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Details of events may change after publication, please check 
with the relevant organisers before attending events

▲  Can you spot the Elf in Marcham Shop? see page 5  ▲

▲ 10 years of Marcham Post Office!
The team received an award 

and certificate to celebrate their 
achievement

▲ Little Angels 
having fun for 
Children in Need 
see page 11

Date Event Pg
2 Fri Marcham Primary School PTA Christmas 

Fayre, 18.00-20.00
7

2 Fri Quiz Night at Marcham Centre, 20.00 9
3 Sat The Crown Open Meeting, Marcham Centre, 

19.00
13

8 Thu Marcham Society Astronomy Group, 19.00 9
4 Sat Didcot Festive Market, Orchard Centre Didcot 7
8 Thu Marcham Society midweek Walk, 12.30 9
9 Fri Christmas Tree Celebration.

Lighting Ceremony, All Saints' Church, 17.30
7

10 Sat Mini Christmas Market, Bothy Vineyard 10.00-
16.00

7

12 Mon Marcham Parish Council Meeting, Marcham 
Village Hall, Marcham Centre. 19.30

3

13 Tue OAHS Lecture: The Old Ashmolean, Rewley 
House, Oxford 17.30

17

15 Thu Deadline for next issue of MADNews, 17.00 
Email editor@madnews.co.uk

15 Thu Deadline for Millets Wildside Competition, 
17.00

17

15 Thu Deadline for Solar Farm Consultation 18
17 Sat Harmony InSpires Christmas Harmony 

Concert, Abingdon, 17.00
5

17 Sat Family Christmas Party, Marcham Centre, 
18.00-21.00

15

19 Mon Last posting for 2nd class inland mail 5
19 Mon Marcham WI: Christmas Party, Marcham 

Centre, 19.30
9

21 Wed Last posting for 1st class inland mail 5

MADNews 
needs a new 

Editor !
Could it be YOU? 

see page 3



search for a local service online:   www.madnews.co.uk/adverts December 20222

GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

Professional Tree Management throughout Oxfordshire

andrew@admtrees.co.uk
01865 391859
@admtrees

For a full list of services visit:

www.admtrees.co.uk

Tree removal
Crown thinning
Crown reduction and lifting
Sectional tree removals
Fruit tree pruning
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting

Seasoned logs and kindling 
delivered

£5M Public Liability Insurance

All work carried out to 
BS 3998:2010

Garner’s Estates  
& Landscapes

Landscaping for over 30 years
•	 Soft & hard landscaping
•	 Landscaping works including patios, paths, 

steps, driveways, installing gates, turfing, 
stonework & drainage work

•	 Fencing, all types carried out including: 
close board, panels, trellis, willow hurdles, 
post & rail

•	 Free Estimates
•	 Fully Insured & hold a Waste Licence

Tel: 07751 764144 01865 730936
Email: mjgarner26@btinternet.com

www.garnersestatesandlandscapes.co.uk

• tree removal • tree thinning • tree reduction  
• dead wood removal • stump grinding  

• landscaping 
•	£10 million public liability

•	City & Guilds Certified

07889 881 525 or 01491 651052

CONTAINER STORAGE

•	 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon

•	 24 hour CCTV

•	 Easy Access

•	 Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk

www.oxonstorage.co.uk

 SS  
xxoonn  
ttoorraaggee  

Suppliers of aggregates and 
concrete for every need
Our products include: 

• ready-mixed concrete

• sand cement floor screed 
• decorative aggregate

• sand, gravel and stone 

Upwood Quarry open 
six days a week

T: 01865 390838

www.hills-quarry.co.uk

98
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	
MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Christmas Tree Recycling
It’s that time of year to begin to think about 
Christmas trees again, and how to dispose 
of them once the festive period is over.  The 
Vale of White Horse District Council will be 
running its Christmas tree recycling scheme 
this year. Trees can be taken to Millets Farm 
or placed on the hardstanding by the Salvation 
Army textile bank in Howard Cornish Road 
(opposite Duffield Place).  Please do not 
obstruct access to the textile bank or the 
bus stop though. Trees will be collected 
from Millets Farm on Sunday 8th January, 
2023, and from Howard Cornish Road on 
Wednesday 18th January, 2023.   Trees will 
need to be left, at the latest, the day before 
collection. In case of changes please keep an 
eye on the District Council’s website/ social 
media for any collection updates.
Parishioner of the Year
The Council is again considering the 
possibility of an award for 2022.  The Award 
recognises the efforts of local people who 
at any time have significantly contributed 
to life within the parish during that year, 
or at any time prior to 2022. Nominations 
from previous years have been carried 
forward, however the Council would invite 
anyone, who wishes to put forward a new 
suggestion, to submit a short statement of 
not more than 200 words, as to whom they 
wishes to nominate, and the reasons why 
the person should receive the award.  All 
nominations to be emailed to the Clerk at 
the email address below.
Grant Applications
Applications for grants were considered at 
the November meeting of the Parish Council.  
The Council awards grants, subject to certain 
conditions, where there is benefit for the 
residents of Marcham. The Council was 
pleased to be able to support the following 
organisations:
•	 Marcham Parochial Church Council - £250 

towards the costs of running Friday Club
•	 Vale of White Horse and Ridgeway 

Archaeological and Historic Trust - £1000 
towards roof repairs on their archive 
facility.

•	 Marcham Community Group - £2900 
towards grounds maintenance on the field

•	 My Vision - £250 towards running costs
•	 Abingdon Carousel Family Centre - £300 

towards running costs.
•	 South and Vale Citizens Advice Bureau - 

£1000 towards running costs
•	 Be Free Young Carers - £150 towards 

running costs
•	 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal - £150
Community Speedwatch Group
A Community Speedwatch Group is a 
partnership between the community, the 
Local Authorities and Police, and gives 
local people who are concerned about traffic 
speeds in their area the chance to become 
actively involved in road safety. The Council 
has agreed to start a speedwatch group 
for Marcham, and two parish councillors, 
James Plumb and Warren Brooker have 

MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Dear Readers
The time has come! I will be stepping down as 
Editor of MADNews in the spring after nearly 
19 years! So I am looking for someone willing 
to take MADNews to the next level, whatever 
that may be!
It is a voluntary position with great 
opportunities to learn so much about the 
people and places in the MAD area... and 
beyond. 
I have really enjoyed my time as Editor – could 
you be the next? Get in touch if you would like 
to find out more.
Merry Christmas

Maddie the Monkey © Muhammad Desta Laksana/
Shutterstock.com | Other images from Unsplash.com or as 
credited.

undertaken training. We now need a team of 
local residents who are willing to volunteer 
a small amount of time on a regular basis, 
to be trained and use the speed detection 
equipment to check traffic speeds in areas 
where it is thought vehicles are travelling 
in excess of the permitted limit. Drivers of 
vehicles observed speeding will be sent a 
warning letter.  If found to be a persistent 
offender, further Police action could follow.
If you are interested in becoming part of 
Marcham’s Speedwatch Group then please let 
the Clerk or your local Parish Councillor know.
Christmas Tree – Village Green
To bring seasonal cheer to the village, the 
Council is again planning to site a Christmas 
tree on the village green. It is very grateful 
to Andrew MacLean for providing the tree 
again this year. Andrew has also very kindly 
offered to provide a bare rooted tree which 
can be planted to grow gradually for future 
years. Sadly the tree planted last year did not 
survive the high winds.
Primary School Admission September 
2023 – Is your child 3 or 4 years old? If 
you are a parent or carer of a child born 
between 1st September 2018 and 31st 
August 2019 (inclusive) then you need to 
apply for a primary school place. You still 
have to apply even if your child already 
attends a nursery attached to the school.  For 
further information and to apply online go to 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/
schools/apply-school-place/reception-
applicationsThe closing date for applications 
is 15th January, 2023.  If you do not have 
immediate internet access, then you can 
access the internet at many of the County 
Council’s libraries when they are open.
Planning Applications considered by the 
Council
P22/V2562/PDH Extension at Brushwood, 
Woodside. The Council had no objections
P22/V2421/FUL and P22/V2422/LB 
Installation of photovoltaic panels on garage 
roof along with ground mounted air source 
heat pump at Denman College.  The Council 
had no objections in principle, but did not 
wish to see any impact on the listed wall 
adjacent, and noise from the pump in the 
sensitive conservation area setting. More 
information about this was requested.
Date of Next Council Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled to take 
place on Monday 12th December, 2022 at 
7.30p.m. in the Village Hall, Barrow Close 
OX13 6TY. Please check the Council’s 
website www.marchamparishcouncil.
gov.uk in case arrangements change.
Clerk to the Council:  
Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road 
Tel: 01865 391833  
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Council wishes everyone a 
happy Christmas.

PUBLISHER / EDITOR 
Meriel Lewis 
8 Orchard Way, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6PP 
Tel: 01865 391725
Website: www.madnews.co.uk 
Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING 
Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes 
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS 
Paula Utting and Claire Wright
13 Parkside, Marcham 
Abingdon OX13 6NN Tel: 01865 391443
PROOFREADING
Jane Mander
DEADLINES 
Advertising: 5pm 15th month 
Other copy: 5pm 20th month 
except for Jan when it is 15th Dec for both
ADDITIONAL COPIES 
These are available free from Marcham 
Post Office or the Editor. Postal copies are 
also available – contact the Editor.
DISCLAIMER 
We apologise in advance for any errors that may creep 
into MADNews (online or print), or omissions that 
creep out - we don’t do it on purpose!
The Editor reserves the right to alter, omit or hold 
over copy to another issue. The views expressed in the 
Marcham & District News are not necessarily those of 
the editorial team, who are all volunteers.
POLICE 
PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.pnn.police.
uk for Marcham
07980 924693
Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit 
the C from his number
CRIMESTOPPERS
Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)
NHS NON-EMERGENCY
Call Free from any phone - 111
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Richard Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 01235 534001
Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Marcham and Shippon 
Catherine Webber, Orchard Barn, Sutton 
Wick Lane, Drayton OX14 4HJ
Tel: 07357 464699
catherine.webber@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
For other councillors go to 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
© Marcham & District News 2022
The copying of any part of this publication 
without written authorisation is not permitted.
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01865 821250 
www.barn-store.co.uk

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

86x110mm 

Whatever you want  
to store... 

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase not 
coinciding, travelling, house building work, paperwork 
overload or just “de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible  
service at Kingston Bagpuize. 
 

With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level, and  
hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now! 
 Only 10 minutes from 

Abingdon, Wantage, 
or Faringdon 

HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

Oxfordshire Roofing
and Building Services 
a good honest and reliable firm 

Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689
Flat Roofing	 Chimney Repointing
New Roofs	 De-Mossing
Guttering	 Tiling
Slating	 Facias 

Small Jobs Welcome • Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 • Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

JEM
CHIMNEY SWEEPING  

COMPANY LTD

 NO FUSS  NO MESS  NO PROBLEM 
OXFORD: 01865 772996	 DEDDINGTON: 01869 337500

MOBILE: 07711 443050	 STADHAMPTON: 01865 400244

Frilford Decorators
Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments

Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523
References Available

Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

L O C A L L Y  B A S E D  P R O P E R T Y  C O N S U L T A N T S
O F F E R I N G  A  B E S P O K E ,  P E R S O N A L  C O N V E Y A N C I N G

S E R V I C E .  S P E C I A L I S I N G  I N  R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O P E R T Y .

CONTACT ONE OF OUR EXPERIENCED CONSULTANTS FOR A FREE NO-
OBLIGATION QUOTE:

FOR WANTAGE & SURROUNDING AREAS
Claire Cousins

claire.cousins@taylor-rose.co.uk

FOR ABINGDON & SURROUNDING AREAS
Charlotte O'Driscoll

charlotte.odriscoll@taylor-rose.co.uk

MOVING HOME?

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews
Tel: 01235 766412 
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com

All aspects of work undertaken, including:
• garden clearance and restoration
• fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
• hedgecutting
• fencing and landscaping.

architectural and planning services
party wall surveyor

john martin mciob mfpws

	planning & building control approvals 

	extensions, new homes, conversions

	party wall surveyor services 

	award winning designer

	 free initial consultation

	over 30 years of improving homes and the built environment

tel 01865 391833 mob 07710 858668  
email john.gmartin@hotmail.co.uk

90 howard cornish road marcham OX13 6PU
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 LETTERS & MVS

POST 
OFFICE

®
Marcham Village Shop  

& Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG

Call us: Shop 391993 /  
PO 391940

Facebook: marchamvillageshop
Christmas and New Year 

Opening Hours
Saturday 24th  8.00-12.00

25th to 27th Closed
Wednesday 28th 8.00-12.00
Thursday 29th 8.00-12.00

Friday 30th 8.00-12.00
Saturday 31st 8.00-12.00

1st Jan & 2nd Closed
Tuesday 3rd Jan 

Open as usual 8.00-17.30
Leading up to Christmas we have on 
offer some lovely gift ideas that cannot 
be found in your local supermarket!  
Come and have a look – there are gifts 
for all ages, and some interesting Gin 
ideas for those that fancy the odd tipple.  
All this, and of course your traditional 
and daily needs in the grocery and 
household department. 
Thank you to Tracy for a fabulous 
Christmas window display – doesn’t it 
look good? And, we have a naughty 
Elf. This year the Elf will move around 
the shop on a weekly basis. We have 
devised a little quiz for those aged 10 
years and under, and the details can 
be found in the shop.  Each Thursday, 
until Christmas, the naughty Elf will find 
a new position and remain there for one 
week – find the Elf each week, write your 
answers on the quiz sheet, and hand 
into the shop by Friday 23 December.  
All correct answers will be given a prize, 
so the next time you’re in the shop after 
Christmas – please ask and we will let 
you know the result.
We are also holding a Christmas 
raffle – for any age! You will love 
this – a sumptuously huge Baylis and 
Harding gift set. Raffle tickets can be 
bought from the shop and will cost £1 
per strip. The draw will take place on 
24 December and the winner will be 
notified.  Come in and have a go!
This year, the shop will be joining in 
with other local voluntary organisations 
to decorate trees and our theme will 
be the 12 Days of Christmas. The 
tree lighting-up ceremony will be at the 
church at 6pm on Friday 9 December.

Can You Help?
Marcham Post Office needs more 

volunteers to keep it running. You will 
get full training and support from all 

your colleagues, so if you are friendly 
and comfortable using a touch screen, 

come and have a chat!

Old stamp deadline 
extended to July 2023
Use up your old non-
barcoded stamps on 
your Christmas cards 
this year... and if you 
have some left over you 
can swap them with Royal Mail - go to www.
royalmail.co.uk for more details or ask for a 
form at the PO. Sorry, you can't swap them 
with us.

We have a range of boxes and 
polylopes for all parcel shapes plus 

tape, marker pens and gift wrap
Looking for an easy present? One4All gift 
cards for all amounts and different designs 
available including Amazon, Apple and M&S

Dear Editor
The recent much-needed rainfall brings 
an unpleasant and hazardous after-effect. 
Thames Water is again releasing untreated 
sewage into the rivers. This takes up to four 
days to clear and is obviously a hazard for all 
those who use the rivers. Anyone interested 
in when/where and how long these releases 
happen can sign up to Thames Water for 
alerts via email. Also for those interested, 
there is an organisation WASP (Windrush 
Against Sewage Pollution) where the 
dedicated Ash Smith campaigns tirelessly 
to highlight the problem. It’s about time the 
water companies were made accountable 
for this practice.
NAME AND ADDRESS SUPPLIED
You can check for sewage releases online
https://www.sas.org.uk/map/
https://theriverstrust.org/key-issues/
sewage-in-rivers
https://twitter.com/OxThamesSewage
Sign up for email alerts:
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/about-us/
performance/river-health/oxfordshire-
notifications

MARCHAM WAR 
MEMORIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
PLANNED CONSULTATION

This month many people attended the 
Remembrance Service at the Church and 
War Memorial. The structure, described 
as a wayside cross, was first dedicated on 
the 25th June 1920 and was bestowed to 
the Parish by Mr and Mrs Gore-Browne of 
Oakley House. 
Marcham has changed significantly since 
1920, not least the amount of traffic along 
Frilford Road passing by the Memorial. 
Accordingly,to recognise the changing face 
of the village there is some discussion as 
to whether the current location of the War 
Memorial is the most suitable. 
Therefore Marcham Parish Council would 
like to announce the intention to begin 
a consultation process, commencing in 
the New Year, involving the residents 
of Marcham, Frilford and Garford to 
understand views, concerns and wishes for 
the War Memorial. 
More details of the consultation process 
are to follow and will be outlined in future 
editions of MADNews. 

Last Posting Dates
Fri 2 Dec BFPO and China
Mon 5 Dec Remaining Caribbean destinations 
Wed 7 Dec Africa, rest of Asia, Central and 

South America, Far and Middle East 
Thur 8 Dec Cyprus and Malta 
Fri 9 Dec Greece, Eastern Europe
Sat 10 Dec Canada, Czech Republic, Finland, 

Italy, Poland, Sweden, USA 
Mon 12 Dec Austria, Denmark, Germany, 

Iceland, Ireland, Netherlands, Norway, 
Portugal, Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland 

Wed 14 Dec Belgium, France, Luxembourg
Fri 16 Dec Royal Mail Bulk Mail Economy 
Mon 19 Dec 2nd Class, 2nd Class Signed For, 

Royal Mail 48® 
Wed 21 Dec 1st Class, 1st Class Signed For, 

Royal Mail 24®, Royal Mail Tracked 48®** 
Thur 22 Dec Royal Mail Tracked 24®** 
Fri 23 Dec Special Delivery Guaranteed®

Due to ongoing industrial action, there will 
be disruption to collections and deliveries by 
Royal Mail. The Post Office will try and keep 
you informed of delays... so post early!

Merry Christmas
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

GARY CUDDON
Painter and Decorator

Fully qualified with 30 years experience
Providing a high quality service

Free quotations and fully insured
Local and friendly service

07827 752904 garycuddon@aol.com

NB Office Services
Qualified Bookkeeper with over 10 years’ 
experience in Office Management and PA

Telephone: 01865 392866
Mobile : 07775 690522

Email: Nicola.bunce@nbofficeservices.co.uk

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,  
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075

msharmanroofing@gmail.com

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories 

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE
For all Makes & Models 

Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre 
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including; 

17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes 
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

MOT’s WHILE YOU WAIT
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians

Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY

www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk
E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

Martin Gilbert
Motor Repairs Ltd 

Local Family Run Business

From minor welds to full restoration

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic

Classic Cars to Race Cars 

Special projects

Family business

Fair pricing

Automotive Fabrication and Welding

Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562
Email:  theshop.ws@gmail.com

www.TheShop.ws

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?
Get it back on the road with The Shop
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 SEASONAL EVENTS

Sunday 4th December  
Didcot Festive Market  
Orchard Centre Didcot 
Over 60 local stalls, charities, Santa, kiddies rides, 
Entertainment, shops open

Saturday 10th December 
Mini Christmas Market  
Bothy Vineyard 10am-4pm 
10 Local producers including preserves, Earth Ale, gifts, mulled 
cider and hot food

Christmas
harmony

Harmony
award-winning female a Cappella Chorus

Invites you to an evening of

at

Park Road, Abingdon OX14 1DS

5–7pm, Saturday 17th December
(doors open to the public at 4.45pm)

Tickets £10 per adult, accompanied children under 16 free. 
Available in advance from the church, Harmony InSpires 

and Abingdon Bookstore, or on the door. 
Proceeds to church funds.

Refreshments & raffle on the day 
with proceeds to Harmony InSpires

www.harmonyinspires.org

Thank everyone for the great response to 

Christmas Tree Celebration
Lighting Ceremony will be 

Friday 9th December, All Saints Church
Festive Refreshments served from 5.30, short service and 

lighting up of trees at 6pm. 
Open to All.

 If you're decorating a tree, please send  
representatives from your organisation.

Jill Rowe will be in touch with 
final details for decorating
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

M&A ELECTRICALS
The original electrical/lighting shop in Wantage 

Established in the early 60’s
Unit 8, Arbery Arcade, [behind Costa Coffee]

Market Place, Wantage, OX12 8AB

*** WE ARE NOW OPEN ***
9am - 2pm

Monday - Saturday
We specialise in all things 

electrical particularly –
SPECIALIST LIGHT BULBS

RESTORATION & REPAIR OF LAMPS 
AND OTHER ITEMS

BESPOKE HAND MADE LAMPS-.
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN, THINGS BREAK 

IF YOU NEED HELP/ADVICE PLEASE CONTACT ME 
[Peter] VIA THE E-MAIL BELOW OR 

PHONE 01235 771695/07770586877 
sales@mandawantage.co.uk www.mandawantage.co.uk

Shaun Guard
TV & WIFI SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations 
■ Internet / WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk     shaun@oxfordaerials.co.uk

Call Abingdon 01235 239622

Home Extensions, Alterations 
and New Builds 

 
Plumbing and Heating  

Gas and Oil Boiler Servicing, 
Repair and Installation 

 
We are a family run, local business with over 35 
years experience.  No job too big or too small. 

Contact us for a quotation on 
01865 321183 

 
Email: enquiries@mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk  

www.mansbridgeconstruction.co.uk 
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	

Marcham WI 
Next Meeting: Christmas Party Evening

7.30pm Monday, 19th December 2022

At the Marcham Centre

To really get you in the festive spirit, wear something 
Christmassy and come along for some fun at Marcham WI's 
Christmas Party. We'll be having a bring and share supper, 
so please bring along a plate of sweet or savoury food to 
share while enjoying everyone's company.  
We'll be having a Christmas bottle raffle again this year, 
so it would be much appreciated if you could bring along a 
contribution – it could be a bottle of anything, so wrap it up to 
add to the surprise.  
There will also be a collection of non-perishable treats for 
the food bank, unwrapped so they can see what has been 
donated, but they could be decorated with cellophane or 
some ribbon to look festive.
We hope to see you all there for a fun evening.
Visitors are always welcome. 
For further information, please contact: 
Pippa Hoath 01865 391349 

pippahoath@gmail.com

WI, MARCHAM SOCIETY & QUIZ

History came to life for the Marcham Society in November with 
a well attended visit to the house of Oscar Nemon. Who? I hear 
you ask.
Nemon, as he always referred to himself as, was an early twentieth 
century sculptor of considerable talent.
Born Oskar Neumann in the town of Osijek in present day 
Croatia, he developed his skills during his teenage years. Later, 
he settled in Belgium to study at the Académie de Beaux Arts 
in Brussels; however, Nemon was born to Jewish parents and it 
became increasingly clear that he would have to escape mainland 
Europe to keep one step ahead of the growing influence of the 
Nazi party.
Ultimately, Nemon settled in Oxford in 1942, and sculpted in his 
studio, Queen Elizabeth (The Queen Mother), Churchill, Freud, 
Truman, Eisenhower and Macmillan among many other notables 
during his time there.
He lost many of his family during the war, and created an area of 
remembrance in his garden, where, at 1100 on the 11th November 
we stood in reflective silence.
Our visit there was truly interesting, enhanced by our enthusiastic 
and at times, emotional guide, Alice, who is the daughter-in-law 
of Nemon, to whom we are all thankful for a day that we will 
remember for many years to come.
For more information: oscarnemon.org.uk

Upcoming Events
Thursday, 8th December 12.30pm - Marcham Society Midweek 
Walk - contact e.dunford@btinternet.com
Thursday, 8th December 7pm - Marcham Society Astronomy 
Group - contact jim.asher@btinternet.com.

For more information contact membership@marchamsociety.org.uk
www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

QUIZ NIGHT – ALL WELCOME
FRIDAY 2 DECMBER – VILLAGE HALL

A Quiz night will be held in the 
Main Hall in Marcham Centre, starting at 8.00 pm

Questions are on a range of subjects and aimed at everyone`s 
ability! Teams of up to five people. £10 per team.

Everyone welcome, just turn up on the night for a friendly 
evening of fun and banter. 

Bar Open, for those interested!
More dates: 3 Feb, 3 and 31 March

I

Marcham Village Shop 
requires a

Company Secretary 
Are you winding down in your job or 
retired and looking for a new interest?
Marcham Village Shop is looking to recruit a volunteer 
Company Secretary/Director. The job is part of the shop 
management team, helping shape the future of the shop. You 
will be responsible for ensuring that management routines and 
statutory requirements are carried out.
The job would suit someone who is organised, has strong 
attention to detail and an interest in helping the community.
For more details please contact 
Mrs Christine Munro (Chair)
on 01865 391624 or 07818 201973
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Here's Maddie with a 
letter for the December 

Millets competition 
See page 17 for full details
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THE BIRDS OF FARMOOR RESERVOIR
If you occasionally walk round the Farmoor Reservoir you may 
be aware of the many different birds that 
can often be seen. This brand new 64-page 
booklet gives a brief history and background 
to the reservoir and a list of all 250 species 
of bird recorded there, with over 100 full 
colour photos.
A small number of copies is available in 
Marcham Post Office and Shop priced 
£7.95, but further copies can be obtained 
from Eric Dunford (e.dunford@btinternet.
com - tel 01865 391439) if they are sold out. 

“Don’t let tax, tax you“
BBPS Accountancy Service

Bookkeeping
Self Assessment, Payroll,  

CIS, VAT
Auto Enrolment

Call: 01865 730064 
 07890 503392

Email: Alison@berrybps.co.uk

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
Kilbey & Clarke          
Will Writers and Estate Practitioners 

• Local, friendly, Professional  with home visits
•

Nigel Kilbey Member SWW   
07734051258/01235868266

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk 
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

* IHT Planning
* Wills & Will storage from £145
* Lasting Power Of Attorney from £195
* Inheritance Protection
* Probate
* Guaranteed Funeral Plans
* Local, friendly, professional with home visits

 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in electrical and renewable 
products for the domestic and commercial markets.  Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
 
ELECTRICAL      RENEWABLE 
All household electrical works undertaken  Solar electric panel installations 
Fault finding & repair    Maintenance for solar panels 
Replacement consumer units   Electric car charging & Government grants 
Earthing & bonding     
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers      CONTACT US: 
Electrical inspections for home buyers & lettings Alternative Lighting Services Ltd 
Visual inspections     Email info@als-ltd.net    
Portable appliance testing    Office 01865 391241 Mobile 07739313994
     

 
 

We are a small local electrical company, specialising in 
electrical and renewable products for the domestic and 
commercial markets. Contact us for a FREE QUOTE. 
ELECTRICAL 
All household electrical works 

undertaken 
Fault finding & repair 
Replacement consumer units 
Earthing & bonding 
Underfloor heating 
Electric showers 
Electrical inspections for 

home buyers & lettings 
Visual inspections 
Portable appliance testing

RENEWABLE 
Solar electric panel 

installations
Maintenance for solar panels
Electric car charging & 

Government grants

CONTACT US
Alternative Lighting Services
Email: info@als-ltd.net
Office: 01865 391241 
Mobile 07739313994

  

 
 

NICEIC Approved contractor and domestic installer 

MCS Accredited for solar electric (PV) panel installations  

Free estimates 
 
          Contact us: 
      Alternative Lighting Services Ltd      
      Email  ‐ info@als‐ltd.net 
      Office ‐ 01865 391845 
      

     All electrical works undertaken 

Full electrical home buyers surveys 

PAT Testing, Periodic testing and repairs 
 
 

                                 
 

  
  
 

O X F O R D
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS

phone: 01865 326009
email: info@oxfordkitchens.co.uk

www.oxfordkitchens.co.uk
Visit our showroom: 

1st Floor, Besselsleigh Road, Wootton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX13 6DN

and accessories

OKB_0521.indd   1OKB_0521.indd   1 18/05/2021   22:0518/05/2021   22:05

LOTTERY WINDOWS
Quality Double Glazing & Conservatories 

Fascias & Soffits
Mark Berry

9 Stort Close,  
Didcot, OX11 7UR

NEW Tel: 01235 510608
Email: info@lotterywindows.co.uk

Moss Removal

Roof Cleaning

Softwashing

Patio & Driveway Cleaning

Contact Jake

07971 669 751
info@mossinator.co.uk
www.mossinator.co.uk

L
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 IN AND OUT OF SCHOOL

CORAL RAG
Since 2001 the Marcham 
Society has published 
eleven volumes of ‘Coral 
Rag’ containing articles 
covering topics of local 
interest, including Natural 
History, Geography, 
Archaeology and History. 
Copies are on sale in the 
Village Shop.

We invite anyone with an 
interest in a particular aspect  
of local history to submit an article for a future issue. 

For more information or to express an interest, please email 
Sheila Tilley : sheilajtilley@gmail.com. 

Alternatively please follow this link to the Marcham Society 
website: www.marchamsociety.org.uk/contact.php 

MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL
There have been a lot of changes 
within pre-school, if you would 
like to find out more please 
visit www.marcham-preschool.
weebly.com or contact us at 
marcham-preschool@hotmail.
co.uk, 01865 392101

Yellow Room
At the start of the month the 
Yellow Room had pumpkins 
to play with and to carve. The 
adults helped scoop out the 
inside using great hand/eye coordination and the children felt 
the textures and smells of the Halloween tradition.
The children have been using their senses again experiment ing 
with colour mixing and firework pictures. They have been going 
for walks around the village looking out for Tommy the Soldier 
who has been placed at different locations, and visiting the local 
park using the swings.
In the Yellow Room the children have been spending time with a 
dinosaur world, with large soft dinosaurs and natural materials of 
water, leaves, fir cones to create the dinosaur world. A wonderful 
adventure and environment for the children’s imagination.  
Green and Teal Room
At the beginning of the month the preschool children have been 
experimenting with colours creating and mixing paint, glitter, 
stars to create firework pictures of their own. The children 
were taught safety of fireworks and the firework code and how 
important it is to be always with an adult. They created bonfire 
pictures with leaves of varies colours and mixed it with paint and 
sticks to create the most amazing 3D collages.
In November the Little Angels had a visit from Tommy who sat 
outside the front door to welcome everyone in. The children 
were taken out to meet Tommy and the preschoolers were 
taught a little history about how important the special soldiers 
were who gave their lives to make sure we had somewhere 
safe to live. The children looked at the poppy flower and created 
their own poppies resulting in a large poppy wreath to lay on 
Remembrance Day. Every preschool child added their own 
personal poppy to the wreath. 
The preschoolers also had fun on Children in Need Day, 
making Pudsey bear pictures and even our own little Pudsey 
got to play with other animals in the Green Room, having fun 
riding on a giraffe. The children really express their imaginations 
in so many ways.
Preparations have also been well on the way with the children 
practising the nativity songs and finding their costumes for the 
nativity play. The excitement is building, and we are looking 
forward the performance in December. 
Soup and Sparklers Night
To celebrate fireworks night, we organised a SOUP and 
SPARKELRS night.  This was well attended by parents and 
children, who all enjoyed a mug of hot soup along with the 
fascination and wonder of sparklers. 
We hope you all enjoyed your evening; 
I know we all did. 
Remembrance Day Ceremony
All the Little Angels joined together in 
the garden on 11th November at 11am 
and David Burfitt kindly played the Last 
Post on his trumpet, stood on our little 
hill. The Little Angels listened well and 
sat quietly for 2 minutes silence which 
was followed by the laying of their 
poppy wreath. 

If you are interested in securing a 
place for your child  
please contact us: 

T: 01865 819992E: info@
littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk

www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk 
follow us on Facebook: 

littleangelsmarcham

Bank Holiday 2022/3 Waste Collection Changes
Wednesday 28 Dec	 Friday 30 Dec
Rubbish and Food Waste
Wednesday 4 Jan	 Friday 6 Jan
Recycling and Food Waste NOT GARDEN
Wednesday 11 Jan	 Thursday 12 Jan
Rubbish and Food Waste

RBL Poppy Appeal for 
Marcham, Frilford and Cothill

We are delighted to announce the 
Poppy Appeal Collection for 2022 has raised 

£5,081.15 from the villages of 
Marcham, Garford, Frilford, Eaton and Appleton

We would like to thank all the premises and businesses 
that supported us with collection points.
Your generosity is deeply appreciated.
Christine and Malcolm Denton
PS This is our last year as local organisers and we will be 
handing over to some willing volunteers for next year's 
appeal. Watch this space for further announcements. 
Your support to us over the last 11 years has been 
deeply appreciated and we look forward to making the 
handover as smooth as possible.
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HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

www.farm-fit.co.uk @fitnessatthefarm

outdoor Group Exercise Classes, yoga & personal training

Fitness At The Farm

Collins Farm
Kingston Road
Frilford
OX13 5NX

Book Online

PERSONAL CARE

Find us at 4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX
Tel: 01235 861228

www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

Oxfordshire's best source of
reclaimed wood

One stop wood shop for your DIY projects. Good
quality hard and soft wood in many sizes. Scaffold

boards, pallet wood, plywood, live edges and
fabulous range of reclaimed wood furniture.

We care for our environment and transform lives

Supporting you In Person and  
on Zoom with a range of class times

Newcomers welcome
AndreaBuckingham.co.uk 

07939 523083    Andreabkm@gmail.com
 

Roman blinds • Roller Blinds 
Curtains • Cushions • Lampshades 
hand‐made especially for you. 

 
For a free estimate,  

contact Melanie Leggett 
01865‐821139 
0777‐557 1683 

tteggelm@gmail.com 
 

KT Contracts
Your local village Master Carpenter,
Cabinet Maker & House Renovator

Make 2022 the year to get all those little 
(or bigger) jobs done

•	 Buy a kitchen bargain and have it fitted by a local expert
•	 Fitted wardrobes that work for you
•	 Get a new bespoke shed or woodstore
•	 Shelves & cupboards made & fitted for any nook
•	 Upgrade your cloakroom or bathroom 
•	 Creative solutions for all your home projects 

No job is too small if it makes your life easier.
50 years experience combining traditional  
& new techniques to improve your home.

Call today for a free estimate; flexible working to suit & a chance 
to see my work in the village.  Enhanced DBS (CRB) cleared

Anytime 07557766200  ktcontracts@btinternet.com
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 WILDMAN, THE CROWN & CLIMATE CHANGE EXHIBITION

Challenging Times
Every now and then, a health scare 
hits us, our friends, a family member, 
or someone connected with us. 
Sometimes, the best form of support 
we need, or others need from us, 
is consistency, and for us or them, to just be there. 
Words aren’t always needed at such times, just that 
connection, that reliability, and that consistency that I 
mentioned before, is all that’s required.
So often we turn to nature, wildlife, the garden, and the 
green environment at these kinds of times. Its different 
for all of us, and what a connection to nature means 
to us is as individual as we are. The answer to that 
question is as varied and individual as the challenges 
and solutions we all face. What we turn to though, 
when we turn to nature, is that consistency, even if we 
don’t truly understand it. 
A connection to nature could manifest in being in 
the physical presence of it, or psychologically, when 
we reminisce with the memories of being out there 
amongst nature.
I’m in the middle of one of those health scares as I write 
this, but I won’t list my ailments here. What I can say 
though, is for a while there, it was felt I could have had 
lung cancer, but after numerous explorations shall we 
say, it’s been narrowed down to lung disease, either 
caused by Rheumatoid Arthritis or Tuberculosis.
During the medical procedure, I visualised my 
favourite place in nature, to try and divert my thinking 
away from the doctor rooting around in my chest, 
whilst I was awake and she took the biopsy. After the 
procedure I’ve been regularly thinking about times 
spent in nature with loved ones, and as we reflect 
and reprioritise at times like these, I’ve noticed how 
thoughts of nature creeps in there.
During the Covid lockdowns we all reflected on what 
was important to us, and became more aware of how 
caring for and appreciating nature is. Collectively 
though maybe, we’ve slipped back to some old habit 
since then, and when fresh challenges arise, we are 
maybe only then reminded of the importance of nature?
So I propose we set up a new international day, a 
Remember Nature Day, with the subheading of, We 
Are Part Of It And Not Separate To It. It's just a thought. 
Anyway, enjoy the season, and remember to allow 
time to reflect now and then on what matters. Notice 
how an appreciation of nature increases in us at 
challenging times.
Happy Gardening!
Stuart Mabbutt 
01865 747243 www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

E

As you may have noticed The Crown is up for Sale! 
Your opportunity to have a say on its future. 
Residential conversion, or Community Pub? 
Your Chance to Save the Last Pub in the Village.
Open meeting at the Marcham Centre 
Saturday 3rd Dec 7.00pm
Come and have your say. Cheers

Climate Change
How can you help?

…and reduce your energy bills too!
Exhibition and Presentations

Saturday 7th to Sunday 15th of January
at the Marcham Centre

This climate exhibition will be in the form of short texts, 
cartoons, photos and graphs. It will look at the evidence 
of climate change, its causes, impacts, and responsible 
sectors and the many solutions already available .
It focuses on the actions we, the citizens, employees and 
consumers, can take on all levels. It will point towards 
local climate and environmental initiatives and groups 
already active.
It will offer expert advice and contacts on how to both 
save the climate and money, finding out about energy 
efficiency, insulation, renewable energy like air source 
pumps, wind farms and solar panels, on a private or 
community-led level.
Beside the varied opening times you can see on the 
Marcham centre website (marchamcentre.org), the 
exhibition will be staffed by the organisers Julian Parfitt 
(environmental consultant and former lecturer) and 
Beatrice Hoffman at those times.
•	 Saturday 7th+14th January: 9 - 1
•	 Sunday 8th + 15th January 12 - 5
•	 Tuesday and Friday 10th +13th January 6 - 9
Feel free to bring your questions and discussions!

Two presentations
•	 Tuesday 10th Jan 7 - 8: Saving money and the planet 

– insulation and renewable energy around your home 
and car

•	 Friday 13th Jan, 7 - 8 Farming, food-supply and the 
climate
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The Abbey Chiropody Clinic
Mr P J Neighbour &  
Mr P A Neighbour

Members of The Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists
HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

nail clipping, corns and hard skin  
verrucae and everyday foot problems

manipulation/mobilisation of the foot and ankle 
orthotics (insoles) and gait analysis  

minor surgery, diabetes and wound care

Surgery and Home Visiting Practice 
14 Bath Street, Abingdon OX14 3QH

Tel. 01235 530577
www.abingdonchiropody.com

PERSONAL CARE

I create photo books for all occasions:  
for a big birthday or a special occasion,  
a memorable holiday or an annual book. 

Whether for yourself, a friend or a loved one, 
I can help you to preserve those memories. 

Facebook/Simplyphotobooks  simplyphotobooks@gmail.com 

 Simply Yearbooks
 Simply Birthdays
 Simply Weddings
 Simply Babies
 Simply Holidays
 Simply Memories
 Simply Portfolios

Greta Komlosy MNFSH - Healer

Registered Healing Trust Healer for 22 years

For Relaxation & Wellbeing

Mobile Number 07966 313 317

Soft Tissue Therapy Clinic specialising in
Sports & Remedial Massage and Injury Treatment

Fran Walker

Based at: Fit2Run, Dunmore Court, Abingdon, OX13 6BH

fran@reactiontherapy.co.uk
www.reactiontherapy.co.uk

Fran Walker

   07502 400900

Sarah Ingram
D.O., M.I.C.O., G.Os.C.

Tel 01865 673667
enquiries@oxfordshireosteopath.co.uk

The Old Thatch, 15 North Street, Marcham OX13 6NG 

Breakfast and After School Club now open at 
Marcham Primary School

providing quality, affordable and accessible childcare for 
children aged 4-11 years of age

We offer your child ... A happy, safe and secure setting, 
allowing them to learn and develop freely within the play 
centred environment The opportunity to take responsibility 
for themselves and their actions
7.45 – 8.45 am Breakfast Club 3.15 – 6.15 pm After School Club 

Monday-Friday, term time only
Vicky Hickman Tel No: 07887711454  

Email: info@vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
website: www.vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk

Playworker Vacancies available
please get in touch for more information

OVER £40
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 THIRSTY CAFE  & MARCHAM CENTRE

Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY
enquiries@marchamcentre.org  www.marchamcentre.org
Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG) 
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

The trustees of Marcham Community Group wish to thank 
everyone in Marcham who continues to support our Marcham 
Centre facilities and helps underpin the success of our community 
venture. 

We wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

MARCHAM CENTRE – HOLIDAY CLOSURE
Please note the trustees have arranged a planned temporary 
closure of the hall building for hires between 11pm on 24th 
December and 5pm on Friday 6th January. During this time, 
necessary re-decoration and maintenance work will be carried 
out. The MUGA will be open as usual for sport activities over 
that period. This will also be a welcome break for the volunteers 
who open and lock the building and for the team of two dozen 
volunteers who give up their time to provide the popular bar 
facility. We look forward to seeing you all again after the break.
We have a longer-term need for volunteers for various tasks 
involved in running Marcham Centre and Marcham Community 
Group, the charity which operates the facilities. If you are 
interested, we would love to hear from you – by email to admin@
marcham.org.

COMING EVENTS AT MARCHAM CENTRE
•	 Friday 2nd December:  Quiz Night: Adults only - 7:30 for 

8pm prompt start
•	 Saturday 17th December: Family Christmas Party - £1 

per child - 6-9pm
•	 Friday 20th January:  Family Bingo - 7.30pm for eyes 

down at 7.45pm
Indoor short-mat bowls in the Large Hall on Wednesday 
afternoons 2pm–5pm – contact Colin Trinder (391718) or just turn 
up. Beginners and experienced players are equally welcome.
Table Tennis- the table tennis table is available to hire, for periods 
of an hour or more. This can be made by booking a slot in the 
meeting room via the www.marchamcentre.org website. Please 
note: this room is used for other purposes, so you will need to 
book and pay the `local user` fee of £8 per hour. Please remember 
to bring your own bats and balls.
The original table, which had broken irreparably, has been 
replaced with a new one. This has a slightly different structure. 
To avoid damage, please do not try to move it or fold it away until 
you have been shown how to do so safely.

If you wish to book a room at Marcham Centre, please use the 
booking request system on www.marchamcentre.org  or contact 
our Coordinator: coordinator@marchamcentre.org

Come and join us on Saturday 10th December 
for Christmas cheer and live music . It is our 
last cafe before the New Year and we would 
love to see you all.
We reopen on Saturday 7th January.
Community grants: Our community grant 
scheme is open. We have already given a 
few grants of £300 within the community. 
The full details on how to apply are on our website. 
Volunteering Your local cafe depends on volunteers, it is a way of 
meeting people and being part of the village community. Just a 
few hours a month would really help us . Get in touch via e-mail or 
on line or come and speak and meet us.

We have been kindly gifted a 
hand-crafted Dolls House by Bill 
for us to raffle . Money raised will 
go towards us being able to buy a 
coffee machine for Thirsty Cafe.
Tickets will be on sale in the cafe to 
be drawn on 10th December.

Café open Wednesday and 
Saturday, 9 – 11:30 am  
Website: www.thirstycafemarcham.co.uk
E-mail: hello@thirstycafemarcham.co.uk

Have you got a business that could 
benefit by being advertised to over 
1000 homes in the Marcham area 

every month?

Contact us for more details
adverts@madnews.co.uk

L
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F I E L D  |  F A M I LY  |  F O R K

Outstanding 
Christmas Meat!
Don’t forget to place your Christmas 
meat order online or with our expert 

butchers at the butchery counter!

www.milletsfarmcentre.com
Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB

Millets
FARM CENTRE

MADParishMag130x90.indd   2MADParishMag130x90.indd   2 25/08/2021   13:5325/08/2021   13:53

FOOD AND DRINK

PET CARE

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864 

www.townfurlong.co.uk

HOLIDAYS

B&B Rafters

Abingdon Road	 Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Marcham	 Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire	 enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk
OX13 6NU	 www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover  
a place to relax

Join us on the first Tuesday of each month between noon 
and 1.15pm for a delicious lunch in a friendly atmosphere 
at Long Furlong Community Centre, Abingdon. 
Our facilities are easily accessible with onsite parking.
Also Saturday Brunch second Saturday in the month 
9.30-11.30 
We serve exciting vegetarian and vegan recipes using 
unusual pulses, beans, grains and interesting spices. We 
hope to convince meat-eaters that a vegetarian meal 
can be a delicious and exciting taste experience that will 
not disappoint!

www.blueskyecocafe.org.uk

E
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MARCHAM & DISTRICT NEWS	 ANSON TRUST & WILDSIDE COMPETITION

GOLF
GULF
GULL
BULL
BALL

BALL
BALE
HALE
HOLE

November's Competition
Voucher for Farmyard Golf

And the winner is.... 
** Deborah O'Brien **
Did you get the GOLF BALL  

into the HOLE?
One solution is this, but there are others!

OAHS FREE Lectures take place in the Lecture Theatre at 
Rewley House, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA on 
Tuesdays starting at 5.30pm. All are welcome.
•	 13 December - Geoffrey Tyack: The Old Ashmolean: 

Laboratory, Lecture Room and Museum

Bookings for our 2023 lecture series will open in December 
- more details can be found online:

oahs.org.uk/lectures

Oxfordshire Architectural and Historical Society 

Our next Competition 
is to win tickets for 2 
adults and 2 children 
to Millets Wildside 
Falconry and Wildlife 
Centre... just find 
Maddie who is hiding 
some letters in this issue, then rearrange those 
letters to make the name of the heaviest owl at 
the centre – have a look on their website for clues! 
milletswildside.co.uk
Send you entry to editor@madnews.co.uk before 
5pm on 15th December

Are you looking for information or advice on health 
or social care services in Oxfordshire? If so, 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire can help! 
We are the independent champion for people who use 
health and social care services in Oxfordshire. 
One of our roles is to help people find the 
information they need about local health services, 
so if you have a question or query, please get in 
touch by calling 01865 520520 or emailing hello@
healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk
We also want to hear what you think about your 
local health and social care services – including 
what could be improved. 
Please share your views with us by taking a look 
at our website www.healthwatchoxfordshire.co.uk, 
where you can complete a survey on one of our 
current research projects or leave a review of 
local services, including GP surgeries, hospitals, 
pharmacies, dentists and care homes.

ANSON TRUST GRANT FUND OVER £40,000
Following the successful reorganisation of the Anson Trust’s 
finances over the last few years the trustees are delighted to 
confirm that over £40,000 in grant funding is now available to 
support Marcham and its surrounding hamlets.
We are also very pleased to have been able to make our first 
financial grant in over 20 years to Marcham Pre-School and it is 
our hope that this is the first of many such grants that we will make 
over the coming months and years to support local community-
based organisations, groups and clubs.
We will consider grants of £250 or more and whilst we will 
normally review grant applications on a quarterly basis (Jan/Apr/
Jul/Oct) we will look to review any urgent applications within 
four weeks.  For more information on our Grant Making Policy 
and a copy of our Grant Application Form please go to www.
ansontrust.org/grant-giving. 
Our charitable objectives are fairly broad in terms of community 
support and we are particularly keen to support non-commercial 
initiatives, schemes and projects that:

•	 Help provide, maintain or expand new activities or services 
whether that be the acquisition of new equipment/kit, 
subsidy of group educational and self-development trips, 
part funding of larger projects, etc.

•	 Build stronger local organisations through training, 
awareness programmes and the promotion of diversity and 
inclusion

In short, we’re here to help so please let us and if you are not 
sure if you would qualify for a grant then by all means email us 
at ansontrustenquiries@gmail.com and we will let you know on 
a non-committal basis if your idea is the sort of thing that we 
could support.
CHRIS HILLIER
On behalf of the Trustees of the Anson Trust
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
Despite all the tempestuous, disturbing 
national news, not least the very serious 
position the world is in as far as Climate 
Emergency is concerned and the very high 
risk now that we will exceed our global 
temperature target of 1.5 degrees, councils 
have to keep going and do the best as 
possible for their residents. Below are the 
latest updates of what is happening in the 
Vale:
SUPPORT FOR STRUGGLING 
RESIDENTS
The Community Hub at the Vale and SODC have set up support 
and advice for those who are really struggling at this difficult time. 
They have sent out a leaflet with all the information which you will 
find on the Marcham website or you can contact them on 01235 
422600. 
The sort of things that are covered is advice on food support; 
housing support, including help with renting,housing advice 
and homelessness; mortgage payment support; help with home 
improvements and utility bills; council tax; debt advice; health and 
well-being advice. So please don’t suffer in silence. Check out the 
website or contact the Vale.
UKRAINIAN SUPPORT
Residents who are still supporting Ukrainian families after the 
initial 6 months will be eligible to receive an increase in their 
funding from £350 to £500 payable in arrears from !st December.
WASTE COLLECTIONS
The re-routing of bin lorries to make collections more efficient has 
been rolled out with little disruption. Where there have been a few 
issues, the waste team has responded quickly and efficiently. Also, 
residents have been encouraged to report any missed bins in the 
usual way by calling Biffa on 030000 610610. If you need to check 
your collection details you can visit Binzone at: whitehorsedc.gov.
uk/binzone
CROFTS COURT IN BOTLEY
The Community Led Housing development on Crofts Court in 
Botley is now underway and recently featured in a report on BBC 
South Today. This exciting project is made up of five one bedroom 
and three two bedroom flats which are available to those on the 
Vale housing register to apply for. The Oxfordshire Community 
Land Trust (OCLT), which is a non-for-profit organisation, has 
funded the homes and is now keen to find further sites and to work 
with town and parish councils across our districts.
SOLAR FARM PUBLIC CONSULTATION
A developer has launched a public consultation for proposals for a 
large solar farm in the Vale, West Oxfordshire and Cherwell. The 
developer proposing the Botley West Solar Farm advises that it is 
large enough to be considered a ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Project’, which means it will be determined by a government 
appointed Planning Inspector. The Vale will be responding to the 
applicant’s consultation and will be encouraging local residents 
and businesses to do the same. The project developers have posted 
consultation leaflets to over 22,000 homes and are publicising the 
consultation to the wider area. The deadline to submit any comments 
is the 15 December and there will be public events taking place across 
the area from 19 November – 5 December.
COMMUNITY GARDEN AWARDS – THE NATIONAL 
GARDEN SCHEME
Some of you will know about the CARF scheme at the Vale which 
is up and running again and encouraging residents to apply for a 
grant of up to £5000 to realise their climate focussed project. If you 
remember, Neil Rowe and his church group won £5000 towards 

rewilding and landscaping part of the churchyard. 
However, that scheme closes on November 25th 2022, but 
enthusiasts might like to apply for The National Garden Scheme 
which provides grants of £500 to £5,000 for the creation of a garden 
or a similar project (such as an allotment) with horticultural focus 
for the benefit of the local community.
Community groups, either a charity or Community Interest 
Company (CIC), can apply and each application must itemise 
the details of the costs they are planning to cover. Eligible 
costs could include, for example, site preparation (including 
hire of small mechanical tools such as rotavators), hand tools, 
plants, trees, shrubs, containers and seating. Applications will 
be accepted until 31 January 2023.Further details can be found 
if you search Community Garden Grants - National Garden 
Scheme (ngs.org.uk)

Can I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas  
and peaceful New Year!

Please do contact me if there is any subject you want to raise 
concerning VWHDC.
CATHERINE WEBBER Cllr VWHDC 
District Councillor for Marcham Ward
Phone: 07357 464699/ 01235 534001 or webbercatherine1@gmail 
.com.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
CYCLING
Since the first lockdown, like many, I have 
been moved to use my bike to get around 
much more. Whenever possible, I cycle 
to my Council Offices for meetings. I am 
past the age of being a member of the 
Lycra brigade, and as a result of pressure 
from family and wiser colleagues, I am 
now wearing my crash helmet. My car 
usage has dropped dramatically and I am becoming an expert on 
understanding how and why the X2 bus timetable behaves the way 
it does. Living in Drayton, I am fortunate to be close to a regular 
half hour bus service in most directions. Many people are not so 
lucky. If/when the buses are late, it is almost always because they 
have been held up in car traffic. It is all very well for the likes of 
me to bang on about encouraging people to use their cars much 
less, but so often the major obstacle to this is the unreliability of 
our public transport together with the safety of our cycle network. 
Here and there, we have stretches of well made, dedicated, safe 
and attractive routes for cyclists (Peepoday Lane being the classic 
example). Very few of these join up properly at present and the 
cyclist too often has to take his/her life in their hands as they try to 
negotiate busy roads and fast traffic.
Last Saturday, we decided to try a longer trip to a cup of coffee. 
Only about 20 miles + hills, but even after careful planning, it 
involved some stretches of busy roads. Most car drivers are very 
aware of the need to give cyclists (particularly those not in the 
flush of youth) plenty of room as per the new Highway Code. 
However, a significant number seem to find cyclists little more 
than an irritating obstruction. While we cannot afford to join up 
safe cycling routes as quickly as we would like, and so many of our 
roads are too narrow for dedicated cycle lanes, all of us – cyclists, 
pedestrians and car drivers have to accept the need for sharing the 
roads. In the past 30 years, the number of cars on our roads has 
doubled. That cannot be sustainable. Last Saturday, we decided to 
get off main roads wherever possible and explore usable byways. 
This involved carrying the bikes at various points and negotiating 
gates and even stiles at one point. 
On the way home, we took on the roads again and risked the traffic. 
Summing up our day, we agreed that it had been a beautiful day 

REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS
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and we were fitter than when we started and we were still alive. 
But was it enjoyable? Nowhere near as enjoyable as it should have 
been. Having been overtaken by two electric cyclists, even older 
than us, shooting up Steventon Hill, we are seriously considering 
the latest electric adaptations to normal bikes – less than half the 
price of new electric bikes. We wonder if by going a little faster on 
shared roads might actually make us safer.
A recent VWHDC publication caught my eye recently.“The 
councils intend to encourage sustainable active transport methods 
like walking and cycling, and to make maximum use of green 
spaces and the districts’ waterways as it’s widely recognised that 
spending time in the natural environment is beneficial for mental 
health and wellbeing.”
Meanwhile, OCC is heavily involved in a “Vision Zero Summit”on 
road and cycling safety.  Bring it on.
RICHARD WEBBER Cllr OCC SC & Marcham Division.
Phone 01235 534001 or email Richard.webber77@ntlworld.com

MP’S REPORT
My work experience campaign has been a 
great success and I’m very grateful to all 
of the employers who offered placements 
to local young people this year. I visited a 
number of the young people participating 
while they were on their placements and 
they had all enjoyed their time. They found 
the workplaces friendly and felt they had 
learned new things. The whole point of 
this campaign was that work experience 
placements had dried up as a result of Covid and lots of people 
working from home – but they remain a vital way for young people 
to learn the skills the workplace needs. 
It was standing room only in Westminster for the first meeting 
of the Community Energy All Party Parliamentary Group, which 
I chair and which is sponsored by Power for People. As readers 
know, I am the lead sponsor of the Local Electricity Bill, which is 
designed to remove the barriers to local generators of renewable 
energy selling that energy to local people. 
The bill now has support from 311 MPs, within touching distance 
of half of the House of Commons. There was a great atmosphere in 
the room with people having come from as far as Scotland to attend! 
The bill has changed significantly as a result of conversations 
between the campaign team and civil servants and we remain 
hopeful of seeing it incorporated into other legislation. 
Another issue I have campaigned on is anti-social behaviour. In my 
first couple of years, most of the complaints I received were about 
anti-social behaviour from unauthorised traveller camps. This is 
something I raised in the House of Commons as it was frequently 
accompanied by local people being subjected to abuse, theft and 
damage to their properties. 
In the past few months, I have received increasing complaints about 
broader anti-social behaviour and crime, including drug dealing 
and business burglaries. I have made visits to businesses that have 
been burgled – sometimes repeatedly – and I held a crime summit 
in Wantage for local people to raise the experiences they’ve been 
having directly with Thames Valley Police.See my Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/davidjohnston4wantage) for updates about 
the outcomes of this.
We also saw Back British Farming Day this month. I am a 
regular visitor to the constituency’s first-rate farms –and a regular 
consumer of their meat and dairy products! – and I see first-hand 
how hard our farmers work. We should do all we can to support 
them, not least by buying local wherever possible. 
I’ve continued my visits to every kind of organisation we have in 
the constituency – including sports clubs. I am a big sports fan and 

SNOW WHITE 
AND THE SEVEN

DWARFS 
By Ben Crocker

February 2nd, 3rd & 4th 2023
at WADS Community Centre

The Wootton Players present

tickets available from
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/wootton-players

Supported by The
National Lottery

Love.
That’s what  

you need.

If you’ve got love to give, we’d love to hear from you

oxfordshire.gov.uk/fostering 
0800 783 5724

If you’ve got love to give, we’d love to hear from you

oxfordshire.gov.uk/fostering 
0800 783 5724

have recently been to both Grove Rugby Club and Wantage Town 
FC games. We have lots of sports clubs in the constituency. They 
are almost all run by volunteers and act as a great resource for the 
community –do visit the ones near you when you can.
As ever, if I can help with anything then do please contact me via 
david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
As ever, if I can help with anything do get in touch via david.
johnston.mp@parliament.uk
DAVID JOHNSTON OBE MP, Member of Parliament for 
Wantage, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
0207 219 3858 Email: david.johnston.mp@parliament.uk
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