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GARDEN & HOUSE SERVICES

CONTAINER STORAGE

e 2 miles off the A34 Abingdon
e 24 hour CCTV
xon
® Easy Access torage
e Clean, dry and secure

Tel: 01865 390267 or 07980 262210
Email: enquiries@oxonstorage.co.uk
www.oxonstorage.co.uk

Oxford Wood Recycling

We have your DIY wood needs
covered - timber, tool hire, friendly
advice and low prices.

“Simple, easy and makes the world a better place.”
Morgan, Wood Shop customer

4 Suffolk Way, Abingdon, OX14 5JX _
‘ OXEORD Tel: 01235 861228 &\UURK

ﬁnxwzuns www.oxfordwoodrecycling.org.uk

e Scarification e Hollow Tining
e Lawn Aeration e Over Seeding
e Top Dressing ® Weed Removal
e Moss Control  Professional Service

t Lawn Treatment Experts

Contact Steve:
07894 983801 / 01865 331501

cotswolds@greensleeves-uk.com
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'ﬁ:”“ A.D.Maclean

TREE MANAGEMENT LTD

"PJ_'ofessional Tr.ee- Maiilagement throughout Oxfordshire

Tree removal Seasoned logs and kindling
Crown thinning delivered
Crown reduction and lifting

Sectional tree removals £5M Public Liability Insurance
Fruit tree pruning

Stump grinding All work carried out to
Hedge cutting BS 3998:2010

e 10-=_x Ched’(atradecom @/s

Where reputation matters o e

andrew@admtrees.co.uk . .
01865 391859 For a full list of services visit:

@admtrees www.admtrees.co.uk

= Hills

Suppliers of aggregates
and concrete for
every need

Our products include:

e ready-mixed concrete

* sand cement floor screed
e decorative aggregate

* sand, gravel and stone

1: 01865 390838

hills-quarry.co.uk

Shaun Guard S
TV AERIAL & WIFI SERVICES

B Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
B Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installations
B WiFi - blackspots cured, internal & external data cabling
B TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

2 OXFORD AERIA
www.oxfordaerials.co.uk shaun@oxfordaerials.co.u

Call us on 01235 642689

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts April 2026



Hi Everyone,

Welcome to the April Issue.
Cheers

Kay

PUBLISHER / EDITOR

Kay McKeown

c/o Marcham Village Shop

16 North Street, Marcham
OX13 6NG

Email: editor@madnews.co.uk
Website: www.madnews.co.uk
ADVERTISING

Fran Russell: adverts@madnews.co.uk
Adverts are not endorsed and MADNews makes
no guarantees as to accuracy or authenticity.
DISTRIBUTORS

Paula Utting and Claire Wright

13 Parkside, Marcham OX13 6NN

Tel: 01865 391443

PROOFREADING

The MADNews Team

DEADLINES

All entries including articles, notices,
reports and advertising:

5pm 15th of the month

ADDITIONAL COPIES

These are available from Marcham Village
Shop. Postal copies are also available —
contact the Editor.

DISCLAIMER

We apologise in advance for any errors that
may creep into MADNews (online or print), or
omissions that creep out — we don't do it on
purpose! The Editor reserves the right to alter,
omit or hold over copy to another issue. The
views expressed in the Marcham & District News
are not necessarily those of the editorial team,
who are all volunteers.

© Marcham & District News 2026

The copying of any part of this publication
without written authorisation is not permitted.
POLICE

PCSO Rich Osborn C9323 for Marcham
Richard.Osborn@thamesvalley.police.uk
Tel: 07980 924693

Or just dial 101 (non-emergency) and omit
the C from his number to leave a message.
CRIMESTOPPERS

Call 0800 555 111 (anonymous calls)

NHS NON-EMERGENCY

Call Free from any phone - 111

COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Cumnor

James Plumb

Tel: 07779 386205

Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Marcham and Shippon

Robert Clegg, 42 Harding Way, Marcham,
OX13 6FJ Tel: 07784 225290
Email:robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Other DCs

Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@
whitehorsedc.gov.uk

MP

Layla Moran layla.moran.mp@
parliament.uk

April 2026
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MARCHAM PARISH COUNCIL

FIX MY STREET

Do you know about Fix My Street for reporting
routing highway issues? This website is
an independent website, which makes it
easier to report local issues. It can be used
for reporting things which are broken, dirty,
damaged or dumped, and need fixing,
clearing or cleaning. For example these are
issues such as graffiti, dog fouling, potholes
or street lights that do not work.

It should NOT be used for things that cause
immediate danger such as fallen trees or
issues such as noise pollution, missed
wheelie bin collection or requests for new
street items e.g. zebra crossings.

More information can be found at
www.fixmystreet.com. Any reported
problems remain visible to all, which

prevents a duplication of reports being
submitted about the same thing.

LITTER PICK

The Parish Council has been informed that
two residents are organising a village litter
pick on Saturday 11th April at 9:30 a.m., with
volunteers meeting at the Marcham Centre.
Litter can make our village feel neglected,
so the Council is grateful for their initiative
and encourages residents to take part in
helping keep Marcham clean and tidy.

APPEAL FOR VOLUNTEERS

If you are passionate about your local
community, we need you. Councillors make
a huge difference to the quality of life of local
people and how local issues are dealt with.
Councils need people from all backgrounds
and experiences to reflect the communities
they represent. There are also multiple, and
varied, opportunities to volunteer for specific
groups that match your interests with how
you can help the wider community without
needing to become a Councillor. We are
particularly interested in people who are
able to contribute to identifying the core
identity of the Parish and how this can be
taken forward in a local Neighbourhood
Plan. If you wish to see how you can
contribute, develop your skills and add
to your CV while helping your community
contact the Parish Clerk, who can illustrate
the options available.

CEMETERY

The Council has received reports that items
placed on graves are being disturbed. If
your plot has been affected, please let us
know. If you have seen anything or have
any information that might help identify
those responsible, we would be grateful
if you could contact the clerk or your local
parish councillor.

COW LANE ALLOTMENTS - RATS

Rats tend to be widespread in areas with
steady food sources and places to hide. The
allotments have compost heaps, chicken
feed, water, crops and sheds. Undisturbed
heaps or bins on the soil are inviting because
rats can burrow underneath or nest inside.
As rats thrive where food is easy to reach
and shelter is undisturbed, preventing rats
on the site becomes a collective effort, and

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

the Council would ask tenants to manage
their compost heaps and overgrown areas.
These should be turned regularly and
preferably a base should be used so that the
rats cannot burrow underneath. Ensuring
compost heaps are clean and unattractive
to nesting helps reduce the rat population.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
P26/V0385/HH Install 22 ground mounted
PV panels at Bluebell House, Frilford Heath.
The Council had no objections.
P26/V0417/LDP Certificate of lawfulness
for proposed removal of false chimney to
resolve leaking roof issue at 7 Greenwood
Grove. The Parish Council had no
objections to the removal of the chimney
should planning consent be required.
P26/V0464/FUL Formation of a tennis court
within the residential curtilage of Upwood
Park (retrospective) at Upwood Park,
A420, Besselsleigh. The Council expressed
concerns regarding the retrospective nature
of the application, and would have preferred
to have had the opportunity to comment
prior to the construction of the tennis court.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Annual Electors Meeting on Thursday 14th
May 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in the village hall.
Please check the Council’'s website in case
arrangements change.

Clerk to the Council:

Mrs. L. Martin, 90 Howard Cornish Road
Tel: 01865 391833
clerk@marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk
www.marchamparishcouncil.gov.uk

Can You Help?
MADNews needs a

new team of distribution
managers as Paula and
Claire will

be stepping
down with the July issue.
If you would like to find out
more, please contact Kay
editor@madnews.co.uk

Thank you




HOUSE & GARDEN SERVICES

m Gary Drew

Electrical & Property Maintenance
* All aspects of electrical work undertaken

* NICEIC registration for your reassurance
|

™ 07912 605 012 NYEEIE
©) gary.drew@mail.com bomestic 7\
@ www.facebook.com/GDElectrical

4 60N

Frilford Decorators

Painters & Decorators
Decorative Treatments
Telephone: 01865 392866 (Frilford Heath)
Mobile: 07775 690523

References Available
Proprietor: Mr A Bunce

Oxfordshire Roofing

and Building Services
a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Flat Roofing Chimney Repointing
New Roofs De-Mossing
Guttering Tiling

Slating Facias

Small Jobs Welcome = Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 = Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

| Eeodatak, },.-

PROFESSIONAL GARDEN SERVICES
Stephen R Matthews
Tel: 01235 766412
Mobile: 07796 532356
Email: stephenmatthews.pgs@gmail.com
All aspects of work undertaken, including:
® garden clearance and restoration
e fruit tree, shrub and rose pruning
® hedgecutting
¢ fencing and landscaping.

Classic Car Restoration Race Prep

theshopws ¢

Automotive Fabrication
and Welding

Got a classic car in the garage, rusting away?

Get it back on the road with The Shop

From minor welds to full restorations

o=

MOT welding

Rust repairs

Commercial or Domestic
From Classic Cars to Race Cars
— Special projects |
Family business

Fair pricing
Call Andy @ The Shop 07739 337562

Email: theshop.ws@gmail.com
www.TheShop.ws

WASPS &

AlLinsecTs  WIZARRES RATS, MICE,
SOLAR PANEL YOUR LOCAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE MOLES &
IRREL

PROOFING PROMPT SERVICE SQUIRRELS

MARK DEARLOVE - 07446377816
01235 642689 - info@pestwizards.co.uk

Search for a local service online:

# . PEST

Oxfordshire
Mould

and Damp
Services

a good honest and reliable firm
Call today for a free estimate 07885 882689

Small Jobs Welcome < Discount for OAPs
Tel: 01865 392106 =« Mobile 07885 882689

oxfordshireroofing@yahoo.co.uk

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts
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Marcham Guides would like to thank MCG
Community Investment Fund for their very
generous donation in January which enabled us
to hold a Forensics Evening.

Hayley Scott from “The Forensics Experience”
led a brilliant session and we invited other girls
to join us from the community.

Hayley led a brilliant session where girls had to

investigate a murder scene and try to work out who the murderer
was by looking at the evidence presented, taking finger prints
and testing blood samples. The girls were all given a forensic suit
and masks to enable them to really get into the role of Forensic
scientist!

Everyone had a great evening and the leaders also got involved -
see photo of PC Lizzie Harvey.

Also this term we had a trip to the Oxford Gangshow followed by
a sleepover in the church, and a wonderful pamper evening with
foot soaking and massage, henna hand decorating, relaxing herbal
teas, face masks and silly socks.

We are now busy working on a Biodiversity badge and had a talk
by Charlotte from the Wildlife Trust. After the Easter break we will
be making mini ponds, litter picking and visiting Sutton Courtney
Nature Reserve for pond dipping and exploring.

Girls who are 10 or nearly 10 are very welcome to join our thriving
unit at any time; we meet on Monday evenings in term time at the
Marcham Centre small hall from 7 - 8.30pm. contact Jill Rowe for
more details 07811 165351.

Changes to the Waste Collections
Normal collection day Revised collection day
Wednesday 8 April Thursday 9 April

MORSELS

Join us for a family friendly concert
featuring a variety of musical genres in a
warm welcoming atmosphere

wille

TABLE TOP SALE
Hanney WM Hall

10 till 2pm Saturday 18th April
Crafts, knitted gifts, toys,
LR tombolas, raffle, hot & cold food
Becky — VGethar Something for Everyone!
and f.www{;f Hanney Fundraisers for CRUK

. Supporting Churchill Hospital Research
SA”%"USF:’E)":YC:‘;’;":' rgéﬂqu v To book a table call 01235 868527
- . _-M/%% CANCER
ood & Drinks at 5pm b * RESEARCH
Tickets on door: £5 Adults - .,ﬁw UK

April 2026 MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk 5



HOUSEHOLD SERVICES
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QT Carpentry Ltd<=3s
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Your traditional carpentry firm local to you, who cover all aspects of carpentry
with just some meplu mentioned below.

Stuart Gardner

07885 266965
01865 391110 /
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Nick Trinder
07831 773804
01235 224177
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FLOORINGPECKING

Give us a call today for a quotation.

DOOR HANGING

Unit 116 Grove Business Centre, Wantage, Oxfordshire, 0X12 9FA
www.gtcarpentry.com )

MOSSINATOR®

ROOF CLEANING SYSTEMS

| mfo@mossmator co.uk
01865 362797

6 Search for a local service online:

DIRTY CARPETS, UPHOLSTERY, RUGS

Most carpets dry within the hour

Unhbeatable resuits, removes almost
all spots & stains

G@BUSTERS

01865 726983
ABINGDON 01235 555533
WITNEY 01993 868924

Callum Hodnett

www.secure-electrical.co.uk

info@secure-electrical.co.uk

Installation & Maintenance-Inspection & Testing

Single & 3 Phase =
nNE =

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

MANSBRIDGE

PLUMBING AND HEATING DIVISION

Boiler Breakdown & Maintenance

We can carry out a variety of work including but not
limited to:

Landlord/Homeowner gas safe certificates
Gas and oil boiler services and breakdowns
New boiler installations
Bathroom installations

Please contact us on
07493 924830 or 01865 321183

We are a Checkatrade Approved and a CHAS
Accredited contractor so you can be sure of a high
standard of service.

Checkatrade.com
Sdie Where reputation mattess.

Peter L Mansbridge & Son Ltd

Registered Office: 11 Sandleigh Road, Wootton, Abingdon, Oxon, OX13 6DP
Registered No: 5196759 VAT No 448 6305 34

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts April 2026



Photo of the Great White Egret by David Eccles)

Marcham

SQCIETY

THE MIDWEEK WALK
Thursday 2nd April at 12.30pm
Please contact walks@marchamsociety.org.uk

THE ASTRONOMY GROUP
A round-up of recent astronomy sightings
followed by a short talk on
"Steeple Aston Observatory" by Tim Haymes
Wednesday 15th April at 7.30pm
Small Hall, Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, OX13 6TY
Please contact: astronomy@marchamsociety.org.uk

THE MONTHLY TALK

“The Wildlife of Radley Lakes”
a talk by David Guyoncourt
Monday 27th April at 7.30 for 7.45pm
Main Hall, Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, OX13 6TY

. Radley Lakes is a floodplain area beside
the Thames which over time has evolved
4 into a wide variety of habitats. For
many centuries it consisted mainly of
° pasture with few trees. Then gravel was
quarried and the pits became lakes.
Subsequently at the end of the 20th
century many of the pits were filled with

1 ash from Didcot Power Station and these

~ soon became a new unique habitat. The
site was allowed to rewild and a variety of terrestrial and
aquatic habitats evolved.

David Guyoncourt has surveyed the flora and fauna of
the Radley Lakes area since 1974 for county and national
organisations. With the threat to Radley Lakes in the 1990's
David became a founder member of Save Radley Lakes and
is now a Trustee of the Radley Lakes Trust.

David’s talk will describe some of the flora and fauna which
inhabit this splendid wildlife area.

Members free of charge, Guests welcome at £5
www.marchamsociety.org.uk
Facebook: marchamsociety

Please contact: admin@marchamsociety.org.uk

Games Morning

Enjoy a chat over a friendly game of
. Scrabble, Mexican Train dominoes,
Rummikub,...

Newcomers of all ages
always welcome and
we like learning new games!

Every Monday
10.30-12 noon
Duffield Place Lounge

No charge (optional small donation for
coffee/tea/biscuits)

April 2026

MARCHAM \%1/

It is with much regret that Marcham WI was
suspended after our March 2026 meeting. The
committee would like to thank all the members,
past and present, for their support over many
years and send everyone their very best wishes.

For further information on other local branches,
please contact the Oxfordshire Federation of Women's

Institutes by email at ofwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk, or
phone on 01869 331081

1 "‘ﬁar.. '

Test your knowledge with our monthly questions

Who is the new Archbishop of Canterbury?

What is the capital of Albania?

What is the fastest land animal?

Who won the 2026 Super Bowl?

Which airport is the world’s busiest by passenger

numbers?

What is the currency of China?

Which record label is closely associated with the city of

Detroit?

8. By what name is the French tyre-based animated
character Mr. Bibendum better known?

9.  Which city is most associated with diamond merchants?

Which team plays at the Stadium of Light?

Who wrote Wuthering Heights?

How many medals did Team GB win at the 2026 Winter

Olympics?

agrwNE

No

Answers on page 19

Horse Race Night

Friday 24™ April Doors open at 7:30pm
First race at 8:00pm

£20 per table (up to 6) includes bottle of fizz

Adults Only
Cash Only Event !

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

ELECTRICIAN

DANIEL KERR

M: 07817 457 832

E: Daniel-Electrician@outlook.com
87, HAMFIELD, WANTAGE

KEEP IT LOCAL!
Discount For Neighbours
& Over 65’s

DK ELECTRICAL SERVICES

City & Guilds / Insured / 7 day Service / No Call-Out Charge /
Emergencies / No Higher Rate For Sundays/B.Holidays

~

USE CODE
MARCHAM10
FOR 10% OFF

Scan the
QR code
to visit our
website

We fit flooring that lasts,
and we do it right.

LVT, carpet & wood

Expert supply & fitting

Honest advice, no pressure

Call us on 01235 376 096
or visit our website
athertonflooring.co.uk

Family Run Newspaper Delivery Service
Delivering In Marcham
Surrounding Areas.

Get your favourite newspapers and
magazines delivered.

Please call or emgil us to start
your delivery.

If you are over 13 years old and would be
interested in delivering newspapers for
us please call or email us.

Call: 01235 763134
Email: contact@rowesnews.co.uk
www.rowesnewsmarket.co.uk
18 Wallingford Street, Wantage

THE
lll Oxford THE WINDOW REPAIR &

l.. WINDOW REPAIR RENOVATION SPECIALISTS

—— COMPANY

= Sash and casement windows restored
= Rotten and failing wood replaced
= Profassional paint finish inside and out
® Failed putty and glazing replaced

Call 07880 560403 for a free estimate,

or for more information visit our website www.oxfordwindowrepair.com

= Specialists in wood treatments,
varnishes and finishes

= Fineo vacuum glazing specialists

= Secondary glazing supplied and fitted

=\fintage window specialist

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts
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OUR

Marcham Village Shop & Post Office
16 North St, Marcham OX13 6NG
Call us: Shop 391993/ Post Office 391940
Facebook: marchamvillageshop

Easter Opening

We will be closed from Friday 3 April to Monday 6 April
inclusive, re-opening on Tuesday 7 April at 08:30

Easter will be upon us by the time you read this, so we’re hoping
that you're enjoying this little break as we are and, for those that
love chocolate, we hope you've had plenty!

As the shop will be closed over the long Easter
; Bank Holiday weekend, Hedges orders placed that
HD G week will be available for collection on Thursday
2nd April after 2 pm. Order forms and price list are

available in the shop.

We hope that we offer you most of your

daily needs from general groceries,

alcohol, cigarettes, gifts and cards

through to locally-sourced products,

dry-cleaning and a hot drinks vending

machine. In addition, the Post Office

now now provides services that your local bank
did. You can use us for your basic banking needs including cash
withdrawals, cash deposits and cheque deposits (not applicable
to all banks). In addition:

you can park for free outside of the shop

if you need to catch the bus, you can pop in while you
wait, or on your way home

the shop and post office are open every day Monday to
Friday and %2 day on Saturday — whatever the weather

we are here to serve you!

NEWSFLASH

Stamps are going up again on 7 April, but you can buy your
stamps in advance and get them at the current price. These
are the new prices for just some of the postal items below:

Class & Letter Size up Current Price from 7 Price

| to100g Price April Increase |
First — standard £1.70 £1.80 +10p

First — large £2.60 £3.30 +70p
Second — standard 87p 91p
Second — large £1.55 £1.55 0

As a trial, we have started to

stock Beau Busby Jewellery. i#

This is a locally made costume

jewellery product hand made

from polymer clay. Each item

is unique and prices start from | ®

£6.00. All the items are on Wi ™5 <
display in the shop — perfect for a birthday present, thank you
gift or just for you. Come and see for yourself.

Normal opening hours are as below:

Monday — Friday: 0830-1700
Saturday: 0830-1200
Sundays & Bank Holidays: Closed

THANK YOU, AS ALWAYS,
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT

April 2026

—— Marcham Farmers’ Market ———

The Hungry Gap

Have you ever heard people talk about the “hungry gap”? They
are referring to the period between March and early May when
stored winter crops such as potatoes, squash, carrots, and
onions are running low but spring crops like lettuce, spinach,
and radishes are not yet ready to harvest. It can be a challenging
time for local growers with fewer crops ready for sale, but the
work of preparing the next season is already well underway.
Seeds are being sown, solil is being prepared, and infrastructure
is being repaired after winter storms. It's a period of high labour
but low harvest, which can place pressure on small farms that
rely on regular market sales.

This year’'s very wet winter and early spring rains across the
UK have made things even harder. Waterlogged soils have
delayed planting and made field work difficult. In some cases,
early sowings have been delayed while growers wait for ground
to dry out.

But there are clear signs of the new season arriving. Longer days,
blossom on trees, buzzing bees and the first young seedlings in
gardens all remind us that fresh local food will soon return.

To celebrate the arrival of spring and support local food growing,
we’re planning a Community Table at the April Farmers Market.
We hope it will become a friendly hub where people can swap
seeds and seedlings, share any recently split plants, ask
questions, and learn more about what's happening locally.

We're looking for a few volunteers to help run the Community
Table during the April Market. Tasks would include welcoming
visitors, sharing information, and helping set up or pack down
the table.

No specialist knowledge is needed — just enthusiasm and
a willingness to chat with people about food, growing, and
community.

If you'd like to get involved or learn more, please get in touch.
Even an hour of your time would make a big difference.

Together we can help support local growers and celebrate the
start of a new growing season.

We are looking for volunteers to join our friendly team.
Please contact us on facebook.com/marchamfarmersmarket
or farmersmarket@thirstycafemarcham.com

MILTON HILL
BOWLING CLUB

miItonhiIIbo_vvlsclub.Wixsite.com/ho_me

Potash Lane, Milton Heights, OX14 4DR
(enter by Redrow’s new Blaise Park)

Open Week-End

2pm - 5pm Saturday 11th April

A R K
s

Bowils for all ages and a fun way to keep fit and flexible
First year’s membership free
No experience necessary, just turn up
Flat shoes preferred, but overshoes can be provided

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk



10

HOUSEHOLD SERVICES

W deam Ovans

...s0 you don’t have to!

Call us today to have your cooking

appliances sparkling, using our own
eco friendly products.

# Our oven cleaning experts will leave
you free to enjoy your
valuable leisure time.

s
TRUSTIST
5.0/5.0

30303030 3K

Local | National | Affordable

GallToDAY for @4 235 239938

LOCAL Service: ovenu.co.uk/oven_deaning/south-oxon

Sharman Roofing
GRP fibreglass flat-roofing specialist

tiling, slating, leadwork, guttering and fascias,
new builds, re-roofs, extensions and sheds

all work considered, call Mark on
07979 791075
msharmanroofing@gmail.com

Aravel agent &
Every TRIPLA holiday begins with a
conversation.

By understanding what you truly
love, we create seamless journeys
that reflect your individual style with
every detail taken care of.

To discover more and start your travel planning
www. hellotripla.com/frilford
carsten.lund@hellotripla.com
WhatsApp 07822 034871
or call 020 3026 9936

Search for a local service online:

Local Renewable Installers

ELE
[

[R1%H4
SCAN FOR
WEBSITE

AES

ALTERNATIVE

ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

WWW.aespv.com
07739 313994

Solar PV ¢ EV ¢ Batteries

Martin Gilbert

Motor Repairs Ltd
Local Family Run Business

VEHICLE REPAIR & SERVICE CENTRE

For all Makes & Models
Hybrid & Electric Vehicle Repair & Service Centre
Cars & Light Commercial Repairs Including;
17 Seater Minibuses & Vans up to 3.5 Tonnes
Engine Management & Electrical Repairs

MOTs WHILE YOU WAIT
Carried out to a High Standard by Qualified Technicians
Tel: 01235 553055 - Radley Rd Industrial Estate
Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 3RY
www.martingilbertmotorrepairs.co.uk

E: richard@martingilbert.co.uk

“GChomas [@ﬂea-zg; & Sans

[Independent Family Run Business
Wood » Carpet » Vinyl + Sanding

- 07940 517 990 | 01865 821 311
- mail@thomascleary.co.uk

» www.thomascleary.co.uk

» 21 West St Helens Street,
Abingdon, OX14 5BL

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts April 2026



LittleAngels

@
'g;h Marcham

Spring has arrived at Little Angels

There has been a real sense of magic at Little Angels this month
as we have welcomed the change in seasons. With blue skies
above and the first signs of spring all around us, our Little Angels
have been making the most of the fresh air and brighter days.
You may even have spotted us out and about in the village,
enjoying nature, exploring our surroundings, and soaking up the
spring sunshine.

The changing season has inspired so much of our play and
learning. We loved celebrating St David’'s Day, with our Little
Angels getting wonderfully creative as they painted daffodils
in a very special way by using leeks. It was such a fun and
memorable activity, and a lovely way to introduce the children
to seasonal change, culture, texture, colour, and creativity
all at once. We also enjoyed using different materials in our
play, including our dragon costumes, which brought plenty of
imagination, laughter, and excitement to our days.

It has not just been our Little Angels who have been busy. Our
“Big Angels” have also been hard at work behind the scenes,
giving their time over the weekend to completely revamp our
rooms. With brand new furniture and beautifully refreshed
spaces, our nursery is looking more magical than ever. Every
corner has been thoughtfully designed to spark curiosity,
wonder, and a love of learning, creating an environment that
feels warm, inspiring, and full of possibility.

One of our favourite new additions has to be our stunning reading
tree in the reading garden. It has already become such a special
part of our nursery, creating a cosy and enchanting space where
stories can come to life and imaginations can grow. It really is a
little piece of magic for our children to enjoy each day.

At Little Angels, we believe the environment plays such an
important role in a child’s early years experience, and we are so
proud to keep creating spaces where our children feel inspired,
nurtured, and excited to learn.

If you have recently found out you are expecting a Little Angel
of your own, it is never too early to book a visit. Our waiting list
is very busy, so do not be put off into thinking it is too soon.
We always love welcoming new families to come and see what
makes Little Angels such a special place. You can find out more
on our website.

The Marcham Little Angels Team
T: 01865 819992
E: joinus@littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
W: www.littleangelschildcaregroup.co.uk
Facebook @MarchamLittleAngels
Instagram @Little_Angels_Childcare_Group
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MARCHAM PRE-SCHOOL

With spring just around the corner,

we have been teaching the children
about new life and growth. As part
of this theme we have been nurturing
frogspawn, explaining what might
happen next and encouraging
the children to draw what
they see.

Investigation station

What do you know
about the life cycle

Having set up an
investigation station

to watch the changes

the children have been
fascinated by the changes
and they are eager to check
in on them each day.

We've offered a simple frog
lifecycle sheet to colour,
cut and display and we're all
looking forward to a visit
from Zoolab UK soon with
more animals and minibeasts
to learn about.

To find out more about
Marcham Pre-school please contact us at admissions.mps@
outlook.com

Nicky Sanford, Early Years Teacher

Marcham Pre-school

01865 392101 email marcham-preschool@hotmail.co.uk
www.marcham-preschool.weebly.com

\- — - - J

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

Join friends, neighbours & families =
for a morning of rummumty spirit 'IL' _

and fresh air, s

Every bag collected makes a difference! S

Litter pickers & bags provid

« All ages welcome (Children must be sapervi
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY

Mobile Foot Health Professional covering
10 mile radius around Wantage SLIM WITH GRACE

Alison Love wmcrip marnp At Preston Road Community

Foot Health Professional 4 C S/Imﬂ 7 Centre, Abingdon
07768276718 ) 96 W Mondays 5.30pm and 7.00pm
Treatments include diabetic assesment touching hearts, changing ives - At Marcham Centre

Corns Calluses Verrucas & Nails Tuesdays 5.30pm and 7.30pm

alison@foothealthwithlove.co.uk . CALL GRACE 07807 707925
www.foothealthwithlove.co.uk

. e,
Kilbey & Clarke

Will Writers and Estate Practitioners

(;/

KilbeyandClarke

ABBEY CHIROPODY &

* Wills from £175
* Lasting Power of Attorney from £195, £350 for 2 LPAs
* Inheritance Protection

* .

Probate L 21-27 Coxeter House Abingdon OX14 5AJ
* Will storage: Annual or lifetime
* Local, friendly, professional with home visits Tel 01235 530577

e . Foce~ Safe to do
Nigel Kilbey Member SWW Rl A 2 ’ . .

S b < b th

07734 051258 / 01235 868266 | = [Aag] « —oroos W www.abingdonchiropody.com

% Pl o T T
Vg Code Compliant HCPC Registered Chiropodists & Podiatrists

www.kilbeyandclarke.co.uk
wills@kilbeyandclarke.co.uk

Surgery and Home Visits available. Free Parking in Coxeters Yard

anson 4% VANQUISH
; PRINT SOLUTIONS
£96,000 IN GRANTS APPROVED IN 4 YRS

AND ANOTHER £11,000 sTiLL AVAILABLE

Does Your Organisation, Society, Group or Club

Need Help with Funding Marcham Area Activities? Booklets - Business Cards - Business Stationery - Banners
Cards & Invites - Flyers & Leaflets - Newsletters « Posters

IF THE ANSWER IS “YES” TO THIS QUESTION THEN THE Point of Sale Print - Presentation Folders - Seasonal

ANSON TRUST MAY BE ABLE TO HELP YOU Signage & Displays - Stickers & Labels - Duplication Pads
For more information on our grant application process and Drop us a message for wore info
policy please visit ansontrust.org/grant-giving
. .. . : \
or email us at ansontrustenquiries@gmail.com _Ca"' 07809 5,6669,2 .
Reg’d Charity No. 1107174 info@vanquishprintsolutions.co.uk

V?ciy"s After »Sche& Club

Breakfast and After School Club 07.45 — 08.45 Breakfast Club
now open at Marcham Primary School 15.15 — 18.15 After School Club
Providing quality, affordable and accessible M.onday-F-riday term time only

childcare for children aged 4-11 years of age
g y g Vicky Hickman Tel No: 07887711454

We offer your child ... o .
A happy, safe and secure setting, allowing them to learn and Email: info@vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk
website: www.vickysafterschoolclub.co.uk

develop freely within the play centred environment,

the opportunity to take responsibility Playworker Vacancies available
for themselves and their actions please get in touch for more information
AT B WTLT AN AS W T ADRITE B FTLTEA N LS WITE. & T

Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts April 2026
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Marcham Centre

MCG INVESTING IN MARCHAM: YOUR
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT FUND AT WORK!

The Marcham Community Group (MCG) is delighted to share
an update on some of the latest projects supported by our
Community Investment Fund (CIF). This fund ensures that the
income generated by our community bar facilities is ring-fenced
and reinvested directly back into the village, supporting the spaces
and activities that make Marcham a vibrant place to live in.

OUR CHALLENGE TO YOU: LET’S FILL THE HALL!

By keeping our rates low, we are making a conscious investment in
our village. However, to keep the hall sustainable and thriving, we
have a 'call to arms' for all residents: Let’s increase our occupancy!

If you’ve been thinking about starting a project or hosting an
event, now is the perfect time to make it happen. We want to see
the lights on and the rooms buzzing every day of the week.

PROTECTING OUR PLAYING FIELDS

Our most significant recent approval is a vital £10,800 investment

in the Anson Field. Following an application from the Field

Committee, the Trustees have approved a major renovation

project to "act now and save later."

e The Work: Specialist "verti-draining" to 175mm depth to
improve drainage, alongside high-grade feeding and seeding.

e The Benefit: Whether you're playing competitive sports,
attending "toddler football," or just walking the dog, this
ensures our primary outdoor space remains high-quality and
safe for everyone.

SUPPORTING OUR SCHOOL: MARCHAM PTFA

We are excited to support the Marcham Primary School Parent,

Teacher & Friends Association (PTFA). The PTFA wanted to cover the

hire of the large hall, kitchen, and hub for up to four major events.

e Strengthening Ties: A recent survey showed that 91% of
parents and carers prefer hosting events at the Marcham
Centre.

e Maximizing Impact: By using the CIF to cover room hire,PTFA
ensured that 100% of the money they raised went directly
toward classroom resources, books, and school trips for the
school's 190 pupils.

e Community Spirit: These events—often held on Friday nights or
weekend afternoons—are key to building relationships between
staff, parents, and the wider village.

STRENGTHENING YOUTH GROUPS:
MARCHAM GUIDES

We also continue to support our local Guides. The CIF helps our
volunteer-led organisations bridge the gap between their core
income and the rising costs of providing great experiences for our
young people.

The Trustees have been working closely with the Guides leadership
to ensure that the unit can continue to offer a diverse range of
activities—from local cinema trips to skills development—without
placing an undue financial burden on families.

LOOKING FORWARD

The MCG is proud to provide this "seed funding" to get projects
off the ground. Do you have a project that needs support? The CIF
is here for the community. If you are part of a local group with a
project that needs a helping hand, please get in touch with the
Trustees admin@marcham.org. We are always looking for ways
to put your community funds to good use.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
e Quiz Nights (Adults only) —
Friday 17 April. 7.30pm for prompt 8pm start.
e Easter Egg Hunt — Saturday 4 April
e Race Night — Friday 24 April
e Big Marcham Weekend — Friday 8 and Saturday 9 May
Marcham Centre, Barrow Close, Marcham OX13 6TY 0
enquiries@marchamcentre.org www.marchamcentre.org l o '

Operated by Marcham Community Group (MCG)
Registered in England 7470307 Charity No. 1144407

L' g

MADNews 2026 Photography Competition

We are asking for photographers to submit a single A4 glossy
print in the same orientation as the cover (vertical) with your
name and contact details on the back. One entry per person,
to be judged at the Big Marcham Weekend on Saturday 9th
May. Entry box is in Marcham Village Shop and the deadline
for entries is 5pm on Monday 20th April.

The judging will be done by public vote at the Big Weekend
and the ones chosen will be contacted to provide a hi-
resolution jpg/tiff of their image.

Rules:

« Entries must be submitted by 5pm on Monday 20th April
2026

» One entry per person

* No age restrictions

e The photos must be your own work and not Al generated,
but you may manipulate them to enhance colours, blur
backgrounds etc

e They may show people but you must obtain written
permission from each person featured.

* No obscene or violent images will be accepted

The MADNews Team reserve the right to disqualify any
entries that do not abide by the rules.

e

April 2026
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BABY AND TODDLER GROUP
a group for small people and their grown-ups

=

All Saints Church, Marcham

Tuesday 10:00 - 11:30am
« 14" April
o 2V April
W 25" April
& 5" May
g 12" May
V) 19" May
HALF TERM

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk




PERSONAL & SOCIAL

Town Furlong Cattery

Kingston Road, Frilford
01865 391864
www.townfurlong.co.uk

The right care,
in the home
you love.

L A Care provides personal,
round-the-clock live-in support
that puts dignity, continuity
and warmth at the heart of
every day.

Also offering trusted hourly
home visits across Oxfordshire.

@ 01235 606 200

9 enquiries@lacare.co.uk
www.lacare.co.uk -

Care employer of the year.

B&B Rafters §

1. 0.0.0.8 .1
Bed & Breakfast

Abingdon Road
Marcham

Contact Mrs Sigrid Grawert
Tel 01865 391298
Abingdon, Oxfordshire enquiries@bnb-rafters.co.uk

OX13 6NU www. bnb-rafters.co.uk

Join us and discover
a place to relax

14 Search for a local service online: www.madnews.co.uk/adverts

Slimming World el
With Bec lq

SOUTH ABINGDON i
Preston Road
Community Centre

0X14 5NR

SATURDAYS

8.00am & 9:30am

For more information contact

Becky 07789 991112

Specialist Live-in Care

At Mumby!'s Live-in Care, we are passionate about providing
outstanding care. We believe everyone deserves to live safely in the
comfort of their own homes. Our bespoke live-in support is designed
to maintain independence, dignity, and personal routines.

Dementia | Respite Care | Complex Care | Palliative Care

Speak to us today: ) s EiE
1 Egrrﬁ.gfﬁﬁ.’: E

() 01865 391187
info@mumbys.com

Edward Carter

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

24 HOUR SERVICE
DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST

A private, family business, upholding the
traditional values of dignity and respect

info@edcarterfd.co.uk REICIS
OMMITMENT i
%\WSSION Golden Charte\r/ , = T
- 5

Abingdon'’s Longest Established Independent Family Funeral Directors

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, 0X14 1QS

01235 528293

www.edcarterfd.co.uk
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SPORT REPORT

FOOTBALL

Congratulations to Marcham Colts U12 team who got their photo
on the back page of the Abingdon Herald as reported on the
Marcham Facebook page by Sandra Hill on 20th February.

Since my last report, Marcham First team has won 3 games and
lost 1 and is joint top of the Table with Berinsfield. Marcham
Second Team has won 2 and lost 2 games sitting comfortably in
mid-table and with 2 games in hand against the second placed
team (Berinsfield Reserves) but face a real struggle to reach the
Table leaders Drayton Reserves. Marcham Vets has been busy
with 5 games played since my last report, winning one game
against Holyport Vets (Hooray!). Holyport is a small town near
Maidenhead but is a long way from any water (e.g the Thames)
and got its name from the old English ‘Horig Port’ meaning Muddy
Market Town! It has 3 more public houses than Marcham.

CRICKET

England men’s team were disappointed in the recent T20 World
Cup held in India, but here in Marcham the regular walkers over
the soon-to-be lush meadow of the playing field will have noticed
the cricket square has had its first cut of the season. A frisson of
excitement has rippled through the village in anticipation of the
start of this season.

AUNT SALLY

| notice that The Crown is advertising its Aunt Sally ‘pitch’ and
seeking players for next season on Facebook. Registration
for the 2026 season took place on 16th March in the Abingdon
Conservative Club. The fixture list will become available once all
teams are registered.

("‘ I
Cc

OXFORDSHIRE ARTWEEKS 2026

Festival Guides will be available
from 27 March. Contact details below.

Are you interested in joining Artweeks 20277
Would you like to know more?
Pop along for a cuppa and a chat.

I'll be at home, in my studio,
Saturday 11™" April - 10am

| am also open for Artweeks 2,3,7,8,9 May
11am - 6pm

PI p Stacey OXFORDSHIRE

Artist a RT
Pear Tree Cottage

7 Packhorse Lane
Marcham OX13 6NT WEEKS

Kingston Bagpuize & Southmoor

7%

Featuring-
Target bowls

.-.’
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Image: Wikimedia Commons Agatha Christie
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FOOD AND DRINK

Crown@oaktavems co.uk
01865 259333

EVENTS

The Arts Society Abingdon LECTURE

Wednesday 15th April,
10.30am and 2.00pm
Abbey Cinema, Abbey Close,
Abingdon OX14 3JD

The Eccentric World of Agatha Christie
Benedict Morrison

Agatha Christie is one of the most
adapted writers of all time. These
adaptations, however, have often been
critiqued as nothing more than gentle
exercises in period nostalgia. If this is
the case, it raises the question of why
have they attracted some of the most
brilliant actors of all time? This lecture
goes on a trip through decades of
Christie adaptations, exploring how the
performances of John Gielgud, Maggie Smith Albert Flnney (to
name but a few) help to express the uniquely eccentric world of
Christie’s work

oooooooo

The talk will be held at The Abbey Cinema at 10.30 and 2pm.
Visitors are very welcome to attend this lecture, cost £6.00.
Lectures last 1 hour but allow extra time for announcements.
For more information on future lectures and other activities see
theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

or email info@theartssocietyabingdon.org.uk

Search for a local service online:

Millets _—

FARM CENTRE

FIELD | FAMILY | FORK

2 uIQus
, Iocal yoeat

e
L) ¥ i 3
r ( /i
. M " ’
exceptional sefe

available in our Butchéry Counter

Kingston Road | Frilford | Nr. Abingdon | OX13 5HB
www.milletsfarmcentre.com

SAUNA
AT

THE
FARM

A wild spa experience in the heart
of Frilford, Oxan.

sis with a wood fired
cold immersion
s, changing
facility, autclaou itchen and bar
Available for rental for private
events all year round.

A secluded oz

Drop in Communal Sauna
sessions available every week.

esaunaatthefarm

www.madnews.co.uk/adverts
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A Worm'’s Open Letter to Builders Who Keep
Calling My Home “Just Dirt”
By Wriggles T. Earthworm, Long Time Soil Resident

and Part Time Aeration Specialist

Before I begin, let me wriggle something out of the way. I am
tired, exhausted even, of hearing humans, especially builders
in large boots, refer to the ground as “dirt.” Dirt! As if the
entire subterranean world were nothing more than a messy
inconvenience stuck to your wheelbarrow. I assure you, from
the perspective of someone who literally eats, sleeps, and
romances in this stuff, soil is very much alive.

Let me take you on a brief tour of my neighbourhood, since
you seem determined to bulldoze it without so much as a
polite knock.

The Microbe Metropolis

Down  here, billions of
microbes bustle about like
tiny commuters. They break &
down organic matter, recycle
nutrients, and generally keep
the whole place running. Think
of them as the unsung civil
servants of the underground. They don’t get holidays. They &
don’t get pensions. They don’t even get names. But they work |
harder than any cement mixer you’ve ever operated.

The Fungal Motorway

You may think your motorway system is impressive, but
have you ever seen a mycelial network? Fungi weave vast
underground highways, transporting nutrients from one end of
the soil to the other with the efficiency of a well trained postal
service, if the postal workers that is, were glowing white threads
with a flair for dramatic expansion.

Root Row

This is the leafy suburb where plant roots mingle, trade
sugars, and gossip about rainfall. They’re constantly chatting
with fungi, microbes, and, occasionally, me. (I'm not saying
I'm popular, but I've been known to help a carrot achieve its
full potential.)

Worm Borough (Population: Many, All Fabulous)

My district is a thriving community of tunnels, compost heaps,
and the occasional awkward encounter with a mole. We worms
are the soil’s architects. We aerate, we mix, we enrich. We are, in
short, the reason your tomatoes don't taste like disappointment.

And yet, despite all this, you stand above us declaring, “Shift
that dirt over there.” Dirt! You might as well walk into a
cathedral and say, “Nice shed.”

Soil Isn’t Just Alive, It Keeps You Alive

Without soil, you’d have no vegetables, no timber, no cotton, no
gardens, no parks, and nowhere to drop your sandwich crumbs
(which, by the way, we appreciate). Soil filters your water,
stores your carbon, and supports your buildings, yes, even the
ones you insist on plonking directly on top of my living room.

So please, on behalf of the entire underground community, I
beg you: stop calling it dirt. Call it soil. Respect it as a living
ecosystem. Call it a living ecosystem at least. Call it the bustling,
breathing, wriggling miracle it is.

Or at the very very least, call it something that’s respectful while
you're stomping around up there. We worms have feelings too,
you know.

Happy Gardening!

Stuart Mabbutt,

Wildlife Gardening Specialist

01865 747243

www.wildmaninspires.co.uk

/
[ Vi WILDMAN |
( \2 Y ENVEE\ONMENTAL =-®

\a

yseldsun) )|Je|5 egbﬁes :eﬁeuu

April 2026

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk

ALL SAINTS’ & ST LUKE’S CHURCHES

www.marcham-with-garford.org. uk

EASTER

AT ALL SAINTS® & ST.LUKE'S

EASTER SUNDAY - 5TH APRIL)
SUNRISE SERVICE AT ST, LUKE'S

J0AM: EASTER DAY FAMILY COMMUNION)|

PLLSE CHICK GUR WERSITE TOR SETALS NEARCE THE TIL

Is there anyone in charge, and if there is, would we trust them?
So far in 2026, there have been plenty of reasons to feel anxious
about the state of our world, maybe more reasons than ever:
the ongoing war in Ukraine, the scandal and political turmoil
associated with Jeffrey Epstein, and now the conflict in Iran and
across the middle east, to name but a few. The latter affects
us all with global markets disturbed and prices increasing. Of
course, the world has endured periods of unrest plenty of times
before, but we may not have done so, and not quite like this. It's
an unsettling time, and when things feel out of control people
tend to look towards the solid ground of familiar things... family,
friends, and faith. After he was raised from the dead, Jesus said,
“all authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.” That
could be dismissed as the empty boast of a megalomanic, were it
not for the evidence that backs up his claim: his life, his teaching,
his miracles, and supremely, his resurrection from the dead. A
defeater of death has a unique claim to ultimate authority. So
Christians believe Jesus is in charge of his world, and he has
done plenty to prove himself worthy of our trust. That doesn’t
mean our lives and the world about us will be free from turmoil
and pain. But it does mean there is hope, and hope is what we all
need. The spring seasons of Easter, Ascension and Pentecost
are a great time to reflect of this. Week by week, Sunday by
Sunday, our churches offer plenty of opportunities to discover
and deepen our sense of faith and hope in our troubled and
troubling world.

REVD PHIL ROWLANDSON.

Contacts:

Revd. Nick Weldon Vicar vicar@allsaintsmarcham.org 01865 391962
Phil Rowlandson Curate curate@allsaintsmarcham.org

Rob Finch Youth Worker youth@allsaintsmarcham.org

Jill Rowe Children & Families minister families@allsaintsmarcham.org
Tamsin Gilbert Parish Administrator info@allsaintsmarcham.org
Website: www.marcham-with-garford.org.uk

Regular Sunday services at All Saints' Church, Marcham
10.30am: Morning Service ® 6pm: Evening Service
Wednesday Holy Communion 10.30am at Duffield Place

ST LUKE’S, GARFORD

St Luke’s is open for quiet prayer 11am-12pm on Sundays with no
morning service.

Easter Sunday 5 April, 6.15am Sunrise Service
led by Rev’d Phil Rowlandson

Sunday 3 May, 6pm Sung Evensong
led by Rev’d Nick Weldon
Sunday 7 June, 6pm Communion Service

led by Rev’d Nick Weldon
Contact: st.lukes@allsaintsmarcham.org

As we enjoy the simple beauty of
Spring in Garford - brighter mornings,
blossom, and the brilliant greens of
trees and hedgerows coming into
leaf — we are offered a powerful
reminder of the promise of renewal
that Easter brings. Our Sunrise Service
is an opportunity to gather, reflect and
begin again with hope and we would
love you to join us there, details above.
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DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
With conflict in the Middle East pushing
up energy prices once again, it feels
appropriate to focus on energy this
month. The Vale is making great
progress decarbonising its leisure
centres, with solar panels installed on
roofs and measures taken to reduce
energy use. Waste collection is proving
more challenging, but we are laying the
groundwork now for more electric Refuse
Collection Vehicles once the battery
range improves. All of this is crucial to reducing our emissions, but it
is also a sound financial investment: using less expensive imported
energy reduces operational costs and so will more than pay back for
itself.

But beyond the Vale's operations, what can we do to help the district
as a whole?

LOCAL AREA ENERGY PLAN

With electrification comes a challenge to the electric grid and so
the Vale is one of a group of organisations drawing up a Local Area
Energy Plan (LAEP) for how best to adapt Oxfordshire’'s energy
network. I'm especially involved in this, previously through my
role as Chair of the Climate Emergency Advisory Committee and
now as the Cabinet Member with Climate Action in my portfolio.
The first phase — data collection and modelling what's possible —
was completed last year and so we’re now in Phase 2: creating
detailed plans. Energy infrastructure is included, of course, but
also topics like community heat networks and retrofitting homes
to reduce energy use. All of this will eventually lead onto the third
phase — delivery — but it's not yet clear how Local Government
Reorganisation is going to interfere with this.

LOCAL POWER PLAN

The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ) recently
published a Local Power Plan report setting out how it intends to
provide support for local government and community (co-) owned
renewable energy assets, such as solar panels or wind turbines. I'm
very in favour of these, as they give communities a real say in what
kind and where these new assets go and can return some revenues
directly back to those communities to fund local priorities, such as
cutting bills or supporting services. Details are yet to emerge, but
we’re keeping a close eye on it.

THE LESS GOOD NEWS

So far, so good! But in a spectacular display of disjointed thinking
the Government is also proposing to strip councils of their powers
to force higher energy standards on new homes (as the Vale and
South Oxfordshire are trying to via our emerging Joint Local Plan).
The Vale is pushing back strongly on these proposed changes (and
more) to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). Wish us
luck...

Local Area Energy Plan CLLR DR ROBERT CLEGG

District Councillor for Marcham Ward

Phone: 07784 225290

Email: robert.clegg@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

COUNTY COUNCILLOR'S REPORT
This month | have continued to work on
a number of issues affecting residents
in Marcham and surrounding areas.
Following concerns raised by both
Marcham Primary School and residents
about the faded “Keep Clear” markings
on Orchard Way, | have arranged for
these to be added to the County Council’s
lining maintenance programme for the
year ahead, which should help improve
safety and visibility during busy school
times.

Recent periods of better weather have
finally allowed the County Council's highway teams to undertake
some more extensive pothole repairs, and I'm pleased to report that
several of the most serious defects | have previously raised are now
being addressed. This includes potholes on the A415, the Abingdon
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Road through Tubney, and Sheepstead Road in Marcham. Whilst
more work is of course needed, and | continue to report potholes as
they arise, the progress is certainly welcome.

Finally, each county councillor has a £10,000 budget available to
support community projects in their division, known as the Councillor
Priority Fund. The fund can support a wide variety of local initiatives,
including things such as tree planting schemes, improvements to
community facilities or activities run by local volunteer groups. If any
local groups are interested in applying or would like to learn more
about the fund and whether their project might be eligible, please do
get in touch with me via email - | would be very happy to help!

As always, if you'd like to stay up to date with what I'm doing
around our division, do follow me on Facebook where | post regular
updates: www.facebook.com/JamesRPlumb

JAMES PLUMB

County Councillor for Marcham and Cummor

Email: james.plumb@oxfordshire.gov.uk

MP'S REPORT
I hope this finds everyone well and that
you are enjoying what is (at the time of
writing at least!) a beautiful sunny start to
Spring!
Here is my update on what | have been
up to over the last month — which has
been as busy and as varied as ever.
I've had meetings here in Witney on
issues from climate change to potholes;
and debates in Westminster on everything
from Universal Credit to Thames Water
and shotgun licensing.
In early March, Witney, Carterton
and many of the surrounding villages
experienced huge disruption after a large water main burst near
Eynsham. This left thousands of homes without water — many for
two, three or even four days — with at least a dozen schools and
many businesses having to close.
| spent most of this time focusing on trying to get information to
people about what was going on, and on encouraging and pushing
Thames Water to get their existing emergency distribution points
working better, or to set up additional ones where there were clear
gaps. This was pretty non-stop from Wednesday evening to Sunday
morning. There was also plenty of following up on water deliveries
for lots of vulnerable people who contacted me saying they should
have had water brought to their home as part of the ‘priority service’
but it had not arrived.
I've written to Thames Water to seek detailed information regarding
what compensation will be offered to which communities and when
and how this will be received. I'll publish information about this on
my website and social media channels as soon as | receive it, so
please do keep an eye out for this.
An old repair failed on the supply pipe from the main treatment
works. This was repaired but getting the system back up and
running was further slowed by a couple of pumps failing. This
speaks to the underlying problem of Thames Water's infrastructure
being a terrible state and despite everyone’s bills being ramped, the
company'’s finances being so woeful that there is no end in sight.
While the Conservatives got us into this mess, it is deeply
disappointing that Labour is doing so little to fix the underlying
problems which would require Thames Water to be put into
bankruptcy (also known as Special Administration) and much of
its debt written down. If you'd like to read more about the work |
have done to fix our broken water sector, including fighting Thames
Water in court, please take a look at my website:
www.charliemaynard.co.uk.

Away from water, I've had a number of very useful meetings this
month about the Witney Rail project, including with the Chair of
the Oxford Growth Commission. The OGC has been set up to
coordinate the delivery of infrastructure, housing and employment
across Oxfordshire. Given the huge number of new homes, the
Government are pushing Oxfordshire to accommodate, it is crucial
we have the infrastructure, whether it is rail, roads, health, schools
or sewage, before Oxfordshire is covered in many thousands more
houses.
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Speaking of roads... the huge number of potholes across the area
is a huge frustration to all of us. I've had some useful conversations
with the Highways Team at Oxfordshire County Council this month
to try and find solutions to this dire problem.

The team were keen to highlight their PotShot campaign and the
Fix My Street Super Users Programme, where you can play a
role in highlighting potholes you come across, which speeds up
the process of having them fixed. Please do get in touch with the
County Council if you are up for becoming a SuperUser - fixmystreet.
oxfordshire.gov.uk. It's a great way to help our communities.

The Highways team have told me that they have doubled the
number of crews who are out fixing potholes. Since January 2025,
OCC have repaired around 8,000 potholes in West Oxfordshire, but
obviously this is nowhere near enough. There is a very long way
to go before our roads are back to where they should be, and at
the root of this, is the longstanding challenge of local government
funding. The Government really needs to find a solution to this, for
the sake of all council services — from roads to schools and social
care. I'll keep doing what | can to push for this in Parliament.
Another issue I've been continuing to work on is improving treatment
and outcomes for people with less survivable cancers. Last month
the Government published its new Cancer Plan. Although | welcome
the ambitions in it, it contains no new funding or infrastructure,
without which I'd question how effective it will really be.

However, following a debate where | highlighted how brain tumour
tissue removed during surgery could be used in the development
of vaccines or for research, | was very pleased to receive a letter
from the Public Health Minister, announcing an additional £11.7
million funding for the Brain Tumour Consortium and £3 million
to co-fund the Cancer Research UK Brain Tumour Centres of
Excellence, this year.

As ever, if you need my help, please contact me at
charlie.maynard.mp@parliament.uk.

CHARLIE MAYNARD

MP Witney (for Frilford, Garford and most of Tubney)

OTHER REPRESENTATIVES
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Frilford Garford Jill Rayner jill.rayner@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Tubney Mark Coleman mark.coleman@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

MP Layla Moran layla.moran.mp@parliament uk

excr ~gg #
\/v Saturday 4th April at t S~ ? o
_Marcham Centre, S

Startmg at 12 noon until
2pm

Free family event for village
children.

Cake Stall and Face Painter

Sponsored by The Trading Co and The
Village Shop.
Bar will be open

emailing
hayleycousins38@hotmail.com
please include your home
address and any dietary
requirements
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GARD is a local community group formed to campaign against Thames Water's
proposals to build a reservoir south-west of Abingdon.

JOIN GARD and add your name to those opposing the proposed
reservoir. Go to our website at Group Against Reservoir
Development groupagainstreservoirdevelopment.org/

Planning permission is not yet applied for: in seven months’ time
Thames Water submit their planning application for the proposed
giant reservoir, now called The White Horse Reservoir. They must
give in a detailed application for a Development Consent Order
to the Planning Inspectorate because the proposed reservoir is a
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project. Vale of White Horse
District Council are not the Planning Authority for this. They are
opposing the plans, as are Oxfordshire County Council, South
Oxfordshire Council and the three MPs whose constituencies
are affected: Olly Glover, Layla Moran and Charlie Maynard.

Thames Water have already spent more than £543 million
of customer money developing the huge proposed White
Horse Reservoir yet there is still no final design, no published
construction time-plan and no clear strategy to address major
water-quality risks. Given the dramatic cost escalation, Ofwat
must carry out a new independent “best value” reassessment to
ensure customers are not locked into the most expensive option
without proper scrutiny.

Before any Development Consent Order can responsibly
proceed, it is imperative that several fundamental issues are
resolved:

e acompleted detailed structural design published

* acredible construction timetable and accurate cost forecast
detailed

e full dam-breach and flood-risk assessments modelled and
published

e aproven emergency drawdown mechanism modelled and
published

« afully costed and transparent water-treatment strategy
published

GARD is opposing this application all the way. Join us now and
add your support to the MPs and Councils that already oppose
the plans.

Send us your ideas for actions over the spring and summer,
to show that we refuse to be ignored. Let's also show that
democratic institutions cannot be trampled.

Write to the Secretary of State emma.reynolds.mp@
parliament.uk

Write to your MP and Council, approving of their opposition to
the proposed reservoir and asking them to continue opposing it.
See GARD website, Take Action section.

Advance notice: the GARD Annual General Meeting will
take place on May 8th in Steventon Village Hall Millenium
Room at 8pm.

Contact the secretary for
gard.secretary@gmail.com

information or to give ideas

MADNews is online: www.madnews.co.uk
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The number in brackets refers to the page number

where you can find more details
Abbreviations:
N O N m AS All Saints' Church, Marcham, SL St Luke's Church, Garford
DP Duffield Place, MC Marcham Centre

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 April Fool's Day | 2 Maundy Thursday| 3 Good Friday 4
Millets Farm
Classic car meet 9.30am-noon
DP Io_< Communion 10.30am : Nv Marcham woomoa\ Midweek Walk MVS CLOSED
MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm (-) 12.30 pm (7) MVS CLOSED MC Easter Egg Hunt 12-2 pm (19)
5 Easter Sunday 6 7 8 9 10 11
MC Litter pick 9.30 am (11)
e MVS CLOSED Glass Botanicals
SL Sunrise Service 6.15 am (17) DP Community Games Group Studio Open 10am (14)
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) 10.30am-12.00 noon (7) DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17) Milton Bowls Club taster 2-5 pm (9)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) MC Bridge 6.50pm MC Short Mat Bowls 2pm (-) Revised Bin Collection Day MC Quiz Night 7.30pm (13) AS Melodies and Morsels 5 pm (5)

MADNEWS DEADLINE
FOR NEXT ISSUE 5pm

DP Community Games Group DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)

10.30am-12.00 noon (7) MC Short Mat Bowls 2.30pm (-)
_ _ MC Bridge 6.50pm MC Astronomy Group 7.30pm (7)
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) MC Marcham Parish Council Arts Society Abingdon CRUK Hanney Table Top Sale
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) Meeting 7.30pm (3) 10.30am & 2pm (16) MC Quiz night 7.30 pm (13) 10am-2pm (5)
19 20 21 22 Earth Day 23 St George’s Day | 24 25
DP Community Games Group
10.30am-12.00 noon (7)
} i MC Bridge 6.50pm )
AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) MADNews photo competition closes DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) (13) MC Short Mat Bowls 2.30pm (-) MC Race night 7.30 pm (13)

DP Community Games Group
10.30am-12.00 noon (7)

AS Morning Service 10.30am (17) MC Bridge 6.50pm DP Holy Communion 10.30am (17)
AS Evening Service 6pm (17) MC Marcham Society 7.15pm (7) MC Short Mat Bowls 2.30pm (-)

Details of events may change after publication, please check with the relevant organisers before attending events
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