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Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events

▲ Come and see all the new 
goodies in Marcham Shop 

▲ Little Angels' autumn collages 
see page 11 ▲ Win a round of Farmyard Golf 

at Millets see page 17

▲ Meet Tommy! ▲
As part of this year's 

Remembrance Season, 
Tommy can be seen 

around the village from 1st  
to 13th November. If you 

see him, take a moment to 
reflect on the freedom that 
we enjoy, and the lives lost 

in conflict and wars. ▲ Pre-school's new 
equipment see page 11

1 Tue OAHS Free Lecture, Rewley House, Oxford, 
17.30

17

3 Thu Christmas stamps go on sale 5
4-6 Abingdon Traditional Craft Fair, Abbey 

Buildings, Abingdon
7

4 Fri Quiz Night, Marcham Centre, 20.00 9
11 Fri Deadline to register for a Christmas Tree 7
12 Sat Didcot Annual Craft and Gift Fair, Didcot Civic 

Hall 10.30-16.00
7

12 Sat Thanksgiving Service for Trish Wagstaff,  
St Lawrence Church, Appleton, 15.00

5

13 Sun Remembrance Sunday Services 20
14 Mon Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Marcham 

Village Hall, Marcham Centre. 19.30
3

15 Tue Abingdon National Trust: Rosemary Wise, 
Trinity Church, Abingdon, 14.30

15

15 Tue OAHS Free Lecture, Rewley House, Oxford, 
17.30

17

15 Tue Deadline entries to the Farmyard Golf 
competition

17

15 Tue Deadline for Marcham Parish Council logo 
competition

15

16 Wed Abingdon Arts Society, Abbey Cinema, 
Abingdon 10.30 & 14.00

9

17-19 Aladdin, Southmoor Village Hall 7
19 Sat Christmas Bazaar, Hanney WM Hall, 10.00-

14.00
7

19 Sat Christmas Market, Marriot Milton Gate Hotel, 
10.00-15.00

7

20 Sun Deadline for next issue of MADNews, 17.00 
Email editor@madnews.co.uk

21 Mon Marcham WI: Tastes through Time, Marcham 
Centre, 19.30

9

24 Thu Marcham Village Shop AGM, Marcham 
Centre, 19.00

5

25 Fri Family Bingo, Marcham Centre, 19.3015 15
28 Mon Marcham Society: CWGC, Marcham Centre, 

19.15
9

28 Mon Deadline for BFPO Christmas post 5
29 Tue OAHS Free Lecture, Rewley House, Oxford, 

17.30
17
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GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

Garner’s Estates  
& Landscapes

Landscaping for over 30 years
• Soft & hard landscaping
• Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, installing gates, turfing, 
stonework & drainage work

• Fencing, all types carried out including: 
close board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, 
post & rail

• Free Estimates
• Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel: 07751 764144 01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

www.garnersestatesandlandscapes.co.uk

• tree removal • tree thinning • tree reduction  
• dead wood removal • stump grinding  

• landscaping 
• £10 million public liability

• City & Guilds Certified

07889 881 525 or 01491 651052

CONTAINER STORAGE

• 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon

• 24 hour CCTV

• Easy Access

• Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

 SS  
xxoonn  
ttoorraaggee  

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk
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Get involved in your Marcham Parish Council 

We are looking for local volunteers to get involved in shaping the future of 
Marcham by getting involved in our community groups If you are interested

Volunteers
Welcome

Volunteers
Welcome

Marcham by getting involved in our community groups. If you are interested, 
please email clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Pl A G I Neighbourhood C Ch h d All T ffiPlay Area 
group
•Planning

Green Issues 
group
•examining

Neighbourhood 
Plan Steering 
Group
D fi i h

Cemetery 
group
• considering

Churchyard
•Working with 
the Parochial

Allotment
group
•Planning

Traffic
Group
• Identifying•Planning 

children’s play 
facilities and a 
community

• examining 
environmental 
issues, climate 
change and

•Defining how 
the 
neighbourhood 
should grow

• considering 
future burial 
space for 
Marcham and

the Parochial 
Church Council 
and Marcham 
Society on 

•Planning 
improvements 
to the 
allotments and

• Identifying 
local traffic 
issues and 
solutionscommunity 

shelter
change and 
dealing with 
rural 
footpaths
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and change in 
the future

Marcham and 
Frilford

y
enhancement 
projects for 
the closed 

allotments and  
day‐to‐day 
management

solutions

footpaths 
Churchyard

Marcham Parish Council community groups

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Remembrance Sunday 13th November, 
–  Road Closure  A415 Frilford Road, 
Church Street, New Road
The Parish Council has applied to the Vale 
of White Horse District Council for a road 
closure order on Sunday 13th November, to 
close New Road, Church St and the section 
of the A415 between North St and Church St, 
between 10.45 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. in order 
for wreaths to be laid at the war memorial. 
A road closure throughout the whole of this 
time may not be required, and the road will 
re-open as soon as possible. There will be 
minimal disruption to bus services. Anyone 
attending the event held at the war memorial 
should be mindful of Covid, and follow 
sensible precautions whilst gathering.
Fireworks
Again, the annual reminder for those of 
you who may have purchased fireworks 
and intend letting them off in your garden, 
please be considerate for neighbours, the 
many pets and animals, and wildlife in 
the village. Please notify others when any 
fireworks are going to be lit so that villagers 
are aware and arrangements can be made to 
keep pets indoors.
The Crown Public House
Concerns have been raised regarding the 
closure of The Crown public house. The 
Council has made enquiries of, and received 
a report from the business development 
manager of Admiral Taverns. He has 
confirmed that the pub is not for sale, and 
it is currently undergoing a costing and 
design exercise for a planned investment 
scheme which will start once a new tenant 
has been found. Unfortunately he is not in 
a position, at this stage, to say when The 
Crown will re-open.
Parking at Junctions
Concerns have been raised with the 
Parish Council regarding the difficulties 
encountered by the elderly, particularly 

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Readers
The season of mists and mellow fruitfulness 
is definitely here (thanks to John Keats for 
his 1820 poem!). Now starts the run up to 
Christmas with seasonal goodies in Marcham 
Village Shop (page 5) and events planned 
around the area (page 7). 

Have you ever thought about becoming the 
editor of MADNews? It is a fantastic job where 
you get to learn a lot about what makes 
Marcham and District tick. Email me if you 
would like to have a go!

Until next time

Maddie the Monkey © Muhammad Desta Laksana/
Shutterstock.com | Other images from Unsplash.com or as 
credited.

those with mobility scooters and wheelchairs 
who are obstructed in their movements by 
vehicles parked on pavement areas at road 
junctions. The Council appreciates that 
the number of car owners in Marcham is 
increasing, and it is therefore important that 
vehicles are not parked irresponsibly or left 
in places which cause a problem for others. 
Please would motorists think carefully about 
where their vehicles are left.
Cow Lane Allotments
The Council draws allotment holders' 
attention to the fact that the Government has 
recently announced the introduction of an 
Avian Influenza Protection Zone across the 
country, with the aim of mitigating the spread 
of the disease and placing requirements on 
bird keepers to take steps to ensure greater 
safety. Information is available at: https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/avian-
influenza-prevention-zone-declared-
across-great-britain In order to reduce the 
risk of a bird flu outbreak, please would 
allotment holders who keep chickens 
observe the latest rules to reduce any impact 
it might have on allotment holders.
Planning Applications considered by the 
Council
MW.0117/2 Application to release a 
condition relating to the erection of bunds 
at Upwood Quarry.  The Council had some 
concerns regarding possible water pollution 
into the reserves downstream.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled to take 
place on Monday 14th November, 2022 at 
7.30p.m. in the Village Hall, Barrow Close 
OX13 6TY. Please check the Council’s 
website www.marchamparishcouncil.
gov.uk in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council:  
Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road 
Tel: 01865 391833  
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Paula Utting and Claire Wright
13 Parkside, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6NN Tel: 01865 391443
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.police.
uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 07357 464699
catherine.webber@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2022
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts November 20224

 

01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling
Slating Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

L O C A L L Y  B A S E D  P R O P E R T Y  C O N S U L T A N T S
O F F E R I N G  A  B E S P O K E ,  P E R S O N A L  C O N V E Y A N C I N G

S E R V I C E .  S P E C I A L I S I N G  I N  R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O P E R T Y .

CONTACT ONE OF OUR EXPERIENCED CONSULTANTS FOR A FREE NO-
OBLIGATION QUOTE:

FOR WANTAGE & SURROUNDING AREAS
Claire Cousins

claire.cousins@taylor-rose.co.uk

FOR ABINGDON & SURROUNDING AREAS
Charlotte O'Driscoll

charlotte.odriscoll@taylor-rose.co.uk

MOVING HOME?

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews
Tel: 01235 766412 
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:
• garden clearance and restoration
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
• hedgecutting
• fencing and landscaping.

architectural and planning services
party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

 planning & building control approvals 

 extensions, new homes, conversions

 party wall surveyor services 

 award winning designer

 free initial consultation

 over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU



MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.ukNovember 2022 5

MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS TRISH WAGSTAFF & MVS

POST 
OFFICE

®
Marcham Village Shop  

& Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG

Call us: Shop 391993 /  
PO 391940

Facebook: marchamvillageshop

Can’t believe it – Christmas is 
now not that far away!

In addition to your traditional and daily 
needs – groceries, household items, 
gifts, alcohol, stationery and all our Post 
Office services – we have been avidly 
searching for new and exciting products 
to add to our ever-growing collection. 
Christmas is obviously a key factor, but 
we have some lovely ideas for gifts for 
any occasion. Check out our Bamboo 
Socks – great as a present (or even for 
yourself) and only £5 for 2 pairs. We have 
the Christmas Light-up Gin Globes 
again this year (different flavour), and 
we have managed to keep the price the 
same £22.50 – bargain! And, lots more, 
come and see for yourself.  

Shop AGM 
Thursday 24th Nov at 7.00pm in 

Marcham Centre
Although only shareholders will be able 
to vote at the meeting, the meeting 
is open to all. You may become a 
shareholder by completing the form in 
the shop.

The Post Office now offers several 
parcel services so you can have 
more of your parcels delivered to us 
to collect when it is convenient. Just 
choose Marcham Post Office as your 
delivery address and you will get a 
notification when it is here.

Christmas Stamps will be on sale from 
Thursday 3 November

Use up your old non-
barcoded stamps for your 
cards this year... and if 
you have some left over 
you can swap them with 
Royal Mail - go to www.
royalmail.co.uk for more 
details

Post early for Christmas - we have a 
range of boxes and polylopes for all 

parcel shapes plus tape, marker pens 
and gift wrap

Looking for an easy present? One4All gift 
cards for all amounts and different designs 
available including Apple and M&S

Letters to Father Christmas can be 
sent to Santa’s Grotto,  

Reindeerland   XM4 5HQ
to arrive by 9th December

Monday – Friday: 0800-1730
Saturday: 0800-1200
Sunday and Bank holidays:  Closed

We look forward to seeing you soon, and, 
if you’re interested in volunteering for the 
shop or Post Office, come into the shop 

and let us know

Trish Wagstaff BEM
Died 1 October 2022 aged 90

A Thanksgiving Service will be held at 
3pm, 12th November at St Laurence 

Church, Appleton, OX13 5JL 
You may remember Trish who used to 
knock on doors asking for sponsorship for 
her many, many escapades in aid of charity. 
Here is a short list of what was reported in 
MADNews but there were more...!
She was awarded a British Empire Medal 
in  2012 for services to charity. You can 
see Trish talking about her exploits in a 
short video: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=D04VE8dVhzA

Sep 2012 Spinnaker Tower Abseil ABF, The 
Soldiers’ Charity £17,000 
Sep 2014 High Wire Zip £11,500 (without 
Gift Aid)
Oct 2016 Wing-walk £22,165.50 Cyclotron 
Scanner Churchill Hospital
Jan 2017 Pete the Postie send off £950
Nov 2017 Paraglide £20,680 Alzheimer’s 
Society
Oct 2018 Spinnaker Tower Abseil £17,637 
(without Gift Aid) British Heart Foundation
Oct 2019 Gliding £16,250 (without Gift Aid) 
Stroke

Due to ongoing industrial action, there will be disruption to collections 
and deliveries by Royal Mail. The Post Office will try and keep you 
informed of delays... so post early!

Alan, our ex-postie, 

bravED 
the shave

and had all his hair shaved off
for his 70th birthday in aid of  

Multiple Sclerosis Research 
AND RAISED £300

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE THAT DONATED



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts November 20226

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904 garycuddon@aol.com

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories 

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE
For all Makes & Models 

Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre 
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including; 

17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes 
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

MOT’s WHILE YOU WAIT
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians

Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk
E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Martin Gilbert
Motor Repairs Ltd 

Local Family Run Business

From minor welds to full restoration

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic

Classic Cars to Race Cars 

Special projects

Family business

Fair pricing

Automotive Fabrication and Welding

Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562
Email:  theshop.ws@gmail.com

www.TheShop.ws

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS SEASONAL EVENTS

Saturday 12th  November 
Didcot Annual Craft and Gift Fair  
Didcot Civic Hall 10.30am-4pm  
Over 60 gift, food and drink producers, refills from Crafters 
Emporium, Cafe with light snacks tea & coffee.  £1.50 adults 
children free

Saturday 19th November  
Christmas Market  
Marriot Milton Gate 10am-3pm 
30 gift stalls, local charities, Santa,  Kiddies rides, Carols, 
Nativity Farm, Balloon modellers, Afternoon Tea with GBBO 
Christine Wallace at 2pm Book via hotel 01865 671480

Sunday 4th December  
Didcot Festive Market  
Orchard Centre Didcot 
Over 60 local stalls, charities, Santa, kiddies rides, 
Entertainment, shops open

Saturday 10th December 
Mini Christmas Market  
Bothy Vineyard 10am-4pm 
10 Local producers including preserves, Earth Ale, gifts, mulled 
cider and hot food

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Hanney WM Hall

10 till 2pm Sat 19th November

RAFFLE
Christmas Gifts and Decorations
Glassware, Crafts, Tombolas
Toiletries, Toys, Games, Jewellery
Hot & Cold Food
Something for Everyone

Hanney Fundraisers for CRUK
To book a table call 01235 868527/470/772114

Calling all organisations and clubs!
We will be holding a Christmas tree festival this year 

and will be inviting all organisations to take part. 
You will receive an invitation at the beginning of November, 
and will be asked to decorate a Christmas tree on the theme 

of  Christmas Carols and Songs
Closing date for entry will be Friday November 11th. 

All trees will be provided by Murray Maclean from Frilford. 
More details will be in your invitation.

The lighting up ceremony will be on Friday 9th December.

JILL ROWE
Children and Families Minister, 

All Saints, Marcham

Thursday 17th - Saturday 19th November
Southmoor Village Hall

For tickets call 0333 666 336 or
ticketsource.co.uk and search for Kingston Bagpuize

Adults £12 / Children £7

Abingdon Traditional Craft Fair 
Friday 4th Nov 10am - 4.30pm
Saturday 5th Nov 10am - 4.30pm
Sunday 6th Nov 10.30am - 4pm 
Abbey Buildings, Checker Walk

Ceramics | Jewellery and Bead Making | Children's Clothes 
and accessories | Honey products | Chopping boards 

Tables |  Cake Stands | Hand made cosmetics | Textiles 
Felt figures | Painted silk | Christmas decorations 

Calligraphy | Watercolours |  Candles | Embroidery 
Weaving and Spinning

www.abingdoncraftfair.org.uk

SAVE THE DATE
Harmony InSpires, the all-female a capella 
chorus, will be performing a Christmas 
Concert at St Michael's and All Angels 
Church, Park Road, Abingdon on Saturday 
17th December.
Tickets will go on sale soon, keep a look out for a poster in 
Marcham Shop and online at www.harmonyinspires.org!
A big thank you to everyone who came to our dress 
rehearsal on 12th October – we will let you know how we 
get on at the national competition in Bournemouth.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’s
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa Coffee]

Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

*** WE ARE NOW OPEN ***
9am - 2pm

Monday - Saturday
We specialise in all things 

electrical particularly –
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS

RESTORATION & REPAIR OF LAMPS 
AND OTHER ITEMS

BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS-.
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, THINGS BREAK 

IF YOU NEED HELP/ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT ME 
[Peter] VIA THE E-MAIL BELOW OR 

PHONE 01235 771695/07770586877 
sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations 
■ Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk     shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Home Extensions, Alterations 
and New Builds 

 
Plumbing and Heating  

Gas and Oil Boiler Servicing, 
Repair and Installation 

 
We are a family run, local business with over 35 
years experience.  No job too big or too small. 

Contact us for a quotation on 
01865 321183 

 
Email: enquiries@mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk  

www.mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk 
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Marcham WI 
Next Meeting: 'Tastes through Time' - A 
Victorian Christmas

7.30pm Monday, 21st November 2022

At the Marcham Centre

We are really looking forward to welcoming Lindsey and 
Georgina Ratcliffe to our November meeting. 
Lindsey and Georgina are passionate about 
social and domestic history and the roles of 
women throughout the ages and, to get us in 
the mood for Christmas, they will be giving us 
their talk on a Victorian Christmas. We hope 
to see you all for an enjoyable evening.
Visitors are always welcome. 
For further information, please contact: 
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 pippahoath@gmail.com

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE
Wednesday 16th November,  

10.30am and 2.00pm
Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close, Abingdon 

OX14 3JD
The Art of the Steal:  
Nazi Looting During  

World War II
by Shauna Isaac

This lecture provides an overview of 
Nazi looting by setting the scene in Nazi 
Germany, discussing Hitler’s obsession 
with art and how the Monuments Men 
recovered it after the war. Several 
landmark cases are discussed in detail, 

including Gustav Klimt’s celebrated Portrait of Adele Bloch Bauer 
and a stash of over 1200 artworks.
Visitors are very welcome to attend this lecture, cost £6.00. 
A link to Zoom will be sent to every member 24 hours before 
the scheduled talk for those members unable to attend in 
person. Please email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.
uk for further information on the venue, any latest changes 
and updates. Lectures last 1 hour but allow extra time for 
announcements etc.
For more information on future lectures and other 
activities see www.theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk or 
email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

WI, MARCHAM SOCIETY, ARTS SOCIETY. REMEMBRANCE & QUIZ

The Commonwealth  
War Graves Commission  

an introduction to its history and ongoing work  
with an insight into the casualties of the local area

Karen Elliott 
Over 100 years since the end of the First World War, the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission continues today to 
commemorate the millions of service men and women who 
lost their lives in two world wars in more than 150 countries. 
Karen’s talk will cover the origins of the organisation, its global 
commitment and the work that it carries out today.  It will also 
look in more detail at some of the names on the Roll of Honour 
in Marcham Church and how they are commemorated by the 
CWGC.
For more information contact membership@marchamsociety.org.uk

www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

Monday  
28th November
7.15 for 7.45pm 
Marcham Centre

QUIZ NIGHT – ALL WELCOME
FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER – VILLAGE HALL

A Quiz night will be held in the 
Main Hall in Marcham Centre, starting at 8.00 pm

Questions are on a range of subjects and aimed at everyone`s 
ability! Teams of up to five people. £10 per team.

Everyone welcome, just turn up on the night for a friendly 
evening of fun and banter. 

Bar Open, for those interested!
More dates: 2 Dec, 3 Feb, 3 and 31 March

RBL Poppy Appeal for 
Marcham, Frilford and Cothill

As previously, there will be no door-to-door collections this 
year so Donations boxes will be located at:

• Marcham Village Shop and Post Office
• Marcham Centre 
• All Saints' Church
• Appleton Shop and Post Office

Donations can also be left at 10 Kings Avenue.
Collection points will be available in Garford Village, local 
pubs, schools and of course Millets and Webbs Garden 
Centre. 
Pin badges can be reserved by e mail - malcolm_
denton_954@msn.com We suggest a donation of £4.  
Your generosity in previous years has been outstanding 
and we thank you in advance for your generous giving to 
this important charity.

The collection for 2022 will run until Saturday 12th Nov

Malcolm and Christine - 01865-391497



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts November 202210

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
 07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
Kilbey & Clarke          
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners 

• Local, friendly, Professional  with home visits
•

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW   
07734051258/01235868266

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk 
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

* IHT Planning
* Wills & Will storage from £145
* Lasting Power Of Attorney from £195
* Inheritance Protection
* Probate
* Guaranteed Funeral Plans
* Local, friendly, professional with home visits

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

and accessories

OKB_0521.indd   1OKB_0521.indd   1 18/05/2021   22:0518/05/2021   22:05

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories 

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

C ON N EC T I NG  
COM M U N I T I E S

Laying the foundation for the future of Marcham  
with full fibre broadband

F I N D OU T MOR E AT 
gigaclear.com/mycommunity

Coming soon
A high-quality, full fibre broadband network enabling  
residents and businesses with ultrafast speeds -  
all day every day. 

We are currently working to future proof connectivity  
across Marcham for you and generations to come.

Visit our website to find out when Gigaclear will  
be live in your area.  

PF18860_Gigaclear_Advert 180x128mm landscape.indd   1PF18860_Gigaclear_Advert 180x128mm landscape.indd   1 14/11/2021   21:3914/11/2021   21:39

®
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
There have been a lot of changes 
within pre-school, and we are 
thrilled with the support that 
we have received from other 
Community Groups in the village. 

At the end of last term, we received the last 
consignment of new resources which were kindly 
funded by a grant from Anson Trust. The children 
have been delighted with the new diggers (and 
quarry!), hospital resources and an outdoor shelter 
for role play! We have also improved our outdoor 
maths resources which the children have used by 
sorting, ordering, counting and comparing. Our thanks 
go to all those involved at Anson Trust. 

The pre-school and Primary School have continued 
to plan improvements to the outdoor learning space 
and have been so fortunate in securing funding from 
Thirsty Cafe, Thames Water and Marcham Village 
Shop - more news to follow on how this funding is 
being used. 
We are so excited about the changes that are taking 
place, and how the children are engaging with the new 
environment around them.   

If you would like to find out more please visit www.
marcham-preschool.weebly.com or contact us at 
marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk, 01865 392101

Teal and Green
What a great autumn 
month the children have 
experienced, using all the 
natural materials we find in 
our gardens and surrounding 
our nursery. This is a 
wonderful colourful autumn 
and the children have been 
inspired to create wonderful 
collages, drawing autumn 
scenes and 3D objects. 
Gathering sticks to make stick 
people  and dressing them in 
leaves, creating  bouquets of 
leaves for their parents along 
with walks to find conkers 
and leaves. Our sensory 
trays have been completely 
natural materials with mini 
pumpkins, fir cones, conkers  
and smells of autumn, It has 
been a festival of colours and discovery.
This month our Manager got married and we decided to join 
the celebration by looking at weddings. We have been making 
wedding cakes with flour and water along with creating our 
own wedding invitations and designing a dress for the bride to 
wear. We have looked at not only Christian weddings but other 
cultures and weddings which has been interesting not just for 
the children but for the team too. This month we have also been 
looking at the book The Scarecrow Wedding; creating our own 
scarecrow and re-enacting a wedding ceremony was really fun.
Yellow Room

The Yellow Room Angels have been out 
in the six-seater pushchairs to see the 
autumn environment around the village. 
They collected the leaves and twigs 
along with conkers and  wind fallen 
apples which they used for printing
The babies have had their senses 
heightened with a variety of autumn 
material and activities which has been 
provided. Conker rolling was a real 
experience for the babies, not only did 
they see how rolling the paint created 
a painted pattern visually, they touched 

and moulded the conkers along with physically rolling them. The 
smell of cinnamon was added to playdough to allow stick people 
to be made and the leaves in the trays gave a wonderful autumn 
aroma to the room. The room looked and smelled so colourful 
and created a rich environment for all the Little Angels .

We would like to send our warmest 
CONGRATULATIONS TO LARA AND GEORGE

on their wedding. 
We all wish you a wonderful life filled with happiness. xxx 

If you are interested in securing a place for your child  
please contact us: 

T: 01865 819992E: info@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 

follow us on Facebook: littleangelsmarcham

Don't forget about The Little Library
The Little Library outside the Little Angels Nursery is available 
for everyone in the village to use. Please feel free to come and 
have a look at a range of books from adult novels, teenager and 
older children  to under 5s. If you would like to donate books 
please bring them over and pop them into the library and take a 
new one away to enjoy, it is a great way to share the wonderful 
world of books in our village community. Happy reading.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

www.farm-fit.co.uk @fitnessatthefarm

outdoor Group Exercise Classes, yoga & personal training

Fitness At The Farm

Collins Farm
Kingston Road
Frilford
OX13 5NX

Book Online

PERSONAL CARE

Find us at 4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Oxfordshire's best source of
reclaimed wood

One stop wood shop for your DIY projects. Good
quality hard and soft wood in many sizes. Scaffold

boards, pallet wood, plywood, live edges and
fabulous range of reclaimed wood furniture.

We care for our environment and transform lives

Supporting you In Person and  
on Zoom with a range of class times

Newcomers welcome
AndreaBuckingham.co.uk 

07939 523083    Andreabkm@gmail.com
 

Roman blinds • Roller Blinds 
Curtains • Cushions • Lampshades 
hand‐made especially for you. 

 
For a free estimate,  

contact Melanie Leggett 
01865‐821139 
0777‐557 1683 

tteggelm@gmail.com 
 

KT Contracts
Your local village Master Carpenter,
Cabinet Maker & House Renovator

Make 2022 the year to get all those little 
(or bigger) jobs done

• Buy a kitchen bargain and have it fitted by a local expert
• Fitted wardrobes that work for you
• Get a new bespoke shed or woodstore
• Shelves & cupboards made & fitted for any nook
• Upgrade your cloakroom or bathroom 
• Creative solutions for all your home projects 

No job is too small if it makes your life easier.
50 years experience combining traditional  
& new techniques to improve your home.

Call today for a free estimate; flexible working to suit & a chance 
to see my work in the village.  Enhanced DBS (CRB) cleared

Anytime 07557766200ktcontracts@btinternet.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS WILDMAN & MARCHAM SCHOOL

Wildlife Gardening Jobs  
for Autumn

I love it when a reader suggests an idea 
for content, and the latest request is, “a 
brief article about 4 key things one can 
do this autumn, to help nature in our 
gardens?”
Easy, as there are only 4 component parts to wildlife 
gardening in my view, as most considerations come 
under these 4 umbrellas.
1. Water
2. Flowers/Trees/Shrubs with different colour and 

shaped blooms
3. Grasses of a differing length
4. Deadwood
With water, just try building a pond or placing out a 
container of some kind that will hold water next spring 
and summer. You’ll be surprised how quickly wildlife 
finds water you put out. Remember though, don’t put 
goldfish into your pond, as they will likely eat most of 
what you want to attract.
With flowers and trees etc, simple. Extend the flowering 
season by growing a climber of some kind over trees 
and  structures. A clematis or honeysuckle will extend 
the flower season very quickly and provide some new 
crevices and spaces for insects, birds etc to hide in.
Grasses of differing 
lengths, with this one, 
just don’t be too handy 
with the mower or 
strimmer. If you’ve 
been growing a patch 
of grass all summer to 
attract more life, then 
don’t cut it all down 
again this winter. What 
you’ve attracted needs somewhere to hibernate, or for 
the eggs laid on the grass to hatch next year. Most of 
what could emerge could be the predators of what you 
consider pests next year too.

Deadwood, again simples! Deadwood isn’t always good 
to hide behind your damp shed. Some creatures like dead 
wood in the full sun or semi shade too. So, this autumn 
think about having log piles in more interesting and 
creative areas.
Wildlife gardening is mainly a mindset thing, a wildlife 
garden doesn’t have to look any different to a manicured 
garden. The main difference is you are looking to try and 
create a more diverse range of habitats.
So, the fifth bonus task this autumn is to just look at your 
garden differently, and start to see the opportunities it 
may provide. For you and the wildlife.
Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

MARCHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
It was lovely to see so many families getting 
into the Harvest Samba groove at our Harvest 
Celebration service on Thursday 6th October. 
It was a beautiful morning and it felt good to 
be able to celebrate together on the school 
field and be able to appreciate all that we’ve 
been given. It was the first time that we’d done a Harvest 
Service outdoors and the first time for a number of years that 
we’ve been able to accommodate parents as we’ve grown 
larger and find it difficult to fit everyone into our hall. 

On entering the new school year, we were conscious that 
parents want to actively engage with the school once more. 
The numbers attending the Harvest Service and the class 
meetings held earlier in the month have been testament to the 
wider involvement of our families with our school. We need to 
thank them for their continued support and also for the many 
Harvest boxes we received, which were then taken to the 
Abingdon Food Bank. In this time of austerity, it was humbling 
to see such generosity.

Another exciting event in 
our school calendar was 
the year 6 residential from 
Monday 3rd to Wednesday 
5th October.  May and Lyra 
told us: 
We went on a residential 
trip to Youlbury. We had lots 
of fun activities such as the 
3G Swing (we all loved it). 
We also did abseiling and 
fire lighting! There were 
so many more exciting 
activities we carried out 
… but let’s move on. The 
instructors were really 
encouraging, lovely and 
friendly. We give them lots 
of thanks for helping us 
with all the activities. Also, 
we thank our teachers for 
all the effort they put into 
this trip.

To see what else the school has been up to go to
www.marcham.oxon.sch.uk/class-pages/ 
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The Abbey Chiropody Clinic
Mr P J Neighbour &  
Mr P A Neighbour

Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

nail clipping, corns and hard skin  
verrucae and everyday foot problems

manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle 
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis  

minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice 
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

PERSONAL CARE

I create photo books for all occasions:  
for a big birthday or a special occasion,  
a memorable holiday or an annual book. 

Whether for yourself, a friend or a loved one, 
I can help you to preserve those memories. 

Facebook/Simplyphotobooks  simplyphotobooks@gmail.com 

 Simply Yearbooks
 Simply Birthdays
 Simply Weddings
 Simply Babies
 Simply Holidays
 Simply Memories
 Simply Portfolios

Greta Komlosy MNFSH - Healer

Registered Healing Trust Healer for 22 years

For Relaxation & Wellbeing

Mobile Number 07966 313 317

Soft Tissue Therapy Clinic specialising in
Sports & Remedial Massage and Injury Treatment

Fran Walker

Based at: Fit2Run, Dunmore Court, Abingdon, OX13 6BH

fran@reactiontherapy.co.uk
www.reactiontherapy.co.uk

Fran Walker

   07502 400900

Have you got a business that could 
benefit by being advertised to over 
1000 homes in the Marcham area 

every month?

Contact us for more details
adverts@madnews.co.uk

Sarah Ingram
D.O., M.I.C.O., G.Os.C.

Tel 01865 673667
enquiries@oxfordshireosteopath.co.uk

The Old Thatch, 15 North Street, Marcham OX13 6NG 

Breakfast and After School Club now open at 
Marcham Primary School

providing quality, affordable and accessible childcare for 
children aged 4-11 years of age

We offer your child ... A happy, safe and secure setting, 
allowing them to learn and develop freely within the play 
centred environment The opportunity to take responsibility 
for themselves and their actions
7.45 – 8.45 am Breakfast Club 3.15 – 6.15 pm After School Club 

Monday-Friday, term time only
Vicky Hickman Tel No: 07887711454  

Email: info@vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
website: www.vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS THIRSTY CAFE, LOGO COMPETITION & MARCHAM CENTRE

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org  www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG) 
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

MCG AGM 
The AGM of Marcham Community Group was held on 6th October, 
reporting a good year following the relaxing of lockdown, and 
more regular use of Marcham Centre facilities. In future, MCG 
will aim to apply surplus funds to investing in the facilities, in 
community groups needing support, in new activities and wider 
support for our local community. 
In response to questions raised, the meeting was told about new 
steps to improve road safety at the site exit, provision of litter bins, 
more acoustic panelling to reduce noise in the building, fitting of 
more wall rails and decoration, and problems with netting to catch 
stray footballs and cricket balls.

MCG MEMBERSHIP
Are you one of a number of MCG members who has not yet 
renewed your membership this year (it fell due on 1st April)?  Your 
continuing support is important to us and helps us to properly 
represent our local community. Please renew as soon as possible. 
We also welcome support from new members. Please contact 
mail@marcham.org for more information.

COMING EVENTS AT MARCHAM CENTRE
Friday 4th November:  
Quiz night: Adults only  7:30 for 8pm prompt start

Friday 25th November 
Family Bingo  7.30pm for eyes down at 7.45pm

Friday 2nd December 
Quiz Night: Adults only  7:30 for 8pm prompt start

Saturday 17th December 
Family Christmas Party  £1 per child - 6-9pm

Please note that the hall building will be closed for hire 
between 25th December and 5th January (inclusive)  

during which time some re-decoration work is planned.  
The MUGA will be open as usual.

Indoor short-mat bowls in the Large Hall on Wednesday 
afternoons 2pm–5pm – contact Colin Trinder (391718) or just turn 
up. Beginners and experienced players are equally welcome.

Table Tennis - the table tennis table is available to hire, for periods 
of an hour or more. This can be made by booking a slot in the 
meeting room via the www.marchamcentre.org website. Please 
note: this room is used for other purposes, so you will need to 
book and pay the `local user` fee of £8 per hour. Please remember 
to bring your own bats and balls.

If you wish to book a room at Marcham Centre, please use the 
booking request system on www.marchamcentre.org  or contact 
our Coordinator: coordinator@marchamcentre.org

Community grants: Our community grant 
scheme is open. Visit our website to find out 
more and apply for a grant of up to £300. 
Membership: Thirsty Café is a Community 
Benefit Society. This means it is a 
membership organisation, owned and 
run by its members. Find out more about 
community membership on our website. 
Café open Wednesday and Saturday, 9 – 11:30 am  
Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
Email: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
Phone: 07871 208811

Abingdon & District National Trust Assocation 
2.30pm Tuesday 15 November

Trinity Church Centre 
Conduit Rd, Abingdon OX14 1DB

Rosemary Wise will give a talk entitled “Drawn to travel, 
the life of a botanical illustrator.” She will tell us about the 
history of botanical illustration and her long career in the 
university, travelling extensively for this work. She principally 
produces detailed line drawings to support monographic works, 
floras, scientific papers, D.Phil theses and some teaching. At 
present Rosemary is preparing 150 comprehensive plates for a 
monograph of Ipomoea for Robert Scotland and John Wood and 
there have been many similar projects over the past 50 years. The 
talk will take place in Trinity Church Centre at 2.30pm and non-
members of the Abingdon & District National Trust Association 
will be asked for a donation of £3.
For more information, ring Ruth on 01235 524119
https://abingdonnattrust.chessck.co.uk/

LOGO DESIGN COMPETITION
Marcham Parish Council is looking for a logo which will 
feature on all our official papers, website and social media 
communications.
It needs to come from the people who live here
and show Marcham’s community spirit. 
Please join in the competition by 
designing something that reminds  
you of Marcham
Send in your entry to 
clerk@marchmaparishcouncil.com by 
Tuesday 15 November 2022. 
The winning design as chosen by the council will feature in 
the December MADNews. The designer will also get a prize to 
show our gratitude. 

?
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F I E L D  |  F A M I LY  |  F O R K

Outstanding 
Christmas Meat!
Don’t forget to place your Christmas 
meat order online or with our expert 

butchers at the butchery counter!

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

Millets
FARM CENTRE

MADParishMag130x90.indd   2MADParishMag130x90.indd   2 25/08/2021   13:5325/08/2021   13:53

FOOD AND DRINK

PET CARE

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax

Join us on the first Tuesday of each month between noon 
and 1.15pm for a delicious lunch in a friendly atmosphere 
at Long Furlong Community Centre, Abingdon. 
Our facilities are easily accessible with onsite parking.
Also Saturday Brunch second Saturday in the month 
9.30-11.30 
We serve exciting vegetarian and vegan recipes using 
unusual pulses, beans, grains and interesting spices. We 
hope to convince meat-eaters that a vegetarian meal 
can be a delicious and exciting taste experience that will 
not disappoint!

www.blueskyecocafe.org.uk
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS NEIL ROWE & GOLF COMPETITION

THANK YOU NEIL
After nearly 25 years’ 
incredible service to the Anson 
Trust, Neil Rowe has decided 
to bring his time as a trustee to 
an end.  During his tenure, Neil has helped guide and, more 
recently, chair the Trust through a number of significant 
challenges and it is no exaggeration to suggest that without 
Neil’s unwavering perseverance, enthusiasm and sense 
of community spirit the Trust may well have folded and 
Marcham could have been left without a village hall.
Instead the Trust is now in such a secure financial position 
that it is actively seeking grant-making opportunities 
(ansontrust.org/grant-giving), families in the community are 
benefitting from a significant increase in nursery and pre-
school provision and, in the Marcham Centre, we are all 
enjoying community facilities fit for the 21st century.
This is a magnificent legacy to leave behind and the Trust 
is extremely grateful to Neil for the astonishing amount of 
time and effort that he has given up to the Trust and for his 
patience, pragmatism and, in the face of much adversity, his 
admirable optimism, humour and persistence.  It would also 
be very remiss of the Trust not to recognise the sacrifice that 
his wife, Jill, and their children have made in allowing Neil to 
devote so much time to such a wide range of village causes.  
It is after all no surprise that the Rowe household now has 
two Parishioners of the Year!
Neil will also be the first to say that without the help of a 
lot of people across the parish he would not have been 
able to achieve as much as he has for the Trust and the 
local community.  The Trust would therefore like to extend 
its thanks to all those individuals and organisations that 
have helped and continue to help deliver the much needed 
community facilities, services and activities for the residents 
of Marcham and its surrounding hamlets.
CHRIS HILLIER
On behalf of the Trustees of the Anson Trust

Following the backlog from the pandemic 
and the lack of GP appointments, 
receiving information and support for 
many people living with Type 1 or Type 
2 diabetes has been difficult and often 
stressful, especially so for those who have 
been recently diagnosed.
Not only can this be worrying for people but they feel that they do 
not have enough information to manage their diabetes themselves. 
We can help you to learn more about diabetes and how to look after 
yourself with our range of FREE booklets.
Probably the most useful is ‘Diabetes – Everyday Eating’ which 
contains 28 days of menus of everyday, affordable meals to help 
people manage their diabetes. ‘Understanding Your Diabetes’ gives 
general Information about Type 1 and Type 2 diabetes and ‘Type 
2 Diabetes – Management and Medication’ is especially useful for 
people with Type 2 diabetes. One of the possible complications 
of diabetes is nerve damage to the feet. In this case, prevention of 
problems is very important, so our booklet, ‘Looking After Your 
Feet’ is useful and gives practical help.
All our booklets are FREE, and you can obtain copies of all the 
above booklets and our ‘Publication List’ by contacting IDDT: 
telephone 01604 622837 or email: jenny@iddtinternational.org

Competition
Voucher for Farmyard Golf

This month your challenge is a word puzzle.  
Can you get the GOLF BALL into the HOLE?

Change the word GOLF one letter at time so it becomes BALL, 
and then change BALL to HOLE? Send your solution to editor@
madnews.co.uk before 15th November to go in to the hat to 
draw the winner of a voucher for 4 players. 

GOLF
_ _ _ _
_ _ _ _
_ _ _ _

BALL

BALL
_ _ _ _
_ _ _ _

HOLE

Farmyard Golf Enjoy a round of fun with our brand new 18-
hole farm themed adventure golf course. The course is packed 
full of fantastic obstacles to challenge all players no matter 
your age or ability.
Successfully manoeuvre around the beehives, take on the 
tractor, but don’t get lost through the maze! Our adventure 
golf course takes you on a whistle stop tour of everything 
Millets; from our farming heritage to record breaking leisure 
achievements. Can you hit a hole in one?!
Opening times: Open daily from 9am - 4pm
Prices:  £8.50 per person entering. Under 3's free of charge.

OAHS FREE Lectures take place in the Lecture Theatre at 
Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA on 
Tuesdays starting at 5.30pm. All are welcome.
• 1 November - Steven Gunn: Everyday Life and Accidental 

Death in Tudor Oxfordshire
• 15 November - Toby Parker: The Role of Tradesmen 

Contractors in the Maintenance of Oxford College 
Gardens, 1732-1837

• 29 November - Owen Davies: THE OXFORDSHIRE 
BUILDINGS RECORD LECTURE The Enchantment 
and Re-enchantment of Post-medieval Buildings

More details for each lecture can be found online:
oahs.org.uk/lectures

Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society 
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
In October, the District Council held their 
regular full council in the Beacon, Wantage, as 
they are now out of their Milton Park offices 
and based in Abbey House, Abingdon, waiting 
for the Didcot Gateway to be built – their 
future home with SODC. Abbey House is too 
small for large public meetings so they are now 
being held in the Beacon for the foreseeable 
future, but unfortunately, meetings cannot be 
streamed from there, which is why I will focus 
this article on the last motion debated on 
Fracking. The other two motions were on Waste and Small Businesses. 
For both these, we are asking government to treat as urgent the need for 
much more clarity and to speed up their decisions (see the VWHDC 
website for more information).
TO FRACK OR NOT TO FRACK
The last motion, proposed by a Conservative Councillor and seconded 
by a Lib Dem Councillor, was concerned with the Government’s 
intention to allow Fracking – the cracking of rocks, to release gas, 
which is then extracted in a convoluted way, which is extremely bad 
for the climate. The motion declared:
“No viable deposits of shale gas a have been identified in  or around 
the Vale of White Horse, but if one were to be identified, the potential 
introduction of Fracking into the Vale would have a number of 
detrimental implications for the local area, which include:
1. The introduction and effects of heavy vehicle movements on our 

roads.
2. The seismic risks caused by fracking, especially considering the 

uncertainty about steps to predict and reduce its impact.
3. The potential impact on our rivers and protected streams.
4. The hugely detrimental potential effect on our areas of outstanding 

natural beauty. Typically, many ugly drilling holes would have to be 
made in each site before any gas was identified.”

Fracking would be particularly difficult in the UK because of our 
uneven geology. Over the eons, plates have been crunched together 
making them contorted…twisting, turning, spiking, dipping…all in a 
small island, which makes fracking a real safety risk to local residents 
and their property. Also gas deposits will be few and far between. We 
only have to look in the north of England, where, in early trials, small 
earth tremors occurred, shaking buildings and terrifying residents. 
Although there is no evidence in the UK of larger earthquakes being 
caused by Fracking, there is plenty of worldwide evidence, so we 
cannot be complacent and ignore such warnings.
Where Fracking is successful (as in parts of the US and the Far East) 
it is largely because it is carried out in remote, sweeping, flat areas like 
deserts, where the deposits are easier to access and there is less risk to 
nearby settlements.
Perhaps, most importantly for the world, is the fact that Fracking 
will necessarily create a huge carbon footprint resulting from the 
exploration for sites and the extraction/removal of gas from the sites. 
This is diametrically opposed to this council’s ambitions to reach net 
zero by 2045 and the Government’s expressed intention to do the same 
by 2050.
So, the motion concluded by asking the leader to write to the 
appropriate Minister expressing the Council’s deep concern about the 
threat of Fracking and its unsuitability as an alternative energy source. 
Two points were emphasised:
1. Clear confirmation that no Fracking sites would be allowed without 

the District Council’s approval.
2. The Minister should consider requiring a referendum of local 

residents to be carried out at the cost of the energy company.
This was a particularly satisfying motion to speak to as politics were 
put aside and we all came together to support this very serious issue.

Please do contact me if there is any subject you want to raise concerning 
VWHDC.
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
District Councillor for Marcham Ward
Phone: 07357 464699/ 01235 534001 or webbercatherine1@gmail 
.com.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
STAYING OPTIMISTIC IN AN ATMOSPHERE OF 
TRICKLE DOWN DEPRESSION
Clearly, things are not going as well as 
anyone would want. More people are angry 
and anxious than I can ever remember. I 
will sidestep Westminster difficulties and 
stick to local government, which finds 
itself squeezed between the uncertainty 
trickling down from above with the state 
and prospects for the economy and the 
desperate desire to do something for local 
residents arising from the cost of living crisis.
The demise of the Oxfordshire 2050 initiative and its ambitions 
to bring councils together on housing numbers and traffic has 
enormous implications for our future local economy.
With high inflation, the funding of the HIF1 Road, designed 
rightly or wrongly to address past shortages of infrastructure, is of 
increasing concern. If we want higher growth, we need new ideas 
on how to manage and fund our dated highway network.
Add to these concerns the other effects of the cost of living crisis 
and the urgent need to address the climate emergency and there are 
few grounds for optimism.
In short, it’s all an unholy mess and there is a distinct shortage of 
ideas to sort it out. In an effort to resist growing depression, I am 
trying to focus on what I, as an individual, can actually do. Here is 
the list pinned to the kitchen fridge which reminds me and allows 
me to spend time on local government issues. The list keeps getting 
longer, but I hope some residents may find it useful…
Notes to self:
• Get out of car….when I complain about traffic,  I am probably 

contributing to it.
• Get on bike
• Get on bus and train when possible.
• Walk
• Support local business.
• Eat less
• Wear warm clothing
• Find reasons to be optimistic and share that message
People with positive ideas and optimistic messages are needed 
more than ever.
RICHARD WEBBER Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Phone 01235 534001 or email Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

MP’S REPORT
I’ve been pleased with the response of 
local companies to my work experience 
campaign. We’ve now got a great set of 
placements happening for over 30 sixth-
formers at schools across the constituency, 
from Wallingford to Faringdon Community 
College. I’m very grateful to organisations 
from Oxford Sigma and Hachette UK to 
Rebellion and Astroscale. 
The point of this campaign is work 
experience is really important to help young people understand the 
world of work, but placements have dried up due to Covid and 
lots more people working at home for at least part of their week, 

REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
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meaning young people are not getting the opportunities others used 
to, particularly disadvantaged young people. I’m hoping this will 
grow in the years to come.
We were given the shortest time limit for speeches I’ve had yet 
in my time as an MP this month - 90 seconds each! - in a debate 
about sewage discharges, secured by a Conservative colleague of 
mine. The reason for the short time limit was there were 33 MPs 
present for just a 90 minute debate. It was still enough to make 
some key points: that we all agree too much sewage is released into 
our waters – it should be rare but water companies don’t adhere to 
this – it is not a new problem and it can’t be fixed overnight as the 
alternative is sewage backing up into people’s homes instead. 
It was also important to highlight that the claim MPs voted to 
allow it to happen has been shown to be false by an independent 
fact-checking organisation, Full Fact. Whichever way the vote in 
question had gone, the sewage would not have stopped. I welcome 
the new legal duty the Government has put on water companies 
to reduce this harm and the £56 billion that is being unlocked by 
its Storm Overflows Plan to tackle the problem. I particularly 
welcome that the Government is increasing the maximum fine that 
can be levied from £250,000 to £250 million.
Sixteen-year-old Niamh from Wantage came to see me about 
negative behaviour she and her friends have been experiencing 
from boys and men, including rape ‘jokes’, which adults around 
them have dismissed as ‘boys will boys’. She is keen to campaign 
on this area and I am going to help her. I am arranging for her to 
meet Sharon Gaffka, whose campaign on spiking I have helped 
and I raised what Niamh had told me in the House of Commons 
the following week. As I have said before in Parliament, it seems 
pretty obvious that if we can ensure boys grow up respecting girls, 
they're unlikely to become men who disrespect women. 
Lastly, I will be hosting a Local Crime Summit with Thames 
Valley Police in the coming weeks, so constituents can share their 
concerns about local crime and anti-social behaviour. Details will 
be published on my website and Facebook soon.
As ever, if I can help with anything do get in touch via david.
johnston.mp@parliament.uk
DAVID JOHNSTON OBE MP, Member of Parliament for 
Wantage, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
0207 219 3858 Email: david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk

Grand Jumble Sale and Super Raffle

THANK YOU!

This sale was held on 8th October and raised the 
amazing sum of £2002.65 for Cystic Fibrosis. Our 
thanks and appreciation go to everyone who helped in 
any way, donating goods or raffle prizes, making cakes, 
jams, pickles etc. helping on the day, sorting, serving, 
transporting goods and clearing up afterwards. Also to 
everyone who came to buy, there was a tremendous 
atmosphere and the weather was brilliant. Without the 
generosity and support of the local neighbourhood we 
could not have achieved this superb result.

Hazel and Yvonne 

Under pressure to use 
energy pre-payment meter?  
Citizens Advice can help
In the concluding months of 2022, 
Citizens Advice is expecting to 
see more cases of a disturbing trend: low-income families with 
energy supply debts being pressured or even coerced into using 
pre-payment meters for their gas and electricity. Energy supplied 
by pre-payment meters costs more than energy paid by direct 
debit or on-demand, and this comes at a time when drastically 
increased price tariffs this autumn will probably see most people’s 
fuel bills double.
Energy suppliers are legally obliged to negotiate repayment plans 
with customers who are falling behind on their bills, but many 
suppliers are ignoring this requirement and proceeding with 
installing pre-payment meters - or, for customers with smart 
meters, remotely switching them to prepayment.
If you are one of the many people who are confronting this 
problem, or are generally floundering amidst your finances, 
worried about the future, or want to discuss your problems in 
confidence, get in touch with Citizens Advice on Adviceline 0808 
278 7907. You can also telephone the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Helpline on 0808 223 1133 or the Citizens Advice Debt Helpline 
on 0800 240 4420. Our website has lots of helpful information: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk

Food & Wellness
The Sobell House 
Vegetarian Cook 

Book
Following the success 
of their first cookbook 
in 2020, Sobell House 
– a hospice caring for 
people in Oxfordshire 
–has brought together 
another very special 
book in time for 
Christmas 2022. 
Published to raise 
awareness and funds 
for the hospice, Food 
& Wellness: The Sobell 
House Vegetarian Cook 
Book is also about 
recognising some of the 
local businesses in the food and drink industry that have supported 
Sobell House over the years.A collection of over 30 stories and 
recipes from a wide range of celebrities and local chefs, the book 
features well-known faces and independent businesses who have 
Sobell House close to their heart.
All the recipes in this book are vegetarian and many are also 
vegan, showcasing the diversity of plant-based food and offering 
everyone the opportunity to try something different. You’ll find 
a recipe for her favourite tzatziki by actress Florence Pugh; 
delicious gluten-free ‘Pizza Wraps’ from comedian Mel Giedroyc, 
who also contributed to the first book; 'Burrata with Broad Bean 
and Almond Pesto' courtesy of BBC newsreader Huw Edwards; 
an ‘Epic Bengali Dhal’ from actor Paul Chahidi, who is also an 
ambassador for Sobell House; and Rick Stein’s very own 'Egg 
Coconut Masala'.

Food & Wellness is a 128-page paperback and retails at £17.50. 
It will be available to purchase directly from Sobell House at 
www.sobellhouse.org/shop/online-shop/food-and-wellness-
cookbook as well as www.mezepublishing.co.uk, bookshops 
including Waterstones and Amazon.
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