss of around 
£1000 from donations and ‘extra’ fundraising.

But we have exciting news!  Over the summer we will be 
opening Marcham Safari Park!  There will be opportunities 
for EVERYONE to be involved with decorating their houses 
with models and pictures, and for one day only there will be 
activities, games, a raffle, face painting.... and much much 
more -  spread all around the village and arranged in a way 
that visitors can stick to social distancing rules.... 

Please head to our Facebook page to follow as more details 
are released. 

The ultimate day out - at home!

Nicky Sanford, 
Early Years Teacher, Marcham Pre-School 
01865 392101   Marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk

www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com
www.facebook.com/marchampreschool
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PERSONAL SERVICES

The Abbey  
Chiropody Clinic

Mr P J Neighbour &  
Mr P A Neighbour

Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

nail clipping, corns and hard skin  
verrucae and everyday foot problems

manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle 
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis  

minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice 
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

Get help with home repairs
There are services and funds available to help people (owners and 
private tenants) stay independent, safe and well in their homes, 
and Oxfordshire County Council has developed a referral service 
to help residents (or carers) access the right organisations in their 
area, to get the help they need.
The type of help that can be provided are services such as new 
boilers, repairs to boilers, loft or cavity wall insulation, access to a 
local and trustworthy repairs service and general advice on how to 
stay safe, well and affordably warm in your home.

For more information or to make a referral visit 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/homerepairs 

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

Kilbey & Clarke                                                                                                 
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners                                           

* Wills & Will storage from £125
* Lasting Power Of Attorney from £175             
* Inheritance Protection
* Guaranteed Funeral Plans 
• Local, friendly, Professional  with home visits
• We can also take instructions by phone, Facebook or 

Zoom if that is more 
convenient for you

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW   
07734051258/01235868266

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk
kilbeyandclarke@btinternet.comNB Office Services

Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

If you would like to advertise your  
business or service in MADNews, 
contact adverts@madnews.co.uk

2020 - 2021 Advertising Rates
40mm (height) x 90mm (width) – £65 pa
80mm (height) x 90mm (width) – £108 pa

Classes now on Zoom! Email for details 
Newcomers welcome 

Daytime and Evening classes in 
Abingdon and Marcham

Andreabuckingham.co.uk 
07939 523083 

andreabkm@btinternet.com



MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM GUIDES
Still active during lockdown! We’ve 
been meeting each week over Zoom 
and doing lots of activities, games 
and challenges including making 
paper aeroplanes to send each other 
encouraging messages (girls had to 
fly them over Jill’s garden wall during 
the week); making bird feeders using 
an orange; Kim’s game, practising surfboarding skills on 
the kitchen floor, and a space challenge to see the relative 
distances of planets from the sun using beads, an orange 
and a piece of string.
We had a virtual camp out at the beginning of June when 
girls were encouraged to put up a tent or make a den either 
outside or in. Unfortunately it was the weekend that the 
weather turned and was much colder, but lots of them did 
sleep outside in their gardens! We delivered some camp 
craft activities and a breakfast pack and then had a zoom 
session in the evening when we had a virtual campfire and 
even enrolled 2 of our girls over zoom! Amelie Marah also 
renewed her promise as the final part of her Young Leader 
Qualification - Well done Amelie! We then zoomed again 
on Saturday morning and shared how we had cooked our 
breakfast - some girls cooked outside and others in their 
kitchen. All the girls who took part thoroughly enjoyed it, 
and want to do it again, next time with more activities and 
interaction!
We would like to thank the parents for supporting us and 
helping the girls during this time, as we aim to keep Marcham 
Guides alive and active.
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PTA ROUND-UP
I usually end my PTA reports with ‘See you on 
the school run.’ I haven’t seen anyone on the 
school run for more than three months now!  
We live in interesting times!
And challenging times.  On behalf of all the PTA, 
can I thank all the school staff – teachers and 
support staff – for the incredible work they’ve 
been doing in keeping the school going in the 
most extraordinary circumstances. I know it’s 
been difficult for all of us, and home schooling has shown many of 
us just what goes into educating our children, but it’s been even 
more testing for the teachers over the past weeks as they’ve had 
to developnew methods of teaching. And all the while, they have 
been looking after key workers’ children as normal in the school 
buildings.
Speaking of which, work on the new building has recommended 
after a break, and the new classrooms are nearing completion.  
They will undoubtedly help in maintaining social distancing when 
school returns in September, and I’m very pleased to say that we, 
the parents, will have played a major part in bringing the new 
classrooms online.
With the new classrooms on the horizon for a number of years, 
the PTA has been working (and saving) hard to build up a sum 
of money that we can put towards the new rooms.  As they near 
the point at which furniture will be installed, I’m very proud to 
say that the PTA will contribute £10,000 toward the purchase of 
furniture that will make the new rooms magnificent 21st-century 
learning environments for the children coming up through the 
school for many years to come.  This contribution has only been 
possible through the generosity of the parents and villagers 
who have supported our events over the years, so on behalf of 
the PTA, the school and, of course, the children who will use the 
new rooms, many, many thanks for what you have done to make 
this possible – baking cakes, filling Smarties tubes, buying raffle 
tickets, supporting school discos – every pound you’ve given has 
gone towards the school’s work, and I know Mrs Hutchinson and 
all the staff are extremely grateful.
I’d also like to thank All Saints Church, Sandra Homewood Funeral 
Directors, Matthew Holmes Limited and Taylor Wimpey plc, all of 
whom made significant donations to the PTA specifically to help 
equip the new classrooms.  Their contributions helped kickstart 
the funding drive, and we are very grateful for their generosity.
I’m sure that between now and September the school will be 
giving us lots of news on the new classrooms.  And hopefully in 
September we’ll be able to get back to organising fun-packed 
fundraising events to support the school’s ongoing work. Until 
then, please stay say and look after yourselves.
See you… eventually! … on the school run.
PETER KIDD, PTA CHAIR
07708 251312 peterkidd2708@gmailcom

▼ Marcham Guides - Zooming!
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We are now OPEN
Monday – Saturday
10:00am to 4:00pm

general stationery, school and office supplies, 
printer ink, craft and art materials

You may also  order dirct from us*
Please contact us on shop@pricesstationers.co.uk 

or call  01235 520067 
31 – 33 Stert Street, Abingdon OX14 3JF

Please stay safe * depending on stock available

PERSONAL SERVICES

The Carpenters’ Workshop, Blenheim Palace Sawmills, 
Combe, Oxfordshire OX29 8ET
T 01865 987 781    E info@theburnsidepartnership.com    
W www.theburnsidepartnership.com

Specialist Private Client Lawyers 
& Tax Professionals

Trusted advisors to individuals and their families

Our tax specialists are also here to help with 
your personal tax compliance, including preparing 
personal tax returns and offering guidance on 
HMRC correspondence. They can also advise you 
on tax planning on the sale/gift of assets, including 
the new reporting of capital gains on the sale of 
private residences.

Dealing with your own affairs and getting them 
in order can appear daunting. We’re here to make 
life easier. Do pick up the phone or email us and 
we would be happy to have a free, no-obligation 
initial chat with you. We can meet on video call 
or in person when safe to do so.

Anna Burnside partner
anna.burnside@theburnsidepartnership.com

Jacqui Birks tax director
jacqui.birks@theburnsidepartnership.com

For further information, please contact:
info@theburnsidepartnership.com

An outstanding niche private client fi rm…its practitioners 
are recommended as experts in their fi eld, providing 
high-quality advice…its client service is second to none 
and every client is valued equally and treated with 
sensitivity and genuine compassion.

FOLLOW US ON:

We can assist you with specialist legal advice on Wills, inheritance tax planning, powers 
of attorney, helping with probate and generally protecting your assets. We also help 
protect the vulnerable or elderly. 

Unit A, 78 Cumnor Road 
Wootton, Boars Hill 
OX1 5JP                                                                
                                                                               Alison Day SFFHT 
01865 321777                                                            & Associates 
FREE PARKING                                           

                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   

                                                                                 
                                                                                        
                                                                        
                                          

                  
                                                                                             
                                                              

 

editor@madnews.co.uk 

 

Visit our website for  the 
latest offers and news 

www.mybeautyroom.co.uk 

SSeewwiinngg  sseerrvviicceess  iinncclluuddiinngg  ......aalltteerraattiioonnss  aanndd  mmeennddiinngg,,    

zziippppeerrss  aanndd  hheemmss,,  ……  iinnvviissiibbllee  mmeennddiinngg,,    

ddrreesssseess,,  ccooaattss,,  jjaacckkeettss,,  bbaallll  ggoowwnnss,,  ppaarrttyy,,    

wweeddddiinngg,,  ddeenniimm,,  ssuueeddee  pplluuss  mmoorree……  

CChheecckk  oouutt  mmyy  wwoorrkk......  

THE SEWING LADY - Local Seamstress  
TTeell::  0011223355  884477884466          MMoobb::  0077775544226655332266  

www.simplycoralwood.co.uk 
simplycoralwood@gmail.com 

…. FREE limited offer up-cycled fabric carrier bag with every repair or purchase!! 

Online 
Classes 

via Zoom



LIVING WITH UNCERTAINTY
If, like me, you are feeling a bit suffocated in Covid briefings and 
are unsure if the latest news is good or bad, then you probably 
won’t be wanting more updates, more advice and more emergency 
phone numbers from me.
Suffice it to say that despite a small rise in domestic violence, 
nationwide protests following events in America, there has been 
some good news here. Oxford protests have been peaceful - and there 
has been some exemplary restraint from the British police. Despite 
the uncertain evidence, it seems highly likely that Oxfordshire’s 
Covid statistics are beginning to head in the right direction.
The biggest problem we are all having to deal with is uncertainty.
What’s the damage to the national and local economy? How long 
will it take to repair? Who is going to pay the greatest share of 
the cost of repair? What damage is being done to young people’s 
education, to young people’s future employment opportunities? 
How many businesses will survive? How many theatres and 
concert halls will survive? 
The list of uncertainties seems endless and they affect us all - young 
and old, rich and poor, whatever our race or nation. And Brexit, far 
from being a life-defining issue, is now just one more uncertainty.
However these uncertainties are resolved, there is one issue we 
cannot escape.
Climate change and the environment. 
We are told with increasing conviction that we have a very few 
years to address the problem of carbon output and global warming. 
We have all noticed the quieter, cleaner, healthier world that Covid 
has offered us. And we have noticed how friendly and mutually 
supportive we have all been.
So we may be poorer in the future, but we should all hope that in 
a rush to get wealthier again, we do not lose sight of what the last 
few months have taught us.
A very kind friend and neighbour suggested recently that, rather 
than read my monthly ramblings, people might appreciate the 
chance to ask questions via parish newsletters on Council related 
matters. If any resident would care to email me a question they are 
prepared to have published, I would be very happy to send in a 
reply for the next edition. Alternatively, if a resident wished to send 
a question to the newsletter, I would endeavour to publish a reply. 
It would obviously depend on the editor’s judgement as to whether 
or not the question (and answer) were fit for publication.
RICHARD WEBBER 
Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com or 01235 534001

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
First and foremost, I would like to thank all our volunteers, 
including the church, the shop and other small groups which have 
popped up, for the excellent work they have been doing in and 
around Marcham to keep residents safe, fed and reasonably sane. 
And secondly, I would like to thank YOU, the Marcham residents, 
for patiently complying with the rules and regulations that keep 
coming forward to combat this terrible virus. Many thanks!
Where is the Vale District Council going to be housed?
An urgent conversation is being held at the Vale about where 
to house the District Council. If you remember, its offices at 
Crowmarsh Gifford were burnt down in 2015, and so it was based in 
a building it owned, “Abbey House” in Abingdon, for a short time 
before being moved to 135 Eastern Avenue, Park Drive, Milton 
which it shares with South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC)
at favourable rates.(County Council officers moved into Abbey 
House). In the next few years these favourable rates will come to an 
end and the cost will rocket. Also, bear in mind that because many 
officers have been working at home during this COVID pandemic 
and have discovered that they quite like working at home, is there 
the same need for large office space? Many officers would like the 
flexibility of working from home and maybe coming into the office 
every now and then for certain meetings. This would also mean 
that far fewer cars would be on our roads causing congestion and 
polluting the air.
So, the Vale has been looking at three possible options. It could 
share a new build with SODC at Crowmarsh Gifford (built at 
SODC’s expense)…..the rent still needs to be negotiated. This 
option means that the building will be purpose built and will satisfy 
climate change needs, but because of its position in the heart of 
South Oxfordshire and because of the lack of regular bus services, 
it will mean that most Vale residents and councillors will have to 
travel a long way to meet officers etc. Not good for climate change. 
The second option is for purpose-built offices (for both districts) 
to be built at the Gateway of Didcot garden town, opposite the 
station…. who pays for the building (the Vale or SODC or will it 
be a shared?) still needs to be negotiated. However, this option is 
attractive as it would mean that the building is much closer to the 
Vale, is on a bus and train route and would be built to high standards 
to satisfy climate change issues. But the arguments against it are 
that a large office building at the Gateway of the Garden town does 
not look very garden-like, and after COVID and all the economic 
stresses the population is likely to be going through by then, is 
it really the right time to be spending large sums of money on 
building a large office for the District Councils?
The final option is for the Vale District council to move back to 
Abbey House in Abingdon, which is on a regular bus route and in 
a town that is in the heart of the Vale. If the county officers decide 
that they could vacate Abbey House and move out into a much 
smaller building, because many of them, too, will be working at 
home, there would be enough space to house both the Vale and 
SODC officers. Clearly, this appears to be much the cheapest 
option for the Vale, but some expenditure will have to be made on 
adapting and upgrading the building to satisfy the District Councils 
needs and to comply with climate change demands. We don’t know 
the cost of that yet.
So, it is all up for grabs … Of course, it is possible that none of 
these options will apply as the government might insist that we 
become Unitary. In which case, District Councils and County 
Council will be dissolved and a unitary council of debatable size 
will be set up somewhere! But that is another conversation.
A Useful Link
For those of you who like to be alerted of any building application 
which may come forward in your area, the following link will be 
useful to you.
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/news-and-events/keep-me-
informed/email-alerts
CATHERINE WEBBER
District Councillor of Marcham Ward   Tel no. 01235 534001
Email: Catherine.webber@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
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NEWS FROM DAVID JOHNSTON MP
I spent lockdown in the constituency, in the 
home we got in the Didcot area in February. 
Whilst none of us have enjoyed lockdown, 
it was nice to spend an extended time in our 
new home. Having lived in Oxford for 6 years 
I was already somewhat familiar with Didcot, 
but spending an extended period here – rather 
than just the Friday-Sunday as is usually the 
case when parliament is sitting normally – 
helped us to get to know it better still.
Virtual parliament was smoother than I had 
expected – despite me thinking it would feel strange speaking into 
a webcam and having it beamed into the House of Commons. You 
get used to asking questions and even giving speeches from your 
desk, as I did on legislation such as the Domestic Abuse Bill and 
the Agriculture Bill. 
But parliament has now returned. We still can’t have more than 
50 people in the House of Commons at any one time and our staff 
are not allowed to return yet. Some of you will have seen the very 
long queues when we first had to vote, but they have now come up 
with a much better system. Our staff can’t return yet and like a lot 
of people they miss being in a different environment to home and 
seeing their colleagues, but for MPs it has been nice to be back for 
the same reasons. continued on next page



PET CARE HOLIDAYS

67 Oxford Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 2AA
T: 01235 538 721    W: www.boundaryvets.co.uk  F: boundaryvets

• Ample on-site parking

• Longer consultations to give each patient
more time

• High quality in-house laboratory for blood tests

• In-house digital X-ray and ultrasound facilities

• Comfortable on-site kennels for in-patients

• See the same vet each time

Facilities at the 
practice include:

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

Hire Denman

www.denman.org.uk

Whether it's a
birthday, celebration,
family lunch or party:  
Get together with us!

@denmancollege

marketing@denman.org.uk
For more info email:

EVENTS
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B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax


Bed and Breakfast

Avoid the gloomy weather 
and holiday in Florida –

Stay in our villa near Orlando
• Located in a private gated community
• Close to Disney World, all other major 

attractions and many golf courses
• 4 double bedrooms, 3 bathrooms
• Sleeps up to 10 
• Air conditioned and fully equipped 
• Own swimming pool and covered patio
• Rent the villa from £495 per week

Tel: Mike & Vicki on 01865 823026 
or email vicki.jack702@gmail.com

Book publishing from Stanford Publishing
Do you have a story you’d like published? 
A manuscript in a drawer waiting to
be printed?
Stanford Publishing is experienced 
in all aspects of publishing and can 
provide advice and guidance through 
the process from the first thought 
to the finished book. Assistance can 
also be provided for marketing the 
book, having an online presence, etc. 
Working with professional typesetters 
and printers, we can convert your 
Word file or handwritten manuscript 
into print and also into an e-book if 
required.
Call  Richard on 01367 710677  
or email richard.astell@
stanfordpublishing.co.uk

It all began on a rainy day... 
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There is plenty on our plates. We have been debating a number 
of pieces of legislation, including the Counter-terrorism and 
Sentencing Bill, designed to prevent the sort of attacks we saw at 
the end of last year and beginning of this year. There are ongoing 
debates both in the House of Commons and in the Education 
Committee (I am a member) about the reopening of schools. I am 
firmly on the side of seeing all schools open for all children as 
soon as possible: the Children’s Commissioner told our Committee 
that we are on course for 8 million children to be out of school 
for 6 months which will be damaging to all children and the most 
disadvantaged will suffer most.
As shops start to reopen, I’ll be returning to spending at least every 
Friday visiting local businesses, charities and, if we can make it 
work, schools – keeping my distance, of course. I’d encourage 
everyone to try and support our local shops if they can, so they 
can hopefully survive what has been a very tough time. I recently 
invited people to nominate their volunteer hero – the individual 
or organisation they feel has really made a difference lately. I 
was pleased to see such a huge range of people and organisations 
nominated. The top 3 were the Ray Collins Charitable Trust, 
Helping Hands and Maymessy – congratulations to them all.
As ever, do get in touch if I can help via david.johnston.mp@
parliament.uk
DAVID JOHNSTON OBE MP, 
Member of Parliament for Wantage
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
0207 219 3858 Email: david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
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Nature Is Us  
and We are Nature

I’m writing this at the start of June, 
amidst the loosening of the Covid-19 
lockdown.
Like many others, I’ve been following the shielding 
advice, and not really been out for what must be 11 
weeks? Not really sure, I’m not counting anymore.
Today is my first proper walk out, and I’ve headed for 
my ‘retreat spot’. The highest part of my favourite field, 
just east of Oxford, offering views across Oxfordshire 
to where Didcot Power Station should be, and beyond. 
I’m sat in nature writing this and expressing my honest 
thoughts and feelings.
The long grass is swaying like rivers as the breeze 
crosses the hillside as the sun sets, and I can hear huge 
amounts of birds singing and what is effectively dusk 
from the dense hedgerows around me, and from the 
woods nearby. Some are flying overhead.
Plenty of Wood Pigeons, Blackcaps, a Tawny Owl, a 
couple of Great Spotted Woodpeckers, half a dozen 
Song Thrushes, a Cuckoo, a Chaffinch, Blue and Great 
Tits, a Wren, Robins aplenty, a handful of Blackbirds, a 
Crow, a Jay, Chiffchaffs. The well-established Magpie 
roost is forming in the hedge to my right, and a convoy 
of Black Headed Gulls are passing overhead, heading 
toward their roost at Farmoor Reservoir.
I’m noticing people seem to now be more appreciative 
of the nature around them after lockdown.
We’ve rediscovered a sense of commonality to, we’ve 
changed forever! The shared experience we’ve all been 
through, offers a new starting point to make changes, 
and live the life we want.
We can more easily challenge ourselves now to live 
better. We can challenge our leaders and decision makers 
to modify the systems we live by, so these integral 
processes are more environmentally sustainable. 
Democracy works from the bottom up, we have the 
power, especially as we are now far more linked as a 
community, and not disparate individuals.
We can now individually, and collectively, push on 
with newfound nature awareness and appreciate the 
nature around us in our communities. We can now 
push on with protecting it, starting with the nature in 
our gardens, flowerpots and road verges.
Whilst its worth reflecting on the fact as well, that we 
are part of nature, not separate from it.
The systems and habits we live by exist within the 
framework of nature, not outside of it. 
Nature is us and we are nature.

Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

OPEN THOUGHT
The Oxfordshire Growth Board has set up a new web site called 
Open Thought, where residents can put forward their ideas on 
how they would like to see Oxfordshire in 30 years time. This is 
the chance to flaunt your creative ideas, so do go on the website 
and put forward your ideas :

www.oxfordshireopenthought.org
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Can you tell what’s recyclable and what’s rubbish?

It’s quiz time – it’ll be worth your while as our bin crews are 
checking green recycling bins and are not emptying those with 
the wrong things in.

https://survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/
TheGreenRecyclingBinQuiz/

We want to help you to put the right things in the right bin. 
Download the BINZONE app to your smartphone or find it 
on our South Oxfordshire website and Vale of White Horse 
website. Just search for “Binzone” on the Google Play Store on 
your Android smartphone or tablet, or the Apple Appstore on 
your iPhone or iPad.
 
Question on bins? email waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk
Quiz queries? email haveyoursay@southandvale.gov.uk or call 
01235 422425

continued from page 15



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts July / August 202018

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

HOME & GARDEN
Home & Garden  Maintenance 
All garden maintenance covered from lawn cutting to lawn care

* small garden designs * flower beds tidied/shrubs/bulbs planted 

* tree work - pruning/lopping/shaping etc * patios laid /cleaned 

*fencing & gates erected/repaired/painted *sheds erected/repaired

Most property maintenance covered 

* painting / decorating including outside

* tiling * all indoor jobs covered * small carpentry work

* guttering/replaced/cleaned * house removals& clearance 

Mr G. TIERNEY    Tel. 01865 730428     Mob. 07885550075

Free quotes & estimates Email Gavin.Tierney42@hotmail.co.uk

Professional Window Cleaning/ 
Carpet Cleaning Service 

Also:  Gutter Clearance, Post/Pre-occupancy 
Cleans and Conservatory Valets 

For a thorough and reliable service call Tim 
Mobile:  07725002777 

 

Garner’s Estates & 
Landscapes

Landscaping for over 25 years
• Soft & hard landscaping

• Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, decking, installing gates, 

turfing, stonework & drainage work

• Fencing, all types carried out including: close 

board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, post & rail

• Tree & hedge planting

• Free Estimates

• Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel:      07751 764144         01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

T: 01235 221012 
M: 07974672579 
E: darren.downes72@gmail.com 

 

PYO  
NOW OPEN

THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER!

Millets

www.milletsfarmcentre.com

Millets
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CITIZENS ADVICE CAN HELP 
YOU THROUGH FINANCIAL 
DIFFICULTIES
If you are facing financial problems in the 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic, Citizens 
Advice can help find a way forward.
Citizens Advice research has revealed 
thatcurrently over 13 million people are unable 
to pay, or expect to be unable to pay, at least one of their household 
bills. These bills are higher than usual in any case because the 
population is spending more time at home during the lockdown.
For 11 million of these people, a missed bill could have drastic 
consequences: eviction, the bailiffs, or disconnection.
It is vital that you do not give way to despair, feel isolated with 
your problems and consider that you have to solve them all by 
yourself. For instance, Citizens Advice can help maximise your 
income with a benefit check if your working hours have droppedor 
if you are made redundant. We can help you decide on the best way 
to manage your debts in your individual situation. 
Get in touch with us by telephone on Adviceline (0300 330 9042). 
There is also a lot of useful information on our website https://
www.citizensadvice.org.uk where you can also chat online.

Marcham Society Needs Your Help !
These are truly unprecedented 
times indeed.   Marcham Society 
is undertaking a project to record 
the coronavirus lockdown and its 
affects on people of  all ages and 
their everyday lives in the village.
To achieve this we are contacting as many of  the villagers as we 
can to ask them to write a few lines or more, anecdotes or even 
a poem, with photos if  possible, and share their experiences 
showing how village life has changed for them.   Some ideas are 
to describe home schooling issues, online exercising experiences, 
social distancing escapades, shopping queues, neighbourhood 
spirit,  isolation, missing family, not to mention panic buying and 
the temporary closure of  The Crown and so on.      
This will all become an historical record held for posterity so 
people in the future will be able to see how we coped.  It may 
be used in future exhibitions, put on a website or published in 
book form at some point and if  you wish to remain anonymous, 
that’s fine.  
We would really appreciate your help with this project, 
we can’t do it without you.  Please email your article to 
marchamlockdown2020@gmail.com    
Thanks and best wishes from The Marcham Society  

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS YELLOW PERIL & HOW IS YOUR LOCKDOWN GOING?

Who remembers the Yellow Peril? Back in 1989, a group 
from Marcham got together to write, perform and film 
Yellow Peril. It started as a summer holiday project but 
then just grew, adding actors from all over the village!
A chance email to MADNews started a hunt for an original 
copy and we found a VHS in the Asher’s cupboard which 
was sent off to Dave Walton to convert to digital format, 
emailed back to MADNews office and is now on YouTube 
for everyone to enjoy.
You may recognise some of the actors, and the tune will 
stay with you for a while!
Michael Barrett, who played ‘Chief’ was taught to fly over 
the summer and actually landed the plane himself – but 
enough of the plot! 
Head over to www.madnews.co.uk, click the link... and 
see for yourself! (The sound is a bit fuzzy but it was filmed 
in Super8, converted to 16mm and then to VHS and on to 
mp4.... so it has suffered.)

Does anyone fancy making another film this summer? 
Ready to show in the new hall when it is open, perhaps.

F I E L D  |  F A M I LY  |  F O R K

Open for business
Please visit our website for an update of our 

procedures during Covid-19

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

Millets
FARM CENTRE
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ALL SAINTS’& ST. LUKES CHURCHES 
www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk 

 
We are opening our doors again! From Monday 29th June the church will be open between 9.30am and 12.30pm 
for private prayer and reflection. Please can we ask that anyone visiting complies with the current governmental 
guidance on hygiene and social distancing. We do not yet know when we will be able to open for public services but 
you can join us virtually at 10am on Sunday mornings for our service over YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCzLePXEjyP7_WRWfyHr1rmg - either as the service is streaming or you can 
catch up later in your own time. 
 

Contacts:  
Mark NewmanChaplain to the Parishchaplain@allsaintsmarcham.orgJill RoweChildren’s and families Minister 
391168families@allsaintsmarcham.org  Rosemary SiebertAssociate Priest 07763330113 Rob FinchYouth Worker 
07888331708, rob@marchamyouth.orgTamsin GilbertParish Administrator& 
Churchwardeninfo@allsaintsmarcham.orgNeil RoweChurchwarden 391168 
 

What an emotional rollercoaster these last few months have been… 
Compared to many people, I’ve been so fortunate.  
I have an income. I’ve not got sick. My family have been OK.  
Nothing compared to those who have lost their livelihoods, or who are 
working at the frontline. Or who have lost dear ones to this terrible virus.  
But I’ve had my disappointments. Like so many people who had lovely plans 
that were dashed by the unexpected. I was due to move to Scotland, to 
start a new life on an island, just when the lockdown hit. Suddenly there 
were no house moves to Scotland. No chance of contractors getting on a 
ferry to start work on my house. Everything on hold. Limbo. 
I found I was crying a lot, and realised I was suffering from grief. Nothing at 
all compared to the grief of people who have lost jobs, or loved ones. But 
my own little grief, even so.  
Then there was fear. At first they said Coronavirus for most people would 
just be like ‘flu. Not too much to worry about. But that night when they said 
the Prime Minister had been moved to intensive care, I remember feeling 
scared.  
I grew up on my parents’ stories of ‘the War’. I’d always been proud of 
them. Dodging doodlebugs in the Blitz. Fighting with Monty. But I don’t 
think I ever really understood what they went through.  
We’ve found a few months tough. They had their lives on hold for 6 long 
years. Each of us will have stories of Coronavirus to tell our children and 
grandchildren. And we will laugh together about all those toilet rolls. Or in 
my case, tins of chick peas.  
We’ve learnt more about ourselves, haven’t we? 
Introvert or extrovert?  Rule-book keeper or rebel?  Glass half empty or half 
full? 
For me as a Christian, the big test has been: do I continue to trust God? 
I don’t believe God has sent this pandemic. But sometimes God does allow 
terrible things to happen. It’s one of those impossible mysteries. Why would 
a loving God allow something like Coronavirus? I don’t have an answer to 
that. But I do know, from a lifetime of experience, that God is there, and 
never leaves me. If I turn to Him, I can find deep-down peace, whatever the 
circumstances.  
Up on my Scottish island, things are slowly opening up. The ferries will re-
open to outsiders eventually. In the meantime, I have my lovely flat in 
Marcham to wait in, and to visit in the future.  
But now my son and his family have to return from UK to their work in 
Moldova, where Coronavirus is very bad. And I couldn’t even hug my 
grandchildren goodbye.  
 
God: I don’t know what the future holds anymore. But yes, I will trust You. 

 

THANK 
YOU! 

We would like to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to some 

people who have stepped down 
from roles in which they have 

served the church faithfully over 
many years: 

Mary Embleton 
Malcolm Denton 

Jean Creasy 
Viv Cripps 

 

< Written by Mary Embleton 
See website for details of Covid-19 
Hardship fund and Community 
Larder 
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